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Preface 



fo me course of lns revolutionary lilies Lenin often .wot, and 
snoke about die emancipation of working women m general and 

I fasepwably bound op with the entire: struggle lor the * 
eansc. for sialism. We know Lenin as the leader of the workup 
people, as the organiser of the Party and Sov.et S ™nL ^ 
fabler and builder. Every working woman, every P^m » >™ i 
MM about al. that Latin did. aspect of his work w, ho« 
£1 herself to *tt Lenin said about the ^ 
SSS t^ir emancipation. But became there M the clo.es 
connection between the .mire struggle of the vvorkmg cted 
improving the position of women. Lenm often - on more than to > 
SS to *<* - referred to this question m bis speeches and 
SSI S* ™ 3 ***** ^ IdmN* bound up 
with all the other things thai *^ of fe« ™<i ««• '° ,UM * 

^ F^mtbc very start of his revolutionary career Comrade Lenin 
paid special attention to the position of women workers «ff^ 
S£ todmwm S tbe,n into the working-da- -^1^^ 
first pmericaJ *vohuionarv work,- St. MM Utow &*g& 
where he organised a gronp of Socml^emocrats 
ctremely active among the St. Petersburg workers, flushing ■ 1^1 
Sets and debuting them at t^JS^SSSS 
addressed fit the workmen. Ac thai tunc the ^^^^•" ^n 
S mass of the workers was still little developed, the 
« to beiue working women. They reived very low 
nd tlfeir right, were flagrantly violated. So the leaflet, were w$fe 
addressed u> the men {the two Leaflets addressed to the workmg 
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W f the won, CJI working ih e)e WBHS ,mw bacW«i 

nam - Jns is a dtfmi bxn a very important one. 

When he was in e«Ie m 1K99, corroded «% gfe 
° rs f! satl "" «# m Vimgrm whs held in J m) 5 

bring en.mcputfon to wfiteji and 

tm made a do.se study of the life and labour conditions of 

WWIcu, prison, Lenin studied , he pojifen of pem, as re „*jed 

ufi of the pe^nLv to ,l,e fairies ami excrf J by he 

a rones m md : ^> g 

a ties, q« s f n>m viewpoi^ of women > s tfS S5£d 
9«Uh« he pint's p^Md p^M^ pjggSS 

* V. J. Lenin. C>rf/P W /|^„ i .vbJ. j f 248-49.—^. 
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o| a huge family clearing only flic small pact of the table she cuts on, 

king a separate meal fctf her own child and milking a cow to get 

CatJy ju&t-exLOUgh milk for her own chitd). 

In his book The Bevdopmtifit ofVaintaihm in Rm$ia Lenilt 
describes how cattle farmers exploit peasant vvcjmcti, how the 
1 ncrcham -buyers exploit women late-weaver: ho shows that large- 
scale industry emancipates women and that the work at fnctoiies 
broadens iheir oiifJcok, makes tbem mote cultured and independcni 
and helps tfeii <" break flie shackles of patriardmL life. lm\ti -^id 
(lia< the developmeiif of large-scale kidustiy would create lhe bails 
for complete emancipation of women. C.-har?ic<eriitie in this respect 
iti t.cn in's, article W A (iTcat T«ckinieai Achicveonenl v ■written in 1913. 

Wcrlccry in the bonrgeoiK countries musi fight for rights 
for men and women. 

hi exile Lenin devotee! much of liis time to working t|ut the 
Party pvogranune. At t.liat umc tlie Party had no programme. There 
Sfras on I y a drafl. prOg^anusae coi^piled by the Fnianeipavion of 1 .arxKir 
group.* Es&miring this programme in bis article "A Drat* Pn)granirae 
of Our Party 4 * and eommeiUiug on §y of the prjiclical part of ite 
prograimne, which demanded "the revision <>f our entire civil and 
criminal legislation, the abolition of snciid-estate divisions and or 
puiii&bnents incompntibb willi the dignity of mm^ Imp xvi'Otethat 
it would be well to add here: "vmxptete equality of rigJrfsp*' mem 
and women."* (My italics - K K*) 

Tn 1^03, when the Parly Programme, was adopted, tlite olanne 
way included in iL 

In i0l 9 in his impost on die [nternali<mal Con^j^s hi Stuttgart 3 
Lenin noted with satisfaction tbsu Hie Congress condeninetl the 
oppormnist practices of the Austrian Social- 1 )ei nee rats who, while 
conducting a campaign for electoral rigbls for men. put off the 
struggle for electoral rights for women to fta later date." 

'I -he Soviel govemmerji establi&hed -full ei^jfility of rigms for 

men and womei^. 

in Russia no longer have lhe ba&e. mean and infamous 
denial of rights to women or inequality of the sexes, that disgusting 
survival of feudalism and medievalism which is beieg renovated by 
the avariciotiJv bourgeoisie,. .in ^very Other country in the world 

• V. 1. Lenin. ColtecJcd m***. Vol 4. p, 230. - M 



without exception.'"* 

In studying tfie forms of bourgeois democracy and 

£Xposiii£ the hypucrisy ot"thc hourg^crissc, Lt;rnn sdso dealt, with the 
pruMum -of "pnisEilulHHl -tiild sliowcd how, "VVtliJi eiicco.ifagiilg white 
sliive traffic arid raping girls in t-he colonies, representatives of (he 
bourgeoisie at the same lime hypocritically pretended to be campaigning 
against prostitution, 

Leuill returned *Q this question in December 191 when he 
wrote ihai civilised" America was touting for women tor bawdy 
houses in Lhc vanquished countries-.** 

In close connection with this question [.-earn examined the 
question of chiW-b^ariii^ ami indignantly wrote of lhc appeal of some 
rnidlcuiuals io the workers to practise birthcontrol on the grounds 
thnt their children iverfc doomed W poverty ami privation. This is a 
l>C!tt>'-bt)urgeois view, wrote Lenin. The workers take a different view. 
Mii Uren are our (Allure. As for poverty and i>o on, this can be remedied. 
We arc fighting ugainsl capitalism and when we win a victory we 
shall build ;i bright future &i our children. . .. 

And finally, in 3916 1 7 ; whenhe eoutdsee lIic socialist revolution 
was drawing near and was considering what the essential dements 
of socialist construction would be, and how to draw the masses into 
this construction, he particularly stressed foe need to draw working 
women into eoeial work, Ihe need to enable all women lo work for 
the benefit of society. &tght of his articles written in this period deal 
with this question, which he links up with the need to organise social 
iifc under socialism along new lines. Lenin flaw a «Jirecl connection 
between this and the drawing of the most Imckwnrd groups of women 
mto the work of ruling; Ui-if §n,tH3rtty, the need for re-educating the 
masses in the actual proces.% of social work. 

Soeia! work teaches the art of government. "We are not 
Utopians."" Lenin wrote bcl'cnv die October Revuludon. 'We know 
[fiat an unskilled labourer or a cook cannot immediately get on with 
the job of state administration. In this we agree with the Cadets/ 1 
with Breshkovskaya, and with TseretelL We differ, however, from 

* Seep. 91 urtliiiboolt. - Eti. 

V. f Uaiin, Coifmmi ffhrihr. Vol. 30, ^Address ui the ftwoml Aii-Rusnia 
i»f L'ciruuuiiipf Or&anisatkms of the i 3 copies of the hast,'* November, 
22. IV I v fui 



nc-iudicecl view that only ft* rich, or QflScfeb mm Jg* 
St arc capable of U***** ft*? of P ^«v| £ 
IS cv«viv work of administration. M ft* Wgjg 

Sd Sc^ and soldiers and .hatth.s »Mj te ^ 

a ginning be nude at W<* * Hi * ***** ^ 

working mmm h *c $p* and vmwvfr hh» *wk « 
;iuniLa,i<,t, And we know -great -coca** *«* 

ft* Since he attached particular importance 10 raising the W» at 

is quite und^tan.table why he so qprrig tfeeud tbft c™f«u«« 
<jf*e omen's Departments of So™, vaftjp and ..pubhc, 

b of the ach.eve^.nt, of the Confirms of &e 

CoJ^K— , Lenin ^«lou« 

the tie, with the wiomunist movement ol 
to t,K im^natiocal co P fe, e nee of working rtfflt* caUcd at tb. «p» 

po Jr and ^ U P our achi.vcrents on all ^vmcludvng the 

itont «f women's tipaH^fisft. . 

VVe m M W a ^ cenve part the C **j 
th a t many of theni died in hut many ^ %ve« steelvd 1C 

LSmlS, w ere awarded tbe 0,d« : of lb. «ed Bannct^ 
the acEivcpan tbev pbyed m the sirutsgle for Sovielsdunngtbe C.vil 
% r Many fornerlomen partisans now ^ import |^ 

DeiegaLcs' art a school ot*«ud*orfc Li 1? ^ 

A. the time when we observed the fifteenth t,f * c 

^^SS^ Vof 3t. -Tt.eSeco^C^.rrbc 
ComjiiatLisUlltoniatiojial."- ^ 



r 8 1^ 1 *f *™ m ^*eKs of the AJI-Ru.sk Central ExeCwiive 
ttus woi k they attain c ver higher standards. 

The numher of w™ memhere of the Communisi Party hat 

*«'»t»ei J932 the niimberascecxled 5«0!HW 

Much progress has bc t -„ made recently in fulfil)™ mm behnt 

£3 V ' scale - iL » bei "S "-"organised or, the basis tfSn&Z 

sa d thai „, are llor iaggmg nMo . n tJjjjj 

«ss more and more front-rank women workers- who disolav creiT 

>u™ an d pers ™„ ct , n kbLU , lAtbwa k , lcl ^.5^ 

55? ° »M old regime * e lives of W o,ncn 3 
look^ do*. «pot, afld bor e the itnprhi, of b(mdage . And J* 
inn rants of the builder, of social Md W Sgg 
uie gWtyqpWo of wom From the very start Lenin ruairded ihe 

01 ihe expropriators- ,s accomplished, that U s when the landov™^ 
Mttofit* , free workers wfll be ^ited imo co-operatives ajIl f fa 

and the lhe v raato wif , be Ktehljshcd 

I Rowing die Revolution, which marked the heernn^ 

° r S?"««ig PgncuKuna urtab and ^mm* 
Pwicuf^auea^u VVJlspaid l( , |Ms . 



OKteiisivt and struck, dmsp roots. The ycara oFthc- Civil War. >vlien 
ilu class struggle swept the country, the progress <tf Soviet power j-q 
Hjc villages, the help, the cultural assrs.fn.nc-e rendered by the Soviet 
'emrachl lo the comUry-fvide — all ihw prej?are<] die gnmnd for 
tilJcctivisarkm, which is ctevdciping and growing stronger i" the 
Ktrilgglc again&t the i<tila-ks,^ 

Small-scale and middle peasant fanning sliiickied women, lied 
'I' 'in lo the individual households, and ranwed their outlook; they 
were in fact slaves of their husbands, wha often beat them ertielly. 
Small-sciilc farming paved the way for reiitn'on. The peasarii* used 
to say: "Each man lor liimselfaTid Ckxl for aU. w Li.-nrn tiuoted this 
■i-iying on many occasions as it perfectly expressed the psychology 
of a small proprietor, Collectivisation transforms ihc peasant frtiin a 
small proprietor inttr a collectivisi. undemines the peasants' isolation 
find the hold of religion and emancipates women. Lefijp said (Jint 
^oeialism alone would hrin& emancipation for women, fits words' are 
now coming true. We ean see how womon^ position has changed ub 
ita collective farms. 

The Congicss of front-rank collective fanners held in the middle 
ofFehrua^issirikingevideuee of the headway made in lhe collective 
eullivauon of the Kind. There are now 200,000 collective farms, as 
compared wilh the 6,000 we had before- Tht Congress discussed 
Ihe tjucstion of the best way lo organise work on ihe collective larrus. 
There were many woEncn among the delegates. Sopiua, a eolfeetivp 
farmer from the Central Black fiartji Region, made ii fme speech 
which evoked thunderous applause. When she takes a h;md in 
eollective-faiTn development, the peasant woman #rcw.s in stature, 
iearns to govern and to fight resolutely against the kulaks, the class 
enemy. ... 

Religion is losing ground. Now-cclleetive-iarm women come to 
the library and say: ""Y<mJ always Give me books thai simply say that 
there is no CSod- [ laiov [hut without reading books. Give me a book 
chat will tell me how and why religion 1 arose and how and why it will 
die away;' Jrj lhe last few years there has been a Ircmendous growth 
of political consciousness of the masses. Political departments at the 
machine and tractor stations 7 (whose iLietnhcrship also includes 
women 's .organisers) will help not only lo consolidate ihe collective 
farms, but will also help collective farmers, men and women, to get 



rid of surviving prejudices and cultural backwardness; lack of rights 
for women will become a Lhrng affile past. 

Ten years have passed since the day cif Lenin's death. Oil lliai 
sad day we shall check the fulfilment of all of Lenin's behests. We 
Khali sum up the results. Lenin's behest concerning the emancipation 
ofwonico is being fiiJjRiled wnder the guidance of the Party, We shall 
continue to advance along this parts. 

A'. Krupvkaya 

November 30, 1933 
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FROM The Development 
of Capitalism in Russia 

I haplcr VI 

Capitalist Manufacture and Capitalist 
Domestic Industry (Abridged) 



I'urihcr, capitalist domestic industry inevitably entails extremely 
insanitary working conditions. The utter poverty of the worker, the 
utter impossibility of controlling working conditions by regulations, 
of any kind, and the combination of the living and working premises, 
such, ate the conditions that convert the dwellings of the home workers 
into hotbeds of infection and occupational disease. In the latge 
establishments one can fight such things; domestic industry, however, 
is in this respect the most "libexaT form of capitalist exploitation. 

An excessively long working day is also an essential feature of 
domestic work for the capitalist and of the small industries in general. 
Instances have been given illustrating the comparative length of the 
working day in the "factories" and among the •'handicraftsmen," 

The drawing of women and of children of the tenderesi age into 
production is nearly always observed in domestic industry. To illustrate 
this, let us cite some facts from a description of the women's 
industries of Moscow GubernJa. There are 10,004 women engaged 
in cotton winding; children start work at the age ol* 5 or 6 (!); daily 
earnings are If) kopeks, yearly 17 rubles. The working day (ft die 
women's industries hi general is as ranch as l& hours. In Lhe knitting 
industry' children start work from the age of six, daily earnings are 
] kopeks, yearly 22 rubles. Altogether 37,5 14 fctnaies are employed 
in the women's industries; they begin working from the age of 5 or 



6 (in 6 out of 19 industries, which 6 industries account for 32,400 
female worker*}; the average dai fy earning arc 1 3 kopeks., vearly Z6 
rubles 20 kopeks.* 

OncoftJieuiosliKniicioufi aspects of capitalize domestic industry 
is thai it loads io a reduction in the level of the worker's reepjirernente. 
Th? employer Is able to recruit workers iii remote districts where ihc 
popular standard of living is particularly lew and where ihc workers 
connection with Jhe land enables hilli lc> work for a bare pittance. 
For example, the owner ofa vitiate stocking csniblisluncm explains 
that in Moscow rents uru bigi) and ttutf, beside^ the knitters, "taw to 
be... supplied with white breads ..whorcas here ihu workers do the 
job in their own cottages and eat black bread .... N'nw bow can 
Moscow compete with us!"** In the cotton-winding industry The 
explanation or the very low wages is tM tor the peasants 1 wives, 
daughters, etc., this iy merely a supplementary source of income. 
"Thus, the system prevailing in tflfe tntfe forces down to the utmost 
limit (he wages of those for whom ~u is the sole means of livelihood, 
reduces the wages of those who obtain their livelihood exclusively 
hy iactoiy labour below Lhcir minimum needs, or retards the raising 
of their standard ofh'ving. In both cases it creates extremely abnormal 
conditions."** » ifi Thc factory s.cefo cheap weavers." says Mr. 
Kharizonienov, "and it finds them in their jiative villages, far from rhe 
centres of industry. Thai wages drop as- one moves from 

the industrial centres to the outer regions is an undoubted fact."**** 
Hence, the employers arc perfectly well able Co take advantage of the 
conditions which artificially tie the population to the rural districts. 



* Mine, Gorbunova. who Jias described the women *s industries, wronsfy.gfvtw 

the earnings fa kopeks and 37 rubles 77 kopeks resjiec lively, M So* raises 

only tie average figures rcircach indujitTv and Jea>-*SH nil of account Jbedirfeferii 

numbers of women working, in the different industries. 

** StarixJhaf Returns fitr Woscom Githerrsia, Vol. VEI. Pi. II, p. 304. 

*** Siaiitticaf Returns for Moscow QrrbcMm, Vol V\L f FX. IT, p . 285. 

**** frhfustrif>\ufyhu1imir Gub&nkr, Tl(, 63-. Cfl iliffl,, 250, 



Chapter VII 



the Development of Large-ScaJe Machine Industry 
(Abridged) 

Large-scale machine industry, which concentrates mawes of 
workers who often come from various parts of the country. 
BhsoluLdy refuses to tolerate sun-'ivals-of])iitriarchaJisrn and personal 
dependence, and is marked by a truly "contemptuous attitude ft the 
past," It is this break with obsolete tradition that i& oue of the 
substantial conditions which have created the possibility and evoked 
the necessity of regulating production and of public control over it. 
In particular, speaking of the transformation: brought about by the 
factory in the conditions of life of the population, it must he stated 
mat die drawing of women and juvenile* into production* is, or. 
bottom, progressive. It is indisputable that the capitalist factory 
places these categories of the -working population In particularly hard 
Eonditions, and that for them it is particularly necessary to regulate 
and shorten the working day, to guarantee hygienic conditions of 
labour, etc.; but endeavours completely to ban the work of women 
■nidi juveniles in industry, or to mnimain the patriarchal manner of 
life that ruled out such work, would be reactionary and Utopian. By 
destroying the patriarchal isolation of these categories of the 
population who formerly never emerged from the narrow circle of 
domestic, family relationships by drawing them into direct 
participation in social production, targe-scale machine industry 
Stimulates their development and increases their independence, in 
other words, creates eonditions of li fe that are incomparably superior 

* According u> che Directory* the lactones- of European Russia in I S£0 
employed a total of 875,764 wurkcra, of whom 210,207 (24%) were women* 
1 7.793 (2%) }iyys. and 8.2 1 6 ( [%) girls. 
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to the patriarchal immobility of pre-capitalisL relations .* 



l-'trM written in I 896-99 
First printed in book form 

at the end of M^i 1X99 Collated Wiste, Vol. 3 



* "The jkk>i woman-weaver follows bur tether husband to the factory ami 
woctel a1tmj5*i Ju* dftHeni and independently of them. Shea^'as much 11 breadwinner 
as the man is." "In the fourory...flie woman La quite an independent jhwuchv 
apart t'ptjin her husband." Literacy spreads fimnug ihe wimien lUcrory workers 
Willi remarkable rapidity, {industries afytadimrr Gutornrti* Ul, 1 13, I IS, ] 12 
and elsewhere,} Ml Kharizomcxio* i$ perieciW right in drawing the following 
conclusion; in Jwsiry has destroyed "the ceonoiniu dapcnderuM? of llic woman on 
die family,.. and on the husband.... At die factory, die woman is rlic equal ofihe 
man; ihta is the equality of the proletarian-. The capitalisation -ol" industry is an 
important favtur m the woman "a struggle for ftcr independence in (lit family/' 
"industry creates a new ■position for the wsnnan in which she is completely 
independent of her family and husband." (Jfrritffctorfy Vwimit. EK«3. No. 12, 
pp. $82; In ife-$t&i?ii4>at Return* jor Moscow Guberma <VoL VII, Ft % 
Moscow 1S82. pp. !52.> 138-39>. the inveHligsuors' compare the potion of 
wmrji cnga^w.1 in inukiiii; stOCkmgs by hand and by iBflchine. The datlv earning? 
of hand workers is about 8 kopela, and of machine workers, 14 in 3-0 kopeks. 
The working woman's conditions under i machine reduction are described as 
follows; ^...Bftfore us is a Tree young woman, hampered by no obstacles- 
emancipated from the family and from all lhai Cn?ulimtcs tile peasant woman's 
conditions- tri'litc, a young woman. wi» at any moment mav n>fty£ one. place for 
another, one employer for another, and may at any moment Inn! herself wilhout 
ft job. . . without a cruse of bread . . . U ni\ ur hand nro.duetidn. the knitter 's earnings 
ai'C YtttymeHgrtft, itwulTicieni to cow the cost of her food, earning*. Duly acceptable 
if shc.asa member of unallotincnt-holdiny and farming tamily, enjoy? in part the 
pmdin;t of thai land; under machine production (he wording woman, m addition 
to .food' snd lei, gets earnings which enable.. .her to Jive aw^y frijw the family 
and to do without the family's iucomc from thjs laitd : . . . Moreover, the woman 
worker^ earnings in machine industry, under present condilioi-.s. are more stent's." 
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FROM Draft Programme of the Russian 
Social-Democratic Labour Party 8 



IB] 

«&tUL The tsarist autocracy is the most outstanding, of these 
1 1 umuuls of the serf-owning system and themostiormklable bulwark 
tjJ -ill this barbarism- It is the bitterest and most dangerous enemy of 
tin- proletarian emancipation movement and the cultural development 
oF the entire people. 

For these reasons* the Russian Serial-Democratic Labour Party 
advances as its immediate political last the overthrow of the tsarist 
autocracy and its replacement by a wpubik based on a democratic 
cimSliltttiofl thai would ensure: 

I ) the people's sovereignty, i.e., coucentratiou of supreme slate 
power in the hands of a legislative assembly consisting of 
tepresentalivcs of the people; 

"2) universal, equal, arid direct suffrage, both ait elections to 
the legislative assembly and la elections to .all local organs of self- 
government, for every citizen who has reached the age of twenty- 
nike; the secret ballot at all elections; the right of every voter to be 
elected to any of the representative assemblies; remuneration for 
representatives of the: people 

3) inviolability of the person and domicile of citizens; 

4} unrestricted freedom of conscience, speech, the press and 
of assembly, the right lo strike and to organise unions; 

4 Here basins the text adopted bv the ittmrinitffe ut- a whole. 
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5) freedom of movement and. oteupalion; 

6) abolition of social-e&fates; fiill equality for all citizens, 
irrespective of sex 5 religion or race; 

7) recognition of the right to ^eif-deternrinatkm Cot all nations 
forming pari of the slate; 

8) the right of every citken to prosecute any official, without 
previously complaining to the latter 's superiors: 

$) general arming of the people instead of maintaining a 
standing army; 

10) separation of the church from the state and of the school 
from the cfiareh; 

1 1) universal, free, and eompulnory education up to the age of 
sixteen; state provision of food, clothing, and school supplies to needy 
children. 

w 

To protect the working class aud to raise its fighting capacity,* 
the Russian Social-Democratic Labour Party demands; 

1 ) that the working day be limited Us eight Injurs for all wage- 
workers; 

2) that a weekly rest period of not less than Ihirty-six 
consecutive hours for wage-workers of both sexes employed in all 
branches of the national economy be established by law; 

3) th at all overtime be prohi hi ted; 

4) that night-work (from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m.) in alJ branches of 
the national economy be prohibited, with the exception of ihose 
branches in which it is essentia! for lechnical realms; 

5) that employers be forbidden to employ children under ihe 
age of fifteen; 

6) that female labour bo forbidden hi industries specifically 
injurious to the health of women; 

7) thai (lie law establishes employers' eivii liability for workers* 
complete or partial disability caused by accidents or by harmful 
working conditions; that the worker should not be required To prove 
his employer's responsibility for disability; 



* Trty moved ihai tlic beginning oftbis paragra|rii t>e altered lo read :ik follows; 
"To safeguard the working class Irem physw»l ftnti moral degcacntioa. and also 
10 raise iis G$hlin£ wpafchy in the struggle for its emaad|iation. ..." 
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|3 ihat payment of wages in kind be prohibited*: 
i that state pensions be paid to aged worker*, who fee 
oeeorue incapaciifited; 

ji| that the number of booty inspectors be increased: ihat 
legale inspectors be appointed in industries in wlwh (Wife labour 
that observauco of -flic feory laws he supervised bv 
representatives elects by the workers and paid bv the state: piecl- 
rales aud rejection of work done should also be supervised bv eleered 
representatives of % workers; 

HI than local seif-govenmienr bodies., h co-operation with 
elected representative of the workers, supervise S anitar> condition* 
in Jivuig quarters provided for workers by en^oyer*. m d also see to 
Uic observance or rules operating in such living quarters and the 
terms on which. they are leased, with the objeet of protecting the 
waee-worker* from employers' interference ui Lhdr lives and activities 
as private persons and eifkens; 

H) rhat a property organised and comprehensive svstein of 
sanitary inspection bo instituted to supervise tricing conditions ar 
all enterprises employing wage-labour; 

13) that the Factory inspectorate's activities be extended to 
artisan, home, and handieraft industries, and to staie-ownerf 
enterprises; 

14) that any breach of the labour protection laws be punishable 
by law; r 

1 5) (hat employers be forbidden to make any deductions from 
wnaes, ou any grounds or for any purpose whatsoever (fines 
rejections, ere.), 

1 6V that faetoxy courts 9 be set up in al I branches of the national 
economy, wuh equal reputation of workers and employers. 



* fag moved that rfcis following iw wetted h<ax fin ffie saint; c\mw\ - "that 
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FROM The International Socialist 
Congress in Stuttgart 



The resolution on women's suffrage was aTso adopted unanimously. 
Only one Englishwoman from flits semi-bourgeois Fabian Sncietv 10 
defended the admissibility of a struggle M For full women's sulftage 
but fot one limited uj those possessing properly. The Congress rejected 
this unconditionally and declared in favour of women workers 
campaigning lor the franchise, not in conjunction with the bourgeois 
supporters of women's rights, but in conjunction with tlie class parties 
of the proletariat. The Congress recognised that in the campaign tor 
women >s suffrage it was necessary to uphold fully the principles of 
socialism and equal rights for men and women without distorting 
those principles for the sake of expediency. 

In this connection an interesting diffidence of opinion .arose in 

their tactics in the straggle for universal manhood suffrage: for the 
sake of winning this suffrage, they thought it expedient in the campaign 
not (o put the demand for women's suffrage, too, in the foreground. 
The German Social-Democrats, and especially Clara Zetfcin, had 
protested against this when the Ausiriany were campaigning for 
universal suffrage. Zetkin declared in the press* that they should not 
under any circumstances have neglected the demand for women's 
suffrage, that tbeAustrians had opportunistically sacrificed principle 
to expediency, and that they would not have narrowed the .scope of 
their agitation, but would have widened it and increased the force of 
fee popular movement had they fought for women's* suffrage with 
the same energy. In the Coirmission Zetkin was supported whole- 
heartedly by another prominent German woman Social-Democrat, 
Zietz, Adlcr r % amendment, which iudireeily justified the Austrian 



tactics, was rejected by 12 votes to 9 (Ihis amendment stated only 
that there should he no abatement of the struggle for a suffrage that 
would really extend to ail citizens, instead of stating that the struggle 
for the suffrage should always include the demand for equal rights 
for men and women). The point of view of the Conmission and of 
the Congress may "he most accurately expressed in the following 
words of the above-mentioned Zieta tn her speech at Ihe International 
Socialist Women's Conference (this Conference took place in Stuttgart 
at the same time as the Congress): 

"Inprincipk we must demand ail Lhat w© consider lo he correct," 
said Zietz, "and only when our strength is inadequate for more, do 
we accept what we are able to get, That has always been the tactics 
of Social-Democracy. The more modest our demands the more 
modest will the government be in its concessions — " This 
controversy between the Austrian and German women Social- 
Democrats will enable the reader to see how severely the best Marxists 
treat the slightest deviation from the principles of consistent 
revolutionary tactics. 

Written in September 1907 

Published in September 1907 Colivcted Works. Vol. 13 

in Kaletktar iflya vtselch. J 968 
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Europeans and Savage Asians 



J India This M^IMSI mCfdcm 

^million i^l&fc C ° Ulll5y w,rh '' <s ftaa 

Provinces, ptiblisLianan d ^f^*) one of the 

article A™ M ^SfS^^^ Fo ^ bii ^ 
append a „d. SSSS^Si?^^ Wp*i^«J 
*- before i'fel^^SSS 1 ®^ ni nbk to S« 
tastily "xedixced" the- senien J sTf ^ C<>vc„ Jracnt of India 
refeBfid. Ulu,te to fo,If awShs aad Arnold §J 

What was ajj ,j lc f(LSS aboufl , 

^ ed her | 5| gjg tt hte roc, raped 

mtfkjf to order McCorn^ SS?**** ^ **** ^ 
' ai . n11 ^ « Mtt*, ia proof ,S EST? ^^'^ 
Xmtncipat^ of Women 




When, idc journalise Arnold was tried for libel, the President of 
die Court, Sir ('"His Worship") Charles fox, refused to allow him to 
call witnesses in Iris defence. 

II mufcl be clear to everyone that thousands and millions of such 
ii in India. Only absolutely exceptional circumstances 
ie "libel I cr" Arnold (the son af'aii in fluenliat London jowrnati 9$ 
_cl out of prison and secure publicity for the ease. 
Do not forget that the British Liberals put l heir '"best" people at 
the head id' the Indian administration. Not long ago the Viceroy of 
India, the chief of the McCormicks, Andrews and Foxes, was John 
Morley. the well-known radical author, a "luminary of European 
learning," a %tflst honourable man" in the eyes of all European and 
Russian liberals. 

The "European" spirit has already « wakened in Asia, the peoples 
of Asia have become deinocratic-mirtded. 

Pravda No. it Apt) I 14, 1913 ( 'olkcted Works, Vol. 1 9 



■ 



A Great T e chn ca l Achievement 



ali-cadvTieeoliaiinLrwh n Y Coal **** Ramsay is 

one. ' fteL,Cd by thja ' soluL,(> ' 1 Wf b*-' a Uanemious 

and homes. ™ bumed 10 " ufflt ™ 5 $«0#ea 

«a a. steam SSaSSEJ 2? 5?2 * ***** ^* 

coal Won W r^S ^ 

» (»r fcC f. rfte cost oi Lgbting and heating honses 



•would be greatly reduced. 

This discovery will bring about an enormous revolution Ifl 

Bu1 the consequence* This revolution will have ior soda) \i*e &$ 
,1 whole under the present capitalist system will be quite different 
from those the discovery would yield nude* socialism, 

cru-riigcd ia extracting coal will inevitably cause mass unemployment, 
Li enormous increase in poverty, and a worsening of the $™*^ 
additions- And the prftfiO of this great invention will U pocketed by 
the Morgans, Rockefellers, Ryabushinskys.Morozavx and their suites 
B1 lawyers, directors, professors, and other flunkeys of capital- 

Under socialism the application of Ramsay* method, which \viiJ 
'♦release* the labour of millions of miners, etc.. will make it possible 
Umnediawlv to shorten the working day for all from 8 hours to. say 
7 hours and even less. The "electrincation' 1 of all factories and 
railways will make working conditions more hygienic, will 
millions of worker* from smoke, dust and dirt, and accurate the 
transformation of dirty, repulsive workshops into clean, bright 
laboratories worthy of human beings. Tte electric lighting and heating 
of every home will relieve millions of domestie staves" of the need 
to spend three-fourths of rtieir lives in smelly kitchens 

Capiwlist. technology is increasingly, day by day, auigwwrtg 
the social conditions which condemn the working people to wage- 
slavery. 

|j#r*fa Ko. 91, April 21.1913 m ' rks - 19 



Capitalism and Female Labour 

■ 

Modern capitalist society is the hiding piaee or* numerous cases of 
poverty and oppression lhati are iioi immediately visible, The scattered 
femilies of middle dass people, artisans, factory workers, elerks flild 
the lower civil servants, attfS indescribably poor and bately itmkt? cuds 
meet in the he.\t of times. Millions and millions of women in such 
families live (or rather drcag out an esastCTifce) as household .slaves, 
striving vvi th a desperate 0$$ 9tfort to feed and clothe their ferities 
on a few coppers, economising in everything except their own labour. 

It is from among theses women thai the capitalists are most eager 
to engage workers who w'ork at home and who are prepared for a 
monstrously low wage to "ceara* 1 an extra crust of bread fox themselves 
and their families, It is frtjm among them that the capitalists of all 
countries (Jjfee the slave owners of autiqiihy and the feudal lords of 
ihe Middle Ages) choose any number of concubines at the imosl 
"favourable"' price. No "iworal indignation" (hypocritical in ninety- 
nine cases oui of a hundred) about prostitution can do anything to 
prevent this commerce in women's bodies; as long as wage slavery 
exists, prostitution must inevitably continue. Throughout the history 
of society fill the oppressed and exploited classes have always been 
compelled (their exploitation consist in this) to hand over to the 
oppressors, first., their unp&id labour and, secondly, their women to 
be the concubines of the "'masters." 

Slavery, feudalism and capitalism are alike in this respect. Only 
ih&form of the esploitariort ohanges, die exploitation remains. 

In Paris, the fro/rid eapJtal, die centre of eMlisaLion, an exhibition 
is now being held of th£ work or" ''exploited women workers 
employed in their homes." 

Kvery exhibn bears av ticket showing how much the woman 
working at home received tor making ii and how much she could 
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earn per day ami per hour. 

How does this work our.' A womarj workitng at home cannot 
earn more than one and a quarter franca, ie., SO kopeks, oh any 
Lirtkk. Most of the jobs pay wages thai are immeasurably lower, 
Take lampshades, Tor instance — four kopeks a dozen. Or paper 
bags at 15 kopeks a thousand giving a >va|e cf.w kopek* an hour 
And then there are little toys with ribbons, etc, — two and a hair 
kopeks an hour; artificial flowers that bnng in two #r three kopeks an 
hour; afldmcn ; &ftnd women's underclothes - ftam two urnvkopeks 
an hour. And so on ad iiiiuuUim. 

Our worker** associations find trade unions should organise a 
similar ^exhibitions It will not produce the tremendous pro Ills obtained 
by bourgeois-organised exhibitions- An exhibition of proletarian 
woioeirs poverty and want will bring benefits of another kind — ii 
will help wage slaves, both inec and women, to realise their condition, 
to lake a look fit their own "lives" and mink about how to deliver 
themselves from this eternal oppression of poverty want, prostitute 
and other humiliation* suffered by The poor. 



Written in April 27 {May 1 £$ \m 
Published in Prttvda No. 102, 
May5 ? WH 



O.MecTvd Works, Vol. 23, 
5th @$utiftg0 edition 

Published in English for 
Mie first time 



aiffft viva m ' » J, J **' ' ■? * 



The Working Class 

and Neomalthusianism 11 

At the Pirogov Doctors* Congress 1 - much interest was aroused and 
a long debate was held ou the question of abortions The report was 
made by Lichkas, who quoted figures «n the exceedingly widespread 
practice of destroying the foetus in present-day so-called civilised 
.stales. 

In New York, #0,000 abortions wore performed in one year and 
iu France there are as many as 36,000 every month. !n St. Petersburg 
the percentage of abortions has more tlmn doubled in five years. 

The Pirogov Doctors' Congress adopted a resolution saying that 
there should never be any criminal prosecution of a (neither for 
performing an artificial abortion and that doctors should only be 
prosecuted if the operation is performed far purposes of gate'** 

Jn the discussion the majority agreed thai abortions .should not 
be punishable, and the question of the so-called ammalthuSfetiisni 
(the use of contraceptives) was naturally touched upon, as was also 
the social side of the metier, Mr. Vigdorchik, for instance, said., 
according to the report in Ruwkoye Slovak that '^onLraceptive 
measures should be welcomed" and Mr. Astrakhan exclaimed, amidst 
thunderous applause: 

"Wtf have ro convince mothers io hear children &o that they can he 
mairued in educational establishments, SO that lots can be drawn for their, 
so that they can be driven to suicide P 

If the report is true that this exclamation of Mr. Astrakhan's 
was greeted with thunderous applause, it is a fact that does not surprise 
me. The audience was made up of bourgeois, middle and petty 
bourgeois, who have the psychology of the phiJistine. What can you 
expect from them but the most banal liberalism? 



from the point of view of the working class, however, it would 
hardly be possible to fmdamorc apposite expression of the eompletely 
reactionary nature and the ugliness of "social neomaSlhusiardsaf ' than 
Mr. Astrakhan's phrase cited above. 

. . "Bear children so that diey can be maimed. ..." For that alone? 
Why not thai they should fight better, more uniicdly, consciously 
and'resoluteiy than we are righting againsl the present-day conditions 
of life that are maiming and ruining our generation? 

This is the radical difference thai distinguishes the psychology 
of the peasant, handicraftsman, intellectual, the petty bourgeois in 
general, from That of the proletarian. The petty bourgeois sees and 
feels that he is heading for nun, that life is becoming more difficult, 
that the struggle for existence is ever more ruthless, and that his 
position and that of his family are becoming more and more IwikIcss. 
!t is an indisputable fact,. and the petty bourgeois protests against it. 

But haw does he protest? 

He protests as the repressntative of a clans that is hopelessly 
perishing, that despairs of its future, that is depressed and cowardly, 
There is nothing to be done... if only there were fewer children to 
suffer out torments and hard toil, our poverty and our humiliation — 
such is the cry of the petty bourgeois. 

The class-conscious worker is far from holding this point qjf 
view. He will not allow hiH consciousness to be dulled by such cries 
no matter how sincere and heartfelt they may be. Yes, we workers 
aud the mass of small proprietors lead a life that is filled with unbearable 
oppression and suffering- Things are harder for our generation than 
they were for our fathers. But in one respect m arc luckier than our 
fathers. $5? have begun to ieaw and are raputiy to fight — 

and to fight not as individuals, as the best of our fathers fought, not 
for the slogan*! of bourgeois speechifiers that are alien to us in spirit, 
but for our slogans, the slogans of our class. Wc are- fighting better 
than ouriatbers did. Our children will 'fight betc&r than we do, and 
(h&y witf he victorious. 

The working class is not perishing, it is growing, becoming 
stronger, gaining courage, consolidating itself educating itself and 
becoming sleeted in battle. We are pessimists as tar as serfdom, 
capitalism aud petty production arc concerned, but we are ardent, 
optimists in what concents the working-class movement and irs aims. 
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We are already laying the foundation of a new edifice and <wr children 
will complete its construction. 

Thai is Uvc reaium the only reason — tvhy we an; 
unconditionally the enemies of ncomaltluisianism. suited only to 
unfeeling and egotistic |:H#ty-bourgeois couples, who whisper in scared 
voices "God gram we manage somehow by ourselves. So mudi the 
better if we have no children." 

Il goes wiihouL haying ihai this does not by any mean& prevent 
us from demanding rhe uncoudkii mal annulment of ill! laws ftgamst 
abortions or against the distribution of medical literature on 
eonlraeeptive measures, eie. Such laws are nothing but the hypocrisy 
of the ruling classes. These Jaws do not heal the uEeers. ofcapiialism, 
they merely tarn them into malignant ulcers that are specially painful 
for the oppressed masses. Freedom for medical propaganda arid the 
protection of die elementary democratic rights of citizens, men and 
women, arc one thing. The social theory ofneoinutthusuini^m is quite 
another. Class-crniscoGus workers will always conduct the most 
ruthless druggie against attempts to impose £|mt reactionary and 
cowardly theory on the most progressive and MrongoM class in 
modern society, die ela* s that is the best prepared for great change*. 

PravdaHo-, \t% June 16, 1913 Collected Works. 19 



Fifth International Congress 
Against Prostitution 



fifth international congress for the suppression of the while: slave 
iraflle recently ended in f ,ondoiv 

Duchesses, countesses, bishops, priests, rabbis, police officials 
and all sorts ofbourgeois p liil anrliro pi&r s were well io the fore] How 
many festive luncheons and magnificent offiein] receptions were 
given! And how many solemn speeches on the harm and infamy of 
proshlulion! 

What means of struggle were proposed by Ihe elegant bourgeois 
delegates to the congress? Mainly two methods — religion and police. 
They are. it appears, the most valid and reliable methods of combating 
prostiuilion. One Rnglish delegate boasted, according to the London 
cot'iespoiideutorihcLei/^rf^er ¥afkszeitiirig. iJ thai he had introduced 
a bill into parliament providing for corporal pitai&hwent for pimps. 
See die sori he this modern "civilised 1 "' hero of' the struggle against 
prostitution! 

One lady from Canada waxed enthusiastic over the police and 
the supervision of ''fallen" women by policewomen, but as far as 
raising wages was concerned, she said that women workers- did not 
deserve better pay, 

One German pastor reviled present-day materialism, whieh ? he 
said, is taking hold among 'be people and promoting -the spread of 
free love. 

When the Austrian delegate Ciartner tried tea raise the question of 
the social causes of prostitution, of tha need and poverty experienced 
by working-class families. of the exploitation itf child labour, of 
unbearable housing conditions, cec,. he was forced 10 silence by 
hostile shouts! 



But the things thai were st# about highly-placed personages — 
among groups of delegate* - were msnaierive and sublime. When, 
forcsaniple, the German L'mpress visits amatemiiy hospilal in Berlin. 
rings $re placed on the fingers of mothers uP "illegitimate"' children 
in order that, this august individual may not be shocked by the sight 
br uiuufvrricd mothers' 

We may .jud^e from this of the disgusting bourgeois hypocrisy 
that reigns at these aTisiocratic-bonrgeeis congresses. Aerobats in 
the field of philanthropy and police defenders of this mockery ai 
poverty- and need gather *i struggle gainst prostitution," which is 
supported precisely hy the aristocracy and the bourgeoisie... 

Hubodwva Prwnh No. S s CcUwi&i Works, Vol- 19 
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Petty Production in Agriculture 



The peasant question in modem capitalist states most frequently given 
rise to perplexity and vacillation among Marxists and to most of the 
jltaeks on Marxism by bourgeois (professorial) political economy. 

Petty production in Agriculture is doomed to extinction and to 
an incredibly a&isciJ and downtrodden position under capitalism, say 
the Marxist*. Petty production is dependent on Vig capital, is backward 
in comparison with large-scale production in agriculture* and can 
only keep going by mean* of desperately reduced consumption and 
laborious, arduous toil. The frittering away and waste of human labour, 
the worst farms of dependence of the producer, exhaustion of (he 
peasant's family, his cattle and his Land — this is what capitalism 
averywhei-e brings the peasant. 

"There is no -salvation for the peasant except by joining in the 
activities of' die proletariat, primarily those of the wnge-wcnfcers. 

BoLirgeois political economy, and the Narodniks 1 " and 
opportunists who champion it (though Ihey may not always he 
conscious of the fact), on the contrary, try lo prove that petty 
production is viable and is more profitable tfata large-scale production. 
The peasant, who has a firm and assured petition in capitalist society, 
must gravitate, not towards the proletnriaL but towards the 
bourgeoisie; he must not gKivilkle towards the class struggle of the 
wage-workers but must try to strengthen his position as a proprietor 
atid master — such, in substance, is the theory of the bourgeois 
economists, 

Wc will try to. lest the soundness of the proletarian and bourgeois 
theories by me-aris of precise data. Let us take the data on female 
labour in apiculture in Austria ant! Germany- h ull data for Russia 1 arc 
still tacking because the eovemuaent Ls unwilling to take a scienritkally 
based census of all at^ric nil oral enterprises, 



In Austria, according So Hie census of 1902, out a£ 9.WI& 
persons ^yiii in ^ 4,422,981, «>r 48,7 per cent, were 
women In M wlwr« capitalism is far more developed women 
constitute (hi Hflfo* employed in ^ufoife ; per 

cent The more capitalism develops id agriculture the mSfe f employs 
female labour, that is & say, ***** *e living conditio^ of m 
working ««»•*. WBo«* employed in $N»n industry make u P g 
per «ru of the total labour fettti, but in ^riet.ltute They constitute 
more ihan 50 per This shows Hat taMtry is absorbing the 
ies/ labour and leaving the weaker to agriculture. 

I„ developed capitalist ccninlrin agriculture has already become 
mainly a women's occupation. 

But if w? examine statistics on farms of varan* sma shall 
see (h*i it Is in petty production that the exploitation of labour 
assumes particularly largo proportions. On (he other hand, even m 
aariciiltute, large-scale capitalist pioduution employs maiu y male 
labour, although in this wspcu it tea uot caught op wih 

The following are the comparative figures for Austria and 

Germany: 



Typeoffaml 


Group according to size of iarm 


Per cem of 
women emp loyed 






Austria 


Gcmiaav 


Proletarian 


j Up lx> half a Hectare* 




74.1 




l X A to 2 hectares 


50.9 


65.7 


Peasant 


(2toS " 


49.6 


54.4 




{ 5 to 10 " 


48.5 


' 50.2 




I I0tu20 " 


4fL6 


4S.4 


Capitalist 










E 1 00 hectares and over 


m 


41 .0 


For alt farms 




48.7 


54.A 



]n both countries «c die operation of the same law of 
m^'&$& ™ c twttevihe scdeol production Qie^r 

^~0ne hectare = 0.9 <rf » dessuaiiie. or 3.28 —IW> 
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among fee total number of persons employed in apiculture 
The general ftftatiaa under capitalism is ihe rMowiug- Qn 
proletarian farms, i.e. those whose *jffiwd$«p£ live mainly by means 
of Wife4a%iir {Agricultural labourers, day-lahoiirers, and wage- 
woTkers in general who possess a tiny plot oHand)J<Wc> ^^>wr 
vtidomtHatk tmr mafekhm sometimes lo an enormww extent. 

It must tick be forgotten that, the mimhcr of these pfoietanan M 
labourer farms h enormous: in Austria they auiaur.ua 
of a total of 2,800,000 Ikrms. and in Germany there are even MOG : C0O 
out of a total erf 5.700,000. 

On peasant farms male and feffiak labour .s employed Pi nearly 

equal pi<ip^rticms. 
ipiiiBfty.^ 

What does this signify"? 

U signifies tot the composition of die labour forte hi petty 
production is inferior to foal m larue-scale m$$M producuoir 

El xkuifies that id agriculture die working woman - the 
proletarian woman M pedant woman - must eseu hersd! ever .set 
much more, must strain herself to the utmost, imusL Loll et her work 
lo the detriment M her hedtb and die beaUh of her ehildren. m ord^r 
to keep up as far as possible with the male m&m & %^mW 
capitalist prodtidion. 

' It signifies that pett>- producuon keeps gniog under cnpiiahsm 
only by sizing out of the worker a amo.mi" of work dmu is 
squ^zed oliL of the worker in large-scale producnon. 

The pea K aiK is more tied up, more eniajlgled in die eomphcated 
net of eapitalisl. dependence than the He thitfc he is 

independew, Lhat he ean "make g<wd 9> ; but as a matter of tact tn 
order to keep gohig. ; he must work (for oapital) harder Am *S wage- 

The figure on cfi^lflbt>ur in agriculture provu this sUll HWte 
clearly* 

M>'IR,I'>I3 
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To Inessa Armand 



Dear If i end. 

I advise you to write die plan of your pamphlet 1 * in jjreaier 
detail. Otherwise tfew-e is much thai is unclear. 

I feel hound 10 make one point ngliL away. I suggest.you 0$r& 
altogether §3 dealing with "the demand (oo the pari of women) for 

free love" 

This is, in fact, a bourgeois, not a proletarian, demand. 
What do you really mean by it? What am it be understood to 
mean? 

1. Freedom from material (financial) ecus idcrai ions in iove? 
% Fixtttt material cares as well? 

3. From religious prejutliees? 

4. ftom the ban imposed by fr#*s father, etc.? 

5. From the prejudices of" "society"? 

6. From the narrow surroundings of the (peasant ox pelly- 
bemrgeois or intellectual-bourgeois) environment'? 

7. From the shackles of the taw, tine court and the police'.' 

8. From earneMncss. in love? 

9. From ehildbinh? 

10. Freedom lo commit adultery, etc.? 

L have listed many (not all, of course) shades of meaning, You 
do not mean, of course, Nos. 8-JQ, but Nos. ] 5 or s&m&hmg tike 
Nos. 1-7. 

But for Nos. 1-7 another definition should be chosen, tor free 
love does not express I he idea exactly. 

And The public at large, the readers will iwrvitobfy understand 
"free love" u> mean in general something along the lines of Nos. 
8-10. even ttgain&your wili. 



Precisely because in modern society llie most talkative find wrisy 
"ton strata." mean by "free love" Nos 8^ 1 0, this demand for free 
love is a bourgeois not a proletarian demand. 

Nos. 1 and 2 are mo&t important to the proletariat, and then 
Nos. 1-7, bui tbis. properly speaking, is cot "free love," 

What vou suhfvctfvely "want lo understand" by tt docs not matter.. 
What matters is the objective logic of class relations in allairs of 
love. 

Iriendly Uiakc hands!* 

W. I 

Written January 17,1915 
ia Berne 

tirsi published w i^* 

in the magazine B(tt$h#$& No. 13 



* The banning and eod&g M* ffiffi* b >' L ™ in ' n tJX * iUh 

-ft- 



To Inessa Armand* 



Dear iiiemf, 

lorgive me for replying so late. I blended to reply yesterday, 
but r was too busy and didn't nave the time i.o write, 

As tor the plan of yourpamphtei. [ >v^4ftfre pinion that "the 
demand For free love" was not clear and, whether pi wish&l it or 
IKS! IT emphasised this by saying: is a question of foe objective 
t&m relation, not :of your subjective wishes"), it would ho * bourgeois 
and not a proletarian demand in iBe Sobiiti &tiag ciftfae lime. 
Van disagree with this. 
WgU, let us consider the matter ogcr again. 
To rtiafce clear what ia unclear, ] listed about ten p^v^? ( au d 
meviLabie in ilie conditions of class Htrife) dittereni iaterpreiations 
flJtfJ pointed out Chfit interpretations !-7, in my opinion, would be 
typical or el.ni aetcristie for proletarian women, white iricerprctaiions 
8-10 would he typical or characteristic for bourgeois women. 

If yew wished to refute this, you should falye shown, Hisl. that 
the.se interrelations are not eorrecL (and ihco you should have 
advanced other mlerp;;eUi1ious. or pointed out the wrong ones) or 
second, thai they arc incomplete {and then von should have added 
m tni&sing ones) or. third, chat the division into proletarian and 
bourgeois iiiierp.re(ations cTiffemnt from rnfov 
You do none of ihese three things. 

Von don t mention p&hm I - ? at a]], Set, you admit that {fey are 
correct (on the whde)? (What you write about prostitution winony 
proletarian women and their dependence; Mb impossibility of saying 
no- folly iks points I -7. There fe uo cause for tfisagreemeni between 
us to be found here.) 



42 /The Emancipation ofWomett 



Kot do you deny that it is ^proktcirimi inWrciaticTi. 
Now there remain points K-10. ^v™,:,™" "i 

You "don'tquite understand" then. and iJ*««g flfi^i^ 
don't see bow one ^/(exactly what yftu wn*d) Ste^ (1-0 

free love with" 1 l^oinc 10.... 

And *>. / '".dentily" the one with the other and you raeau to 

shatter and destroy jfce M it. 

By fee b've to^mis mean p«i«K MO- - such is my 

,heS ' Do you deny this thesis'? Then say what fcwgtfti I*** ™"» 

b> ' Sfip ^ about «|* But do no. {MUM ^ actual life 
p^ s ,„*. this is precisely *tei^ «-*S 
this to the hilt. And yon tacitly admit it. 

Aud ifibis is (he case, iH«« flucstion * fmfm -* 
it is hardly rather jmv» to *K#f . 

aD d *JUf with them. You shodd bear » J* SKES? 
that otherwise f ^v W ill. ea rthe«ppropn atel1J ^» gCS 
lW et £* in Lheir own way and tuft yo«" * 
their milk ihev will distort your in dri «S«i <* W 
gfefa* ••tnuddied- W .hem wouder » k Nft that 
ro„ arc advocating). And to* have aewspW- etc., galore. 

points 8 10. Stnrnge, very strange indeed. . 
P »£yen a short-lived passion and love affair ^ more pou.c 
and mL pure- than the "unloving kis.es" dX^ gar and very vulgar) 

w i| -ba« you write, m w 9 m m 

cjoine to write iii youf panphlei- Pine. 

Is this a lorical sl nLith«i S ? k '^ cs ocl * c e Vu!g 

"bat?.. The app^itep.y is: with k.^nd you 
i„ contrast to then, "short- lived" (why it^f . ^ W 
im m*® 1. follow, .ogicahy fron, .1m b« -tojet 
Vis.es arc contrBStsd *Eb unloving iuattiW™a kisses.. Stor^ 
^ d it S« be bc-ner in a popnl.r $$0® W -^ast the 



petty-bourgeois.: intellectual or peasant (my point 6 or $ I ihiBk) 
vulgar and dirty marriage without km to the jrotetariaii civic marriage 
wtLh love (arid add, ifyousiwfh m iTM dial a short-lived passionate 
attaxr tan be pure and can be duty), your S^#fet vou have 
juxtaposmou of class but sotneihiug in l|je iiature of "an. 
individual case/- which is pebble, olcourse. But is this a question 
vt tam&ml efefe*? The theme o( a separate, individual case of dirt^- 
kis&cs. in marriage ami pure kisses in a short-lived love affair should 
be developed in a uovd (for here tlic whole S mh$t would be in the 
individual selling, in ajiatysiag the characters and psychology of 
types). But in a pamphlet? 

Vou have quite well grasped uly print annul the quotation from 
Key beirtt' unsuitably because you say ft is "absurd" to play the role 
of professors & love." Exactly. And what about The role of professors 
es short-lived, etc.? 

Actually tlic last Shigg I warn is polemics. E would gladly slop 
wnlmif thii letter and leave Lhc matter for a lulk with vou. But I do 
want the pamphlet 10 be a good one, so that noboth corf rear out 
pbrn»s thai are to your disadvantage ftp pfe i* txm0 ^metimcv 
to spwi everything. . .) and wfrinterpr et you. I am sure that yon wrote 
this, too "unwillingly/' and I am sending this LeUcr because 
coiTespondence, rather than talks, mny make you p deeper into ihe 
plan of the pamphlet. which is er very important thing. 

Haven't yon got a French Socialist among your women 
acquamranee.s? Translate for her (as if from Ihe Emjlish) my points 
1 JO and your remarks about short-lived, etc., and look at her and 
lixlen to her carefully — conduct a small experiment to see ^hat 
orders will .say and to find out their impressions and also what 
my expect ol' die pamphlet. 

I fJiakc -your hand and wish you to 
Lave fewer headaches and a speedy 
recovery, V, (J. 



Written .ranuary 24, 1915 in Bonis 
First published ia 1939 
in dii uuagaMuc 



Cqffccm n'vrfo, Vol 35 
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FROM A Caricature of Marxism 
and Imperialist Economism 



P. Kievsky dues not understand U*S difference between "negative" 
slogans that stigmatise political evils and economic evils. Tte 
difference lie* in the tm that certain economic evils are pan fjf 
capitalism as such, whatever the political superstructure, ynd that it 
is itiwosxtSfe to eliminate them econmuieaily without eliminating 
-■npitalism ME Not a single instance can be cited to disprove tfrfe. 
On the other hand, political evils represem a departure from demcwracy 
which, economically, is Mfy possible "on the basis of the existing 
system/* i.e. capitalism, and by \v»y of exception isbeing implemented 
tinder capitalism — certain aspects ill one country, other aspects hi 
another. Again, what the author fails Io understand is precisely the 
fundamental condition* necessary for the implementation of 

democracy in general! 

The same applies to lhc question of divorce. The reader wfll 
recall that it was fim posed by Rosa Luxemburg in the discussion on 
trie mtfhiiaf question. She expressed the perfectly justified opinion 
that \ !" wo uphold autonomy within a slate (for a definite region, area., 
etc.), we must, as centralist Soeial-De-Jmmiats, insist that all major 
national issues • - and divorce legislation is one of mem — .should 
come w rttiirj the jurisdiction of the centra! government and central 
parliament. Tills example clearly demonstrates thai one cannot be a 
democrat and socialist without demanding full freedom of divorce 
now, because the lack of such freedom is additional oppression of 

the ^pressed - theulti H be co re ; i,iKt ^ nt 

recognition of fhefiewfom to leave cil# husband is not an invitation 

to all wives to do so! 
P. Kievsky ''objects'*: 
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ft kttWMH mis- right lof di vorccj he Ifko if in ^ bra hvhen 
he w. r* w** to c avc the hn^d] she conld ^ exercise 

on r 2 S „TT e , dCi,e,ldCd '- ,U Ihc WiJ1 ^/Aftrf pirt f tt> «,r^o«a 6 lil]; 
on the will of claimant* to % afYeeW Wonld we advocate the 
proclamation of SUck a right? Of course nor!" 

Thai I object repeals conipk- te failure i« understand me ration 
between demt.cracy u> Kmerul and caj3Elalisui TJie C0Jldiljyus th 
i lake it nrtpo.^bfc for the oppressed classes 1o "exercise" their 
demacralic ngkts are hot the exception uader oapkaTism: the v are 
jpit^ of U,e system, in „ 10sl c ase .s the right ofdivorw will reman. 
ui.neal.Hbte under capitalism, fe the oppressed ses f s subjugated 
ftf* No ^ W# democracy there i s fifer 

eapitahsm the worwn remains a --domesiic S !aye/' a slave locked up 
U rl» bedroom. Dltrs^ry, kitchen. The right to elect their "own" 
peoprc s judge* off.cn.is, schoolteachers, jmyinea etc., is likewise 
m most cases ^realisable under capitalism precisely became of the 
econom.e objection oj the workers and mmfi . The same applies 
tbt dcmocxatK, rcpnbhe: o,,r progntma.e defines it as '-government 
b> the people, .hough all Social-Democrats Wv perfectly well 
Sj^rSH^ 11 ' he »«« public there fe 

° nl > (hose who cannot think straight or have no knowledge of 

E '^"^mree. nopoim in democracy, no poiai i u sc \f- 
daenn,, alH n, ol nation,! But Marxists know that dernceracy doe, 
»ot abolish class oppression. It only makes the cl ass sra^gle more 
dtreel, wider. wore open and pronounced, and that is what we need 
The fuller the freedom of divorce, the clearer wiU women see that 
2? ""^ f ,ho,r * m » 8 ^ ^very" i" apfaUiiu. not lack ofrighLs 
The more democratic uV system of government the clearer will the 
porker* p .hat the root evil is capitalism, uot lack of rights. The 
tuilcr national c^ality ( aa J it is not complete without Jiwdmn of 
S' 01 ^ the f ,^ will the W ork WS of the oppressed nation, see 
tt£« fJte cause of their oppression is capitalism, not lack of rights, 

| hhisi be said again and again; It « embank.™ t „ have to 
drive home the ABC of Marxism. bu t is o ne to do if K.evsfcy 



docs not. know ir? 

He discusses divorce in much the same way as one of the 
secretaries 'of ihu Organising Commiitcc* 7 abroad, Setnkovsky, 
discussed i|, jf T remember righdy, sn the Paris Gulus.^ His line of 
reasoning was thai freedom of divorce is tint, it is true, an invitation 
to all wives to leave liter husbands, bwt if it fo provctE that a\] other 
b«sbands arc belter than yours, madame, ihen it amounts to one and 
[he sume JluugM 

Jn taking That line of argument Semkovsky forgot tful crank 
tltliikiti" i!> ntii a "violation of sodulisi or democratic oriiiciptes. If 
Seiiikovsky wore ik> tell a woman that all gther husbands are beiter 
than hers, no one would regard This as violation of democratic 
principles. At most people would say; There are bound to be big 
cranks in a big parly! Rut if Senikovsky were Co take it into his head 
t& defend a& a deuiocmt a pvmm who opposed freedom of divorce 
und appeaJud, !i)T ■insrance, <o the courts, the police or the church m 
lirevent his wife leaving hfm, we feel sure that &v$n most of 
Sciilkovsky's coJIc^ues or* tiK* Scereiariat Abroad, though they are 
sony socialite, would tvfu&e to sur>port him! 

Both Semkovsky mid Kiavsky, in their "discussion" ol'divorce, 
fail to undursiand the issue and avoid its mibslance. namely, thai: 
tinder capitalism the right of divorce*, as ati oth^r dentociEStic righls 
withovit exceplion. is conditional, restricted, formal, narrow and 
extremely difficult °"f rcaliNalU)n. Yd no self-respecting f^ocial- 
Democrai will consider anyone opposing the right of divorce a 
democrat, iet alone a socialist. That is the crux of the matler. Af! 
"demoenacy" consists in the proclatuanon -mdrerihsation of^ri&hls^ 
which uuder ea]iiLalism are realisable only to a very small decree and 
onfy relatively. But without die proclamation of these rights without 
a struggle lo iiilroduce them now, LnEnediately, wiLhont training ihe 
masses in the spirit of this struggle, socialism is ihipi^\sihf&. 

WVitKn Augtisr-October 1V16 

I'irsl published ia Zvesda Coftected Works. Vol. 2;^ 

Nos, 1 and 2, \ 924 



FROM Tasks of the Left ZimmerwalcUsts in 
the Swiss Social-Democratic Party 19 



III. Pressing Democratic Reforms and Utilisation of the 
Political Struggle and Parliamentarism 

17. Abolition of all restrictions without exception on the political 
rights of women compared with chose of men. It must be explained 
to ihe musses why this reform is particularly urgent ai the present 
time, when the war and the high cost of living are agitatiag the mind* 
of the broad ms&m and, in particular, are rousing die interest and 
the attention of women towards politics. 



Written i.q late (Mober 
and early November 1916 
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FROM The Tasks of the Proletariat 
in Our Revolution 



11 The substitution of a peopled miijiia for tfae police is a reform 
that follows from the entire course of the revolution and that is now 
being introduced in most parts of Russia. We must explain to the 
people clial in most of the bourgeois revolution* of the usual type, 
tbis tefbrm was always extremely short-U ved, and thai Uie bmttgctnsie 
— even the most democratic and republican — restored Lhe police 
of the ofel, tsarist type, a police divorced from ihe people, eominan Jed 
by the bourgeoisie and capable of oppressing the people in every 
way. 

There % only one way to prevent the restoration of the police, 
and that is to create a people 1 * militia and to fuse it with the army (the 
standing army to be replaced by the arming of the entire people). 
Service in this militia should extend to aU citizens of both sexes 
between the ages of fifteen and sixty-five without exception, if these 
tentatively suggested age limits may be taken as indicating the 
participation of adolescents and oki people. CapitalisTs mustpay their 
workers, servants, etc,, for days devoted to public service in the 
militia. Unless women are brought to take an independent pan not 
only m political life generally, but also in daily and universal public 
service, it j s no use talking about full and stable democracy, Tet alone 
socialism. And such *>olice H functions as cace of the sick and of 
homeless children, tbod inspection, etc., will never be satisfactorily 
discharged until women are ou an equal fooling with men, not merely 
notninaliy but in reality. 

The tasks which the proletariat must put before the people in 
order to safeguard. coasoJi date and develop the revolution are to 
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prevent the restoration of the police and to e&fe Ifie organisational 
forces of the entice people in forming a peoples mill tia. 

First published September 1917 Collected Vol. 24- 

as a pamphlet by P)ibt)i 

Publisher* 



FROM Materials Relating to the Revision 
of the Party Programme 20 



The constitution of'ilie Russian democratic republic must ensure: 

n The sovereignly of the people; supreme power in the stale 
must be vested entirely io the people's representatives, who shall be 
elected by the people and be subject Jo recall at any lime, and who 
shall constitute a single popular assembly, a single chamber, 

I) The sovejvigmy of the people. Let- the concentration of 
supreme state power in the hatnk of a legislative, assembly, earning 
of the representatives of ihc people attd 'canstmting a vingte chamber. 

2} Universal, equal, ami direct MirTrage for alf efeens, n*en and 
women, who have reached tbc age of twenty, ju the elections to The 
legislative assembly and to the various bodies of local sdf-govemment; 
secret ballot; the right ofevery voter k> be elected to any representative 
institution; biennial parliaments; salaries to be paid to the peopled 
representatives; proporUoual reprcmristion at all elcctitins; all 
delegates and elected officials, without exception, to be subject 
to recall sit any time upon the decision of a majority of their 
electors.. 

3) Bo&a) self-governtaem on a broad scale; regional self- 
government in localities where the composition of the pop u la lion and 
living and social condiiron* are or a specific nature: the abolition of 
ail slate appointed local and regional authorities, 

4) Inviolability of person and domicile, 

5) Unrestricted freedom of conscience speech, the press, 
assembly, strikes, and association. 

6) freedom of movement and occupation. 
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7) Abolition irf* ihe social-estates, equal rights for all citizens 
irrespective or' sex, creed, race, w nationality. 

8) The right <rf the population To rw.- c ive iiKlruetion m thdrnative 
tongue m schools to be established % the purpose at the expense of 
the state anil ioeaT wgaus of self-government; the %hs of every 
0ftm to use his native language ar. meetings; the native language to 
be used m </ kM with the officud language in all loeaf public and 
stale nisticucions; oblatory olficial language to be abolished. 

f&e right of self- determinate fi f ar all number nations of the 

state. 

9) The rijrfet frf all member nations of the start? to tmly 
secede and form independent states. The repubtic of the Russian 
nation mast attract «thcr nations < fr nationalities not bv fore*, 
but exclusively by vohmtoiy agreeing* to form a common rtate 
The unity and frntcnial alliance of the workers of all euuutries 
is incompatible *p the use of forte, dire* ar indirect, against 
other nationalities. 

way bef 1 he riShl ° t aI1 P**™ t0 oflficial b lnc re S" lar 

I r) Judges and or her affi^i both civil And military, r» bo 
elected by the peopJe w ith the right to recall auy*f theiu'at any 
time by decision (ft a majority of tlhejr electors" 

peop!? RepiaCCmen{ ' {f the mmiin S *rmy hy the nmversafly armed 

12) The police and standing army to be replaced by lb* 
universally armed penpl*; workers and other employees to 
receive regular wages from th<- capitalists for the time devoted 
to public service in toe people's militia. 

ITi Separation of the church from the mm and schools from 
ibc cliureh; schools to be absolutely secular. 

U) Free md cowpuLwry f^mral m g vvutiioml education jor 
atf chtidren ufhoth sexax up to ihe age of tixteen; poor children to he 
prodded v.irh fm clothing, and school supplies at the expense of 

14) Km* and compulsory general and polyrechukaJ education 



(fa^,liarisiog tlie indent with the theoretical and practical 
aspects of the most important fields of production) for ail 
children of both sexe* up to tbc a K e of ffetifr* training fl f 
children to be eloseJy integrated with soeiaJIy productive work, 

15) All studears to be provided wifb rood, clothing and 
school supptre* at the cost of the *rate. 

16) Public education to be administered by demotratkaUy 
elected organ* of local self-govern meal; the central government 
uor t8 be allowed to interfere with the arrangement of the school 
curnndum, or with the selection of the teaching stall*; teachers 
to be elected directly by the population with the right of ihe 
latter to remove undesirabJe teachers. 

As a basic condition for die democratisaliou of oar coiintrv's 
national economy, the Russian Social-Detnccratic Labour Party 
dcTuaads the abolition of all indirect taxes and- the establjsluncnt of a 
progressive tax on incomes and inheritances. 

The high level ol development of capitalism already achieved 
m bunking and in the trustified branches of industry, on rhe 
one hand, and the ecouomic disruption caused by the topcriaJist 
war, everywliere evoldng a dwnand for state and public control 
of the production and disnjbiiUon of all staple products, on the 
utber, induce tbc Party to demand the nationalisation of cbe 
banks, syndicates (trusts), etc, 

'A> safeguard the working cla^s from physical aud moral 
deterioration, and develop its ability to can- v on the struggle for 
emancipaLiru. the \>Mty demands: 

/) An tight-hour working doyfor all wa$?-woi±&rs. 

1) An eight-hour working day for all wage -workers, 
locJwIing a brcati of not kss than one hour for meal* where 
work is continuous. Jn dangerous and unhealthy industries the 
working day to be redded to from four to sh hour*. 

2) A sratutory .weekly nnintemipted rest period of aot Ics^ than 
RjrijMwo hours tbr ail wage- workers iv? both sc^es in all branches 
of the national economy. 

3) (.'ompkac prohibition of i.n r ei'time work. 

4) Prohibition rpf night-work (from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m.) in all 
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branches of the national economy except in ernes where if is absolutely 
accessary for technical reasons endorsed by the labour organisations. 

4) Prohibition of nighi-mtrk {from S p.m. fa* 6 a.m*> in all 
branches of th* national economy eicept i_u cases where it is 
absolutely necessary for technical reason* endorsed hy the 
labour organisation?: — provided, hoover, that night-work does 
not exceed four hour?. 

5) Prohibition of the employment of children of school -age 
{u/uier sixteen) and restriction of the working day of adolescents 
(from sixteen to eighteen) to six hours. 

5) Prohibition erf the employment of children of school-age 
(under sixteen), restriction of the working day of adolescent* 
(from sixteen to twenty) t«> four hours, and prohibition qf Un- 
employment of adolescent* im nigbt-worfc io unhealthy 
industries and mints. 

6) Prohibition qf female labour in all branches of industry 
injurious to women's health; women to he released from work for 
four weeks before and six weeks- after child-birth, without hm of 
pay. 

G\ Prohibition of female labour in all branches of industry 
injurious to women's health; prohibition of iiitfht work for 
women; women to be released from work eight weeks before 
and eight weeks after child-birth, without loss of pay and with 
Tree medical and njedieinal aid. 

7) Iisiao/ishrnem of nurseries for infants and yotfag children at 
all factories ttrtd other enterprises where women are employed; nursing 
mothers to be allowed recesses of at least half-hour duration at 
intervals of not more than three hows, 

7) Establishment of nurseries Tor infants and young children 
and rooms for nursing mothers at all factories and other 
enterprises where women are employed; nursing mothers to be 
allowed recesses of at feast baif-hemr duration at intervale of 
not more than three hours; such mothers to receive nursing 
benefit and their working day to be reduced to six hours. 

#) Sfate insurance for workers crnwing old age ami ma! or 
partial disablement on! of a special fund formed by a special tax on 
the capitalists. 
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8} Full social insurance of workers: 

a) for All forms of wage-labour; 

b) for all harms of disablement, namely, sickness, injure* 
infirmity, old age, occupational disease, ritM-birth, widowhood, 
orphanhood, and also unemployment, etc,; 

c) all insurance institutions to be administered entirely h> 
the insured themselves; 

d) the cost of insurance lo be borne by the capitalist*; 

c) free medical and medicinal aid under the control of self- 
governing sick benefit societies, the management bodies of which 
are ti> be elected by the workers. 

9) Payment of wages in kind to he pwhihited; regular weekly 
p^days to he fixed in ail lubour contracts without exception and 
wages to he paid in cash and during working hours, 

10 Prohibition of deductions by employer* from wages an any 
pretext or for airy purpose whatsoever [fines, spoilage, etc.}. 

Jf) Appointment of an adequate nttmher of factory inspectors 
in all branches of the national economy; faaoiy iaspection to be 
extended to ail enterprises employing hired 'labour, including 
government enterprises (domestic service also to hp liable m 
inspection); women inspectors to be appointed in industries where 
female labour is employed; repivseniatives elected hy the waiters 
and paid by the store to supervise rite enforcement of the factory 
laws, the fixing of rates: md the passing or rejection ofro W materials 

and finished products. 

. 

9) The establishment of a Labour inspectorate elected by 
the workers* organisations and covering all enterprises 
employing tared labour, as well as domestic servants; women 
inspectors to be appointed in cnlerpriscs where female labour 
is employed. 

Written in April-May 1*17 

Published in .tunc W? ! >' ,. .. , 

b .he pan.pnict mmals C *' W ffo,t *> 24 

Relating to the Revision 

of the Party i'rugramme, 

i'riboi riiMisJwrs, Peuvgrad 
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FROM Can the Bolsheviks 
Retain State Power? 



The proletariat, we are told, will no l be able to set the stale apparatus 

in motion. 

Since the 390.5 Revolution. Russia has been governed by 130,000 
landowners, who have perpetrated endless violence against 
650,000,000 people, heaped unconstrained abuse upon them, and 
condemned the vast majority io inhuman toil and. semi-starvation. 

Yet we are told that the 240,000 nieinbera of the Bolshevik Party 
will not "be able to govern Russia, .govern her in Lhe interests of the 
poor and against the ricii. These 2.40,000 are already backed by no 
less than a million votes of the.adult population, for this is precisely 
the proportion between the number of Party members and tlie number 
of votes east for the Party thai has been established by the experience 
of Europe and the experience of Russia as shown, for example, by 
die elections to the Petrojrrad C 'My (."(Hirie.il last August. We therefore 
already have a "state apparatus*' of one million people devoted to the 
socialist state for the sake of high ideals and not for the sake of a fat 
sum received op the 20th of every month. 

In addition to that we have a "magic way" to enlarge our state 
apparatus tenfold at once, at one stroke, a way which no capitalist 
stale ever possessed or could possess. This magic way is to thaw 
the working people, to draw the poor, into the daily work of state 
administration, 

To explain how easy it will be to emptoy tins magic way and 
how faultlessly it will operate, lei us lake lhe simples! and most striking 
example possible. 

The state is to forcibly evict a certain family from a flat and 
move another in. This often happens in the capitalist state, and it wil I 



also happen in our proletarian ot socialist slate, 

The capitalist stale evict* a working-class family which has lost 
its breadwinner and cannot pay the rent The baffi.fr appears with 
police, or militia, a whole squad of them. To effect an eviction m a 
working-class district a whole detachment of Cossacks is requited. 
Why 1 . 3 Because the bailiff And the militiaman refuse to go without a 
verv stron« military guard. They know that the scene of an eviction 
arouses such fury among lhe neighbours, among thousands *nd 
ihovsands of people who have Iran driven to the verge of desperation, 
arouses such hatred towards the capitalists and the capitalist state, 
that the bailiff and the squad of militiamen run the risk or being torn 
lo pieces ai any miunte. Large military forces are required, several 
regiments must be brought into a big city, and the troops must come 
troin some distant, outlying region so that the soldiers will not be 
familiar with tbe life of the urban poor, so that the soldiers will not be 
'Infected" with socialism. 

The proletarian state has to forcibly move a very poor family 
iDto a rich man's flat. Let u& suppose that our squad of workers' 
militia is fifteen strong; two sailors, two soldiers, two class-conscious 
workers (of whom, let us suppose, only one is a member of our 
Party, or a sympathiser}, one intellectual, arid eight from the poor 
working people, of whom a* least five must be women, domestic 
servant*, unskilled labourers, and so forth. The squad arrives at the 
rich man's flat, inspects it and finds that it consists of five rooms 
occupied by two men and. two women — "You must squeeze up a 
bit into two rocsms this winter, citizens, and prepare two rooms ior 
two families now living in cellars, Until the time when, with the aid 
of engineers (you ate an engineer, aren't you?), we have budt good 
dwellings for cvervbodv, yon will have to squeeze up.a Utile, Your 
telephone will serve ten families, This will save a hundred hours of 
work wasted on shopping and so forth. "Now in your family iheie- 
are two unemployed persons who can perform light, work; a eitizeness 
iifiv-five vcars of age and a citizen fourteen years of age. Tbey will 
be en dutv for three hours a day supervising lhe proper distribution 
of provisions for ten tamilies and keeping t[,e necessary account of 
this- The student citizen in our sqnad will now write out this state 
order in two copies and you will be kind enough to give us a signed 
declaration that you wJl faithfully cany it out/* 
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apparatus, for we are sure of the fullest and Averted sympathy of the 
vast majority of the population. We a)orc can create such an apparatus, 
because we have class-conscious, worker* disciplined by long 
capitalist * k sch<K>Iing' ' (it was not for nothing ihat we went to learn in 
the school of capitalism), workers who are capable of forming a 
makers* militia and ol gnufaatty expanding it (beginninc: to expand 
it at once) into n militia embracing the. whale people- The class- 
conscious workers must lead, but fo* the work of administration 
ihey cnu ealist thy vast mass of the working and oppressed people. 

It .goes without saying that this new apparatus is bound lo make 
mistakes in caking its first steps. But did not the peasants make mistakes 
when they emerged from serfdom and began to manage their own 
affairs? Is there any way cither than practice by which the people 
can learn to govern themselves and to avoid mistakes? Is there any 
way other than !>y proceeding immediately to genuine self- government 
by .the people? The chief thing now is lo abandon the prejudiced 
boutgcoiji-intelleclua[i.st Wow that only special official*, who by their 
very social position are entirely dependent upon capita), can administier 
the Male. The chief thing is to put an end rn the. state of affairs m 
which bourgeois officials and "socialist 1 ' ministers are trying lo govern 
in the old way but are incapable of doing so and, after seven months, 
are laced with a peasant revolt iu a peasant country? The chief thing 
is to imbue the oppressed and working people with confidence in 
their own strength, to prove to them in practice that they can and 
must. themselves undertake the proper, mosc strictly regulated and 
organised distribution of tread, ail kinds food, roilk. clothing, 
housing, etc., in the interest* of the poor. Unless this is done, Russia 
cawiot be saved Prom collapse and ruin. The conscientious, bold, 
universal wove to hand over administrative work to proletarians and 
semi -proletarians, will ™use such unprecedented revolutionary 
enthusiasm among the people, so multiply the people's forces iu 
combating distress, that much that seemed impossible to our narrow, 
old. bureaucratic forces will become possible for the millions who 
will begin fv work for themselves and not for the capitalists, the 
gentry, the bureaucrat and not out of fear of punishment. 

* * # 

To tear the resistance af the capitalists and yet to call oneself a 



revoludonary, to wish to be regarded as a socialist — ftp; 9» 
disgraceful? How low must iiaLcnwtional socialism, corrupted by 
opportunism s fam fallen ideologically if such voice* couldhe rijftM i 
We have already seen the strength of the capitalists' resistance; 
the entire people have seen it. Tor the eapualists are more elas&- 
conscious than the other classy aod at ^realised the si^tffcarto 
oflhe mt?m -at once exerted their efforts t« the utmost, resorted 
to everything, went to all lengths, resorted to the most incredible lies 

(hem. to nought, to prostitute chern (with, tile aid of the Mensbeviks 
and SociaLst-RevoJurionaries- 1 ), to hsnsfwinlhem ruto talking-shops 
to wear down ih e peasant* and workers by months and month* of 
empty taJk and playing at revolution. 

tovc notyet seen t however, the strength of resistance of the 
proletarians and poor peasant, for tins srrength will become fully 
apparent only vdtcri power is m the hands of the proletariat, when 
tens of millions of people who have been crushed by want and 
capitalist slavery see fro™ experience mil fed that state power 1m 
passed mto the hands of the oppressed clasps, thaL the siaLe is belpine 
the poor to fight the landowners and capitalists, is Jwakmg their 
resistance. Ottfy then shall we see what untapped force* of resistance 
to the capitalists arc latent among the people; onZy then will witftt 
hngels called 'latent manifest hsejf. Only then, for every 

ten tfaftrt? overt fljicf concealed enemies of worfcing-cJass ruie 
rnuifesttug themselves actively or by passive resistance, there will 
arise g million new fighters who have been politically dormant 
suflenng in rhe tonnenrs of poverty and despair, having ceased to 
believe that tfiey m human, that they have the right to live, that rhey 
loo can be served by The entire might of the modern centralised staLe 
that tfieir contingents of £he proletarian militia can, with the (Mm 
confidence, also be called upon to take a direct, immediate, daily part 
in state admuistralion. 

The capitalists aud landowners, with the benevolent assistance 
of Hckhanov, Breshkovslcav*, totdi, Chernov and Jin ve done 
Wftibing in their power to defile ihe democratic republic, to defile 
II by servility to wealth to sueh a degree (hat tJie people are bean* 
overeon* by apathy, indifference; it is ail the ™ to them, because 
Hie lumpy man caiitmt see ihe difference between rhe republic and 



the monarchy: the freezing, barefooted, worn-out soldier saerifjciag 
his life for alien interests is not able to love the republic. 

But when every labourer, every unemployed worker, every cook, 
every ruined peasant sees, not from the newspapers, but with his 
own eycs ? Lhat the proletarian state is not cringing to wealth but is 
helping trie poor, that this state docs not hesitate to adopt revoluucnary 
measures, that it confiscates surplus stocks, of provisions from the 
parasites and distributes them to the hungry, that it forcibly installs 
the homeless in die houses oflhe rich, dial it compels die rich to pay 
for nulk but docs not give them a drop until the children of all tk>ot 
families are sufficiently supplied, that the* land is being transferred to 
the working people and the factories and hanks are buitig placed 
under the eonixol of the workers and that immediate nud severe 
punishment is meted oil to the millionaires who conceal their wealth 
- when Ihe potir see and feci this, no capitalist or kulak forces, no 
forces of world finance capital which manipulates thousands of 
million*., will vanquish the people's revolution; on the contrary, ihe 
wcktttst mwiuiifm will triumph all over the world feir it is maturing 
hi all countries. 

Our revolution will boinvincibte if it las not afraid of itself, if it 
transfers all power to the proletariat, for behind us stand the 
immeasurably larger, more developed, more bipW^ Wpfid Ibrecs 
of the proletariat which are temporarily held down by the war cut 
not destroyed; on the contrary, the war has multiplied Lhern. 
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Speech 

at the First All-Russia Congress 
of Working Women 
Novembei 19, 1918 22 

Comrades, in a cenain sense this congress of the women's section 
of ilic workers army lias a Special significance, because one of the 
hardest things ki every country has been to stir the women into acUou. 
There can be no soeiaiisl revolution unless very many working women 
take a big part in at. 

No wonder women are called domestic slaves: such is the .status 
of women in all civilised countries, even the most advanced. Women 
do not enjoy full equality in any capitalist state, not even hi the freest 
of republic*. 

On* of the fin>l tasks of the Soviet Republic is to abolish all 
restrictions on women's rights. The Soviet government has completely 
abolished divorce proceedings, that source of bourgeois degradation, 
repression and humiliation. 

It will soon be a year now since complete freedom of divorce 
was legislated, We have passed a decree annulling all distinction 
between legiiunnte and illegitimate children and removing several 
political restrictions. Nowhere else in the world have equality and 
freedom for working women been so fully established 

We know that it is the working-class woman who has to beat 
the full bmnt of antiquated Codes. 

Fox the first time in history, our law has removed everything 
that denied women rights. But the Important thnuj j s not the law. In 
the cities and industrial areas this law on complete freedcmi of marriage 
is doing all right, hu* in the countryside il all too frequently remains a 
dead letter. There the religious marriage Mill predominates. This is 
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due w the iEiQuence of the priests, an evil that is harder to combat 
than die old legislation. 

We must be extremely careful ia fighting religious prejudices.; 
some people cause a lot oi'harm in this struggle by offending religious 
feelings. We must use propaganda and education. By lending too 
sharp an edge to the struggle we may only arouse popular iesemrnenL; 
such methods oi'siruggte tend to pe^iuate the division of the people 
along religious lines, whereas our strength lies in unity. The deepest, 
source of religion* prejudice is poverty and ignorance: and thai is the 

evil wc have to combat. 

The status of women up to now has been compared to that of a 
ilave; women have been tied 10 rhe home, and only socialism can 
save ihem from this. They will only be completely emancipated when 
we can get rid of rhe small peasant farms to proceed to co-operative 
farming and use collective methods to work the land, Thai, is a 
difficult task. But now thaL Poor Peasant Committed are being 
formed, the lime has come when the socialist revolution is being 
consolidated. 

"the poorest part of she rural population only now beginning 
to organise, but socialism is acquiring a firm foundation in these 
organisations of poor peasant*!. 

Before, often the town became revolutionary and ihen the 

countryside. 

Rut the presem revolution relies on the countryside, and therein 
Jie ils significance and strength. The experience of all liberation 
movements ht ?hown that the success of a revolution depends on 
how mueh the . 1 >men take part in it The Soviet government is doing 
everything in its power to enable women W on independent 
proletarian socialist work. 

The Soviet government U in a difficult situation because the 
imperialists of all countries hale Soviet Russia and arc preparing to 
go to war with her for kindling the tire of revolution m a number of 
countries and for taking determined steps towards socialism, 

Kowthul they are out lo destroy levolutmiiary Russia, the ground 
is beginning to burn under their own feet, You know how the 
revolulionary movement is spreading in Germany. Ia Denmark the 
workers are lighting their government, In Holland and Switzerland 
the revolutionary movemeni is getting .stronger. The revolutionary 



movement in these 00 countries has no importance in itself, but it 
is particularly .significant because there was no war in these countries 
arid they had the moat '^(institutional" tkm<x;raric system, If countfi.es 
like diesearc stirring imo action, it. makes us sure the revolutionary 
movement is taking a hold fill over the world. 

No other republic has so far been able to emancipate woman. 
The Soviet go vcrnmewt is helping her. Our cause is invincible because 
the invincible working class is rising in all countries. This movement 
signifies the .spread of the invincible socialist revolution. (Prafcnged 
£tppfattie. AH sing the "Imenratiomfte**) 

Newspaper report, published CaU*:wJ Vol. 28 

November 20. 
in JSaygffjfl Mfh 253 
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FROM Draft Programme 
of the R.CP.(B ^ 



First PaTagraplt of Section trf Programme on the Courts. 

As it advances to communism through flte dictatorship of the 
proletariat, the Communis Party.: rejecting democratic slogans* 
completely abolishes also such organs of bourgeois rate as the old 
courts anriTcplaces them by class courts of workers and peasants, 
Arte taking all power into its bands, the pri.4etsriat puis forward, 
instead of the old vague formula. "Flection of judges by the pfe^ftj" 
the class slfigflfl, "Election of judges from the working people by 
none but !he working people," and carries ft imo practice throughout 
the judicial system. With regard to the election of judges from workers 
and peasants only who do not employ tf&ge labour for profit, the 
^mmnumst Party makes do distinction on account ofsex but allows 
men and women completely equal rights both in electing judges and 
in exercising judicial functions. Having repeated the laws of the 
overthrown governments, the Party calls on the judges elected by 
Soviet electors to enforce the will of the proletariat and apply its 
decrees or, in the absence of relevant decrees, orif they are inadequate, 
to take guidance from their socialist sense- of justice, ignoring the 
laws of the overthrown governments. 

First published in I y30 i>>fk>ete<t Mirks, Vol 29 
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FROM A Great Beginning 



Heroism of the Workers in the Rear 
"Communist Snbbotniks** 

We must ail admit thai vesiiee ortiie bourgeois-intellectual 
phrasemongering approach (o questions of the revolution are in 
evidence a , ev«y step, everywhere, ever, in our own ranks. Our 
press, for example, dt.es litfe to light these rctaa survives of the 
rotten t^urgeois-demoewUc past; it does little to foster (he simple 
modest, ordinary but vinle shoots of genuine communism. 

Take the pusmoriDf women. In this field, not a single democratic 
party m the world no , even in iha most advanced bourgeois republta 
has done j D decades so much as a hundredth pan of what we did in 
our very first year in power. We actually razed to the ground the 
wiamous luvvs placing women m a position of inequality. restrict™, 
divorce- aid surrouuding it with dieting formalin^, drying 
rocosoibcm to children born out of wedlock, enforcing a search for 
Hieir tathers, etc., tows numerous .survivals of which, to the shame 
<>h the bourgeoisie and pf capitalism, are to be found in all civilised 
countries We have a ihousand titnes the right to be proud of what 
we have done in dMs.fi.el4, Hut the mote thoroughly we clear foe 
groimd &i the lumber of the old, bourgeois laws aa d institution the 

Notwithstanding all foe laws emancipating woman, she continues 
to be a Jomemc mm beauwjwp housework crushes, sauries 
stultifies and degrades her, chains her to the kitchen and the ,,ur*W 
and she *atto her labour on barbarously unproductive, petty, , roe - 
racing, s.ulttfying and crushing drudgery. The real emancipation of 



women, real eommurjisnv fcyrll begin only where and when an all-out 
struggle begins (ted by the proletariat wielding ike slate p'ower) against 
this petty housekeeping, or i-afber when its wholesale irons for malum 
into a large-scale socialist economy begins. 

Do WC in practice pay suffictal attention (o this question, which 
£a theory every Communist considers indisputable? Of course not. 
Do we lake proper cart: of the shoors of communism which already 
exist in this sphere? Again the answer is no. Public catering 
establishments, nurseries, fciadcrgartens — here we have examples 
of these shoots, here: wchave the simple, everyday means, Ihvoiviog 
nothing pompous, grandiloquent or ociTcnwnial, which cm rectify 
emancipate women, really fe&scii and abolish their inequality with 
men as regards their rule in social induction and public life. These 
menus not new., the}' (like all Ite iiiateriiil prerequisites for socialism) 
were created by large-scale capitalism, But under capitalism rhey 
remained, lTTSt,a rarity, and secondly — which ispanicularly uupoiinnt 
— either profit-makitig entcrpri.ses, with all the worst features of 
speculation, profiteering, cheating and fraud, or "acrobatics of 
bourgeois charity;" which the best workers rightly haled and despised. 

7Tiere is nc.» doubt dial tine number of ihc&e institutions in out 
country has increased enormously and that they are b&ginrting to 
change in character. There is no doubt that we have far more 
orgam'stitg talem among the women workers and peasant women 
than wc are aware of", that we have far more people than we know of 
who can organise practical work, with the co-operation of large 
numbers of -workers and of still larger numbers of consumers, without 
the abundance of talk, fuss, squabbling and charier about plans, 
systems, ctc_ s with whieh our big-headed "intellectuals'* or half-baked 
''Communists^ arc ''affected." Rut we do notmtr.w these ahooLs of 
the new as we should. 

Look aL the bourgeoisie. How very well they know how to 
advertise what ihty need! See how million* of copies of their 
newspapers extol what the capitalist regard as "moder enterprises, 
and how '"model" bourgeois instituliors are made an object of national 
pride} Our press does not take the trouble, or hardly ever, to describe 
the best entering establishments or nurseries, in order, by daily 
insistence, to ^et some of them turned hito models of their kind. It 
docs not£ive them enough publicity, does not describe in detail the 
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saving in human labour, the conveniences for rhe consumer, the 
economy of produeix, the emancipation of women from domestic 
stoveo^ the improvement in sanitary condi Lions, limits achieved with 
exemplary wmmimk: worL lha ( can be achieved and can be extendi 
to die whole of society, to ail working people. 

Exemplary production, exemplary eomtmini.st MJb.btnniks, 
exemplary care and eonscienlionsnesA in procuri.nir and diKTribming 
every pood of #ram, exemplary catering establishments, exemplary 
clewlines in such-and-such a workers' hou.se. in such-and-Mich a 
block, should aJi receive tea lames more attention and tarns from our 
pres.. as well as from every workers' and peasants' organisation, 
than fJiey receive now. AJJ these are .shoots orcormjiunisni. and if is 
our common and primary duly to nurse them. Diillciilt as our food 
and production siLuation is. in the eighteen months of Bolshevik rule 
ihere has been undoubted progress m along the tine; gtijn 
procurements have increased from 30 million poods (from August I 
19(7, to August I, m$) 10 100 million poods* (from August [ 
imm May 1,1919); ve|etabio gardening has expanded, tht margin 
ofuiisownlaHdhiisdijiiinisheiL railway transport has rj$gna io improve 
despite ihe enormous fbel difficulties, and -so on. Against this general 
background and with the support of the proletarian state power, the 
sliooi-s of communism will not wither; they will grow afed blossom 
into complete eonnmiitisiTi. 

Published as a pamphlet Cvflectecl Wurte, ®&M 

m July 191 9 ; Moseow 



The Tasks of the Working Women's 
Movement in the Soviet Republic 



Speech Delivered at the FiwHl Moscow City 
Conference of Non-Party Working Women 
September 23, 1919 

Comrades, it giyes me pieasnre to greet a conference of working 
women. I will alfow inyselffo passovsr Uiose surij«jcis and questions 
rhat. of course, at mc moment are the cause of the greatest concern 
to every working woman and io every politically eortseious indi vidua! 
h-om among the working people; these are die most urgent questions 
— <fo.r ol bread and thru of the war siiiuiiion. I know Irora tJte 
newspaper reports of your meetings lh.pt these questions have been 
dealt wdh exhaustively hy Comrade Trotsky a* far. as war questions 
are concerned and by Cormrades Yakovleva and Sviderskv as tor as 
ihe mm question is concerned: please, therefore, allow me ropas* 
over those questions. 

I should like to say a few word* about the general tasks facing 
the working women's movement in the Soviet Republic, tho.se that 
arc, iu general, connected with the transition to socklisna, and those 
lhat are of particular urgency at trie f*e.&cnt time. Comrades, the 
question of the portion of" women was raised by Soviet power from 
the very beginning. It seems to me that arty worker*" sfaie in the 
course of transition to socialism is weed with a double task. The 
first part of Lhat tasl \$ relatively simple and ca&y. ft concerns I lio&e 
old laws that kept women iu a position of inequality as compared Lo 
men. 

Participant in all emnncipaLion ^vements'm Western Europe 
have Long since. no1 for decides but for centuries., piif forward the 
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demand thai obsolete laws be annulled and women m men be made 
equal by law; but none of the democratic European steles, none bf 
the mmri republics have .succeeded in puuing it into effect 
because wherever there is Capitalist wWrr there is private 
property in land and factories, whenever the power of capital is 
preserved the men retain their privileges. Jr was possible to pur it 
into effect in Kussia only because the power oflne workers ], as been 
established here since 1917. Prom the verv onset Soviet 

power scl 0UT to be the power of .he work-ins people, hostile to alt 
forms of explottaiiou. H set itself the task of doing away with the 
poss.bdity at (he cxploiltaioji of the working people by the landowners 
and capitalists, or doing Away with the rule of capiial, Soviet power 
\m been try mg to make it possible for the working people to organise 
tttar lives without private property in land, without privalely-owoed 
actor.es wBBut that private prope.ty that everywhere. fluougliout 
the world, eveu where there is complete political liberiv, even if, the 
■tint democrat republk.s, keep., the working pitf£ in a state of 
what is actually poverty, and wage-slavery, and women in a stale of 
double slavery. 

. Soviet power, the power of the working people, in die first months 
oJ .ts existence effected a very deiioite revolution in legislation that 
concerns womea. Nothing whatever fe left iu Ule Soviet Republic of 
those laws that put women in a subordinate position. I an, shaking 
specially of those laws that took advantage of the weaker posittoi, 
of women and put them ,„ a position of inequality and often, even, in 
a i;e, the laws on divorce and on children born 

out ol wedlock and on the light of a woman to .summon the father of 
a child lor maantciiaTK.'G. 

II is particularly in this sphere that bourgeois legislation, even it 
must he sa,d ; ,„ ,he most advanced countries, Lakes advantage of & 
weaker posmon of women to humiliate tl.era and give them a statu* 
of 'mequabty. It 1£ particularly m this sphere that Soviet power has 
left nothing whatever of the old, unjust laws that were intolerable for 
workmg people. We may now say proudly and without any 
exa Ke erat,ou that apart from Soviet Kuss.a there is not a country h 
the world where wofflcp enjoy flui equality and where womeiTare 
not placed m the humiliating position felt particularly m day-uxtav 



famr ly life. Th,, was one of our first and most important taste 

,Jf^ ff^ 10 **! mm with pa n:ies that are 
liosi.ie [( > the Botslieviks. if ,he re mtid come into your hand! 

r Dentlon, or ,f you happen to talk to people who slL the viS 
H** newspaper you may oAcn her front then, the accusal 
that Soviet power has violated democrat 

and supporters ol Soy.et power are often accused of violati™ 
*M« and proof of this is given by eiting rhe t ac , ha tvTe 
P--d,sperse ^n^t*^*^^^^ 

' "J «f * ™^ - was a democracy on *2 e 

Place ao value. Such demcc,^ concealed slavery *& in SK* 
advance,, country. We socialists are supporters SSte^S 
n sofara.su eases the position of the work.n, and oppressed people 

SK X r d ^ has sei ^ i ^ 35385 

-cry kind of esplouatron of man by mat,. That democracy has real 
value for „s winch serves theexpbited, U,e under-privileged ffS 
who o no. work are di sfra nch,scd that would be rell ^SSS 
People. Ihose who do n l work should , J0 t eat 

n^/nln P ' y o t0 *** accusatic " s wt Sfl y *U m question , U ., S . be 

S ^ ^ ,Jiat £S Proci^mcl in aiJ democratic r^pubiic, 

a IZ nl7 T m thC ^ ot ™™' 55 that 

concem the 1T posnow rn the family a „n on divorce, we see ineouali.y 

vn at,on of dem^aey specifically iu respeetofrhe oppressed. Soviet 

SSS^SS!^^^ w a grffi,ter * th - of 

r,, ™f ^'^ed couoHes because it has not left in its laws 
y trace ol the mcouality of WM . , Sc tv lhat no other S 
J d no other legislation has ever done for »orL a SfJ S 
Soviet power d,d m the %t months f fts e . v i stejlce 

U ^ ;du,,e ' of »^e f are jiot enouaJi. an d We are by no means 



content with mete decrees. In the sphere of legislation, however, we 
have done everything required tis to put women, in a position of 
equality and we have every right to be proud of it. "The position of 
women in Soviet Russia is now ideal as computed with their position 
la the most advanced states, We tell ourselves, however, that this- is, 
uf course, only the beginning. 

Owing to her work in the house, ihc woman is still in a di lYietih 
position. To effect het complete emancipation and make her the equal 
of the man it is necessary Tor housework to he socialised, and for 
women lo participate in common productive labour. Then women 
will occupy the same position as men. 

Here we are not, of course, speaking of making women the 
equal of men as far as productivity of labour, the quantity of labour, 
the length of the working day, labour eonwli Lions, elc, are concerned; 
we mean that the woman should not, unlike the man, he oppressed 
because of her economic position. You all know lhal even when 
women have full rights, they still remain downtrodden because all 
housework is left to them. In moil cases housework is the most 
unproductive, the most savage end the most arduous work a woman 
can do. It is exceptionally petty and does not include anything that 
would in any way promote the development of" the woman. 

In pursuance of the socialist ideal we want to struggle for the 
full implementation of socialism, and here an extensive Held of labour 
opens up before women. We are now making serious preparations to 
clear ihc ground for the building of socialism, but the building of 
socialism will begin only when we have achieved the complete equality 
of women arid undertake die new work together with women who 
have been emancipated from that petty, stulrifyiiu^ unproductive work, 
This is a job that will take us many, many years, 

This work cannot show any rapid results and will not produce a 
scintillating effect, 

We are setting up model mammons, dining rooms and nurseries, 
thai will emancipate women from housework. And the work of 
organising a 11 these i n.sti In t i on s wi 1 1 lal I anai n I y to worn en. If ha s lo be 
admitted thai in Russia today mere are very few institutions that 
would Help woman oul ofher state of household shivery. There is an 
insignificant number of them, and the conditious now obtaining in 
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the Soviet Republic — the war and the food situation about which 
comrades have already given you the details — hinder us in this 
work, Still, it must be said that these institution* that liberate women 
from their position as household slaves are springing up -whereveri! 
is in any way possible. 

We say that the emancipation of the workers must be effected 
by the workers tkearftfvefi, and in. exactly the same way the 
emancipation of working women is a mutter for the working women 
themselves tine working women must themselves -see to it that mm 
institutions are developed, and this activity Will bring about a complete 
change in then- position as compared with what it was under ihe old, 

capitalist society. 

In order to be active m politics under the old. capitalist regime 
special imiaung was required, so that women played an iusignifieant 
part in politics, even in the most advanced imd free capitalist 
counmes. Out task is to make politics available to every wurkinn. 
woman. Kver since private property in land and factories has been 
abolished and the power of the landowners and capitalists 
overthrown, the tasks of politics have become simple, clear and 
comprehensible to the working people us a whole, and to working 
women as well. In capital!*! society die women's position is marked 
by such inequality thai her participation in politics is only an 
insignificant fraction «f man's participation. The power of the 
working people is necessary for a change to be wrought iu this 
situation, tor then the main tasks of politics will consist of matters 
directly affecting Ihe fate of the working people themselves. 

Here, too. the participation of working women is essential — 
not only of Party members and politically conscious women, but 
also of the non-party women and those who arc least politically 
conscious. Here Soviet power opens up a wide field of activity to 

working women. 

We have bid a difficult Lime in the struggle against die forces 
hostile lo Soviet Russia that have attacked her. It was difficult for 
us to fight on the battlefield against those forces who went to >yai 
against the power of die working people and in the field of food 
supplies against the profile^ because the number of people, the 
number of working people, who came whole-heartedly to our aid 
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millions and millions or women throughout Russia take part in it, 
We are sure that the cause of socialist development will Lhen become 
sound. Then the working people will show that they can Uv-e and 
nm their country without the aid of the landowners and capitalists. 
Then socialist construction will be so soundly based in Russia that 
no external enemies in other countries and mine inside Russia will 
be any danger 10 the Soviet Republic. 
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Soviet Power and the Status of Women 



The sword anniversary of Soviet power k ,m .occasion for ukw 
«: of wh* has beca do« dto^ *» per,.] 3 for £2 

ssssr * Dd ,he aims ° f i,,e - >- 

The feapjft and iw supporters charge us with bavin, v.olaud 
We. on the other W a ,sa , ffe, ,hc JSH 

y (for ,he «^ g I 

Who k right? 

To give prop,, ihouglu to U.& question m acMaVe a deeper 
understand..^ of il one must rake stock of the experience of 2 

T^e m flks of women maFces clear in ife ^ slliki k^ fl 
he difference fcta„ bourgeois and ^iiS ffeSSSfS 
iurmshes a moat effeeliv, reply » the: question posed, 5 

cf kn5 a f b ^ COiS ^ c,hlk « fa* in private 

of land toes, ^ reS , el c.) : be- it the ffios* dtauflo public 

women have never had ^ „^ IW S 

« the eve, ol ^ Jaw, ^ fi^ cadence on and 



the oppression of the male. 

Bourgeois dcnioeraey is the democracy of pompous phases, 
solemn words, lavish prOitiises and high-sounding stogaflg about 
freedom ami equality, bur. in practice all this cloaks the lack or' freedom 
and inequality of women, the lack frjf freedom and die inequality 
for the working and plotted people. 

Soviet or socialist democracy sweeps away these pompous hut 
false words and declares ru.thie.ss war on the hypocrisy of 
''democrats," landowners, capitalists and fanners with bursting bins 
who are piling up wealth hy selling surplus grain 10 the starving 
workers at speculation prices. 

Down with this foul lie! There is no ^vafUy,^ nor can there 
be. of oppressed .and oppresses, exploited and exploiter, "['here is no 
real "freedom." nor can there be> so long as women are handicapped 
by men's legal privileges, so long as there is no freedom for the 
worker trouithe ^e.ftfcapitaaJ, no freedom for the labouring peasant 
flinn the yoke of the capitalist, landowner and mci chuiU, 

Let the liars and the hypocrites, The obtuse &id the bfind, the 
bourgeois and their supporters, deceive the people with talk about 
freedom in general, about equality in general and about democracy in 
general. We say to the workers and peasant* — tear the mask from 
these liars, open the eyes of the blind. Ask tuetn: 

Is there equality* of the cwu sexes? 

Which nation is the equal of which? 

Which class, is ihc equal of which'? 

Freedom from what .yoke or from the yoke of which class? 
Freedom for which class? 

He who speaks about polities, democracy and freedom, ahoui 
equality, about socialism, wiihotrt posing these questions, without 
giving them priority, -iocs not light against hushing them up. 
concealing and blunting, them, is the worst enemy of the working 
people, a wolf in sheep's clothing, the rabid opponent of the workers 
and peasants, a lackey of the landowners, the tsai"s and the capitalists. 

tn Hie course of wo years of Soviet power in one of rhe most 
backward countries of F-urope more has been done £9 emancipate 
woman, to make her the equal of the "strong" sex, than has been 
done during the past ISO years by all ihc advance*!, eulighteued, 
"demoeralie-" republics of the world taken together. 



The Hmancipaiwn 



Education, culture, civilisation, freedom -all these tin 

^^^^^^^^^ 

Z f 2K ^ WOmen "^ual ^ marrtaec and divorce thai 
mate he cht d bom out of wedloe* and the ^plSS^d 

Tbc yo ^ of capjtaf, the oppression of "sacred private nroperw * 
ih S dcspot.sm of phili S1 „ ie ofcrusW the avX of Z Si 
- - th ese are ft) fe^ that have RmSSftSS 

The Soviet Hepublic, .he ^tibjia of workers and pe», wiped 

ESS? S L* Leave «w «™ 

or utL QdiiKfr Al bourns h es an d bourgeois hypocrisy 

Dow.. w ,th this tiel Dow« vitl, the liars who speak; about freedom 
and cquahry.^ ^ w ,, le ^ , an £ cfo^S 

classes, pr.vate ownership of capital and shares J 25 

S£ .T ,nS ' Cad ° f eqUa ' f ^ fOT ^ fel there 

and exploit be abolished. That is our slogan' 

Fret-don. and equality for the oppressed sexJ 

22s and If* for * e wakm and labnuH ^ 

88 T™ 1 the "W^WWt struggle again* rife eapii a |j s , s 
struggle against the kulak protiteersj ^capitalists. 

of J^. i ^ u,, n ^ ,in fc: sl »£«a, .his i s our proletarian truth, the truth 
of rhe hght against gap** u» lrilth lhaf ^ ^ b a fJJW 

And it i s because m have laid bare this hypocrisy because 

- kutete - predsel * «***. orthis LZ 

run. has become so dear to the workers of the whole world 

it .s because of this. Hie sympathies of the working masses ,| te 
****** ° f (he ^« i« all countr.es 5tt 



world, m with u.s oil this occasion of the second auaivcrsarv of 
Soviet rule. 

_ Because <if Ms, on the occasion r the second -anniversary of 
Sovier rule, despite the famine and cold, d^pdc ail the suffering 
caused by die imperialists' invasion oflfee Russian Soviet Republic, 
we are fully convinced of the justness oIW cansc, firmly convinced 
of the inevitable victory of Soviet power on a world scale. 
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even if they are , mt members of the Party - elecl them to the Moscow 
Soviet! 

Send more workiug women lo the Moscow Sovictr. Lei ihe 
Moscow proleiarint show thai it is p^.pured to do evcrvrbiag. aud w 
doing everything i» fight for vicLtJOS to ^ t ±c okl the 
oW bourgeois humiliation of women' 

The proletariat cannot achieve complete liberty urlil it ha* won 
complete liberty for women. 

February, 1920 

N. Lenin 



On International Working 
Women's Day 56 



Capitalism combine, formal entity with economic and, cousequenllv 
socml equality. That is oue cfthe principal i^s ol vapitaiisjn 

™ If 1 a . 18 T unde ™« *y Petty-bourgeois democrats 
Th,s featoc of Mden^Uy, renders it fc*^ & J in 

?? ^ under e*«ifl conditions, lo a.afce rbis ope>< 
But even in The matter of formal equa lity (equality before the 

"S Hf of ** and to ****** 2fcS S 

proper,), and ihe property fess), capitalism ta Consistein And 

one of die roost glimiig flotations of rJbis inconsistency is the- 

JffiS? ??^? tomp ' eK «**^*ai been granted 
S P««r«inTO republican and democratic bourgeois 

i^lSf^ ^ PUb ' it: ° f RuSSia ' ° t: Chc othcr hf * d ' « «<» 

SE? 8 Ifl,m * d,a,el >' JSJiT^ *8f ™^Ple«e equality before 

It is said thai foe best criteria of Hie cultural level is the legal 
status of worn™. This aphorism contains a grain of profound S 
n to respect only the dictatorship of the proletariat, only the socialist 
state could attam, and has alined, the highest cultural level. 

file aew. mighty and unparalleled upsurge in the wofkina 

foundanou ( 3 „d consolidation) of the first Soviet Republic - and, m 
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addition Eg mid in connection with this, wim the Communist 
internationaL 1 * 

Smee mention has been matte of those who were oppressed by 
capitalism, directly or indirectly, in whole or in part, it musr be said 
Ihiit the Soviet system, and only the Soviet system, guarantees 
democracy. This is cEcarly shown by the posuian of the working 
class and the poor peasants. Il is clearly shown by the position of 
women. 

But the Soviet system is ihe last decisive straggle for the ^/irio?/ 
of classes, for economic and social equality. Democracy, even 
democracy for those who were oppressed by capitalism, including 
the oppressed f>es, is hot enough for us. 

The chief lisk of the working women's movement is to fight 
for economic and social equality, and not only formal equality, for 
women. The chief thing is to get women to take part in socially 
productive labour, l» liberate them from "MomeMic slavery" % free 
them from their stupefying and humiliating subjugation to r'hc eternal 
drudgery of the kitchen and the nur&ery. 

struggle will be a long one, and ft demands, a radical 
reconstruction both of social technique and of morals. But ii will end 
in the complete triumph of communism. 

March 4, 1920 

Supplement to Pravda No. ;K& Collated Work. Vol. 30 

March 7, 1920 
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Greetings 

to the All-Russia Conference of Gubernia 
Soviet Women's Departments 

To ae Presidium of rhe AlWtawia C«*««i» of 
Managers of Gubernia Soviet Women'* Departments 
Derember 6, 1920 

c<Z ade 'V ^ n0L *P f5 attend your 

gJS C °T y my si0Ccre ^ wishc for 

success io all man and women paitidpating. 

iJSZ* ^ rtic, P0£ion of women in Parry m government work i* 
acquiring trmmom s^iilcanee no*- thai the war is over mid 
peacetime organisational work Saa - and for a feiaa rtibfe I how — 
been hrou^h, inio the foreground, m Bb work women n,,,. and of 
course, will play the leading role. 

V- Ulyanov {Unin) 
Chairman, Council of People's Commissars 
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International Working Women's Day 

Hiegistof Bolshevism arid the mm OcteiberR^oklioiiisgertifig 
into politics the very people who were mosL oppressed under 
capitalism. They were downtrodden, cheated and robbed by the 
capitalists, both under the monarchy and in ihe ooirrgeois democratic 
ropubli.es- So Jong as the land and the factories- were privately ciwned 
tliis oppression and deceit and the plunder of the people's labour by 
the e?pit«liste were inevitable. 

The essence of Bolshevism and the Soviet power is. to expose 
the falsehood and mummery of bourgeois democracy, to abolish the 
private ownership of land and the iatfurie-s and concentrate all state 
power in the hands of tjite working and exploited masses. They, these 
masses, get hold of politics, that is, of the busiuess of building the 
new society. This is no easy task: the masses are downtrodden unci 
oppressed by capitalism* bin there is. no other way and there can 
be.no other way — out of the wage slavery and bondage of capitalism, 

But you cannot draw the masses into polities without drawing 
tbe women into polities as well. For the female half of the human 
race is doubly oppressed under capitalism. The working woman and 
the peasant woman ace oppressed by capital, hut over and above 
thai, even in die most democratic of the bourgeois republics, they 
remain, firstly, deprived of some rights l>ecause the law does not 
give them equality with men; and secoudly — and this is the main 
tiling — they remain in "household bondage/' they continue to be 
"hOLusehotd slaves," tor they ate overburdened wirti the drudgery of 
(he most squalid and hack-breaking and HLuliiryinij toil io the kitchen 
nnd the individual family household. 

No party or revolution in. the world has ever dreamed of striking 
sc» deep at the roots of the oppression and inequality of women as the 
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Sow*. Bolshevik revolution is doing.. Over here, in Soviet Ru&tia, m 
trace :k left of any inequality be-teeu men and worn™ under the 
Jaw. The Soviet power has dimioatedal! there w of the e^eciaily 
disgusting, base md hypocritical inequality if) the laws on marriaee 
and the farjuiy and inequality m respect of children. 

This is orrly the first .step in the liberation of woman. Rut none 
tdthe bourgeois republics, including the mosr democratic of them 
has dared to lake even thin Grse step. The reason iS awe of^W^et 
private property " 

The second and most important step is the abolition of the 
pm-atc awneiship of land and the factories. This and this alone opera, 
up the way towards a complete and actual emancipaiiou of wnniati 
her hoc.™ from -household slavery- through the faction from 
petty individual housekeeping to a large-scale socialist domestic 
services. 

This transition is a difficult one, bi^ flkvolves'l^.r^^dieg 
oi Hie most deep-rooted, inWerA^, fiftftmd and ri fi id -order" 
imdecencv and barbarity, would be nearer die truth). But the ransittoa 
has been started, ihe thing h as been set in motion, we ha4 NU & 
new path. 

And so on this international working women's day countless 
meetings of working women in ail bounties Of tire world will send 
greetings to Soviet Russia, which first tackled tHis-mpmHeted and 
incredibly b,rd but great task a tas k that is unfveriailv grOW and 
truly liberatory. There will be bracing calls uol lo lose heart in face of 
the fierce and tieuuemly savage bourgeois reaction, The "freer" or 
•more democratic" a boitrgeoi* country is, the wilder lhe ralrnwge 
oj it.s gang of capitalists against the workers' revolution, an esa^pfo 
ol- Hits hemg *e democratic republic of the United States ofKflrth 
America. But the mass of workers have already awakened. The 
dormant somnolent and inert masse* in America, liuropc and even 
in backward Asia w m finally roused by the imperialist war. 

The ice has been broken in every comer of the world 
_ Nothing ean stop the tide of foe peoples' liberation l>om the 
nnpenarist yoke and the liberation of working men and women from 
the yoke of capital. This cause is being carried forward by tea? and 
at million of working man n nd women in U)W n and 



countryside. That is why ihis cause of labour's freedom from the 
ynlec of capital will triumph all over the world. 

March 4, 1921 

Published on March 8, 1921 , Collected M>rfa 9 Vol, 32 

in the supplement to 
Pravda Nn. 51 
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Message of Greetings to the Conference of 
Representatives of Women's Departments 
of the Peoples of Soviet Regions and 
Republics in the East 30 

I deeply regret that I am unable to attend your conference because of 
Ihe pressure of work. Please accept my heartfelt greetings aod best 
wishes of sitcce&s, especially in preparing for the forthcoming First 
AEL-Ru&e-ia !Noo-party Cojigrcss of Women of the Efcst* which, 
eorrecily prepared and conducted, must greatly belp fhe cause of 
awakening the women of the Fast and uniting then? organis-attfifurffy. 

Lenin 

Pravda "No. 77, CoiUwJ Vol. 32 

April LO, 1521 
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FROM The Fourth Anniversary 
of the October Revolution 



ERSpi! ^f^^^h tfMrfdttr. 

up „ 19177 The the W c f social estates 

togd pvop r , et o«h,p and land tenure, the inferior status of women 

Sr^Sf °W lv T u - ^«V«e«f.ta*A«|cM stables, 
JJg* uiodeoial y, were foft largdy unclad by atl ih e more 
advanced wl.cn tticy Mpita ^ Br^^^S 
revolt one hundred and twenty-five, two hu«dS 

"7 yeare ,f ' l 649 «' take % ofthes. A UBOan 3£? 

«d you vrt so, to W e hm cleaiwcd ^ „ ^ g ^ *g 

II In 1 SSC! " bly «• accomplished u 

|S3 tU " w " lore U1 «■ <W tbax, WflS accomplished bv the 
boasts Jurats and liberals (the Cadet,} and bv the p L -t|y- 

r2S Tr rals ^ <**JSuL 

tosqmahmt$ <ten»g the eight months ,hey u-ere in power 

Hamlet, braced Ihe.r woodci swords - but did no* even destroy 

M ever done bo ore. We left „ W « s.oue iff rha, ar,^ S 
standms the.s i)C[ aJ. C5 ,atc sy£l e ra ^ ven the most advanced countries 

he S a,,u.al s of Lhts %6tein ,o this day!), We tevu torn out the dc- cp - 

fe Wism atid serfdom ,„ the Sysfeft, of faadou-nership. to t J S c last 

ON Socuifts -Revolntion.ries abroad to mdufye bi SU cr, areitmetiS 
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reform effected by the Great October Revolution. We have no desire 
at Ihe moment to waste time on such controversies, for we arc 
deciding this, as well as the mass of controversies connected with it, 
by struggle. But the fact cannot be denied that the peuy-bourgeois 
democrats ^coj^prtiTnifeo;' Wife ihe landowners, the custodians of 
the traditions of serfdom.* far eight months, while we completely 
swept ihc landowners and all their iradiuons from Russian soil in a 
few weeks. 

Take religion, or the denial of rights to women, or the oppression 
and inequality of the non-Russian nationalities. These are alJ problems 
of Ihc bourgeois-democratic revolution. The vulgar petty-bourgeois 
democrats talked about them for eight months. Not in a single one of 
the most advanced countries in the world have fltoj»S uuestions been 
comptetety ^m\cdimlKitfr^eoi^dcvmtra£ic}m^. hi our country ihey 
have been settled completely by the. legislation of the October 
Revolution. We have fought and an; fighting religion in earnest. We 
have granted all die jMtt-Rttwian nationalities iheir own republics or 
autonomous regions. Wo an Russia no longer have die base, mean 
and infamous denial of rights u> women or inequality of the sexes, 
that disgusting survival of feudalism and medievalism which is being 
renovated by the avaricious bourgeoisie and the dull-witred and 
frightened petrA'lxiurgeoisie in every other country in the world without 
exception, 

All this goes into ihe content of the bourgeois-democratic 
revolution- A hundred and rTriy and Hvo hundred and Oily years ago 
the progressive leaders of that revolution (or of those revolutions, if 
we consider each nalicmal variety of ihe one general type) promised 
to rid mankind of medieval privileges, of se* inequality, of pri vi leged 
state religions (or "the idea of religion." or "religiosity" \t\ general) 
and of national inequality. They proinjsed. but did not keep their 
promises. They could not keep thciJL for they were hindered by iheir 
"lespecf — for the "sacred private pfoperry." Our proletarian 
revolution was not afflicted with this accursed "rc&pect" fc>T this 
thrice-accursed mcdievalisua and for the "sacred private property." 

October 14, 1921 

Hravda Ko. 234, Collected Works, Vol. 3j 

October 18. 132J 
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FROM On the Significance of 
Militant Materialism 



In caneiuskwi, I mi cite an example which has milling to do with 
philosophy, but (foes aL any raLc concern social questions, to which 
Pod Znimwiem Marxizsna n also desires U> devote attention. 

H fS m ©cati^te of the way in which modern pseudo-science 
sews in c%a as a vehicle for the grossest and most infamous 
reactionary views 

! was. recency sent a copy oT Ekotmmfst** No. I (1922), 
published by the SfoVfinft Department of the Russian Technical 
Society. The young Communis t who sent me tliis journal (he probably 
had no lime to acquaint himself "With its contents) rashly expitess&i 
an exceedingly sympathetic opinion of it. In realily the journal is - I 
do ripi know how deliberately - an organ of the modern feudalist? 
disguised of course under a cloak of science, democracy nnd so 
forth. 

A certain Mr. P. A. Sorokin publisher in this journal an extensive, 
so-called "sociological;' inquiry on "The Influence of the War." This 
learned artiele abounds m learned references lo the "sociological" 
works of the author and hi* numerous teachers artel colleagues abroad. 
Here is an example of his learning. 

On page S3, 1 read; 

""For even' 10,000 inatriages m Ptirograd ihere are now 92.2 divorces 
— afanrastk Bsmfimut l^aunn]led«, a mae< :S .5]J had lasted less 
than one year, I J per cent Idte thnn one morna, 22 per eeni fe* than i wo 
months. 41 per ceni less than three lo $fc months and only 26 per cent 
over six months- These figure* ijgtfv that modern l.egfij marriage is a form 
which W *c**l*whai is in effect evtra-conjugal sexual ituereourse, cnaWing 



lovers of 'strawberries lo satisfy their appetites in a 'iegaT way" 
{EkvnomktNo- I. p. 83). 

Both this gentleman and the Russian Technical Society which 
publishes tbis journal and gives space to tte kind of argument no 
doubt regard themselves as adherent of democracy and would 
consider it a. great insult To be called what they are ia fact, namely, 
feudalists, reactionaries, "diploma'd fluuVeys of clericalism.'* 

Liven the slightest acquaintance with the legislation of bourgeois 
countries on marriage, divorce and children born out of wedlock, 
and witii tfce actual slate of affairs in ibis respect, is enough to show 
anyone interested in die subject that modern bourgeois democracy, 
even hi all the most democratic bourgeois republics, exfiibits a truly 
feudal attitude in this respect (wards women and towards children 
bom out of wedlock- 

This, of coarse, does not prevent the Mensheviks, the Socialist- 
Revoiarionartos* a part of the anarchies and all the similar patties in 
the \Wssf. from shouting about democracy and bow it is being violated 
by the Bolsheviks. B*it as a matter of fact the Bolshevik revolution is 
the only consistently democratic revolution in respect to such 
questions as marriage, divorce and the position of children born out 
of wedlock. And this is a t|ucslion which in a most direct maunor 
affects the interests of more than half the population of any country. 
The Bolshevik revolution, in spite of the vasi number of bourgeois 
revolutions which preceded it and which called Ihemselves 
democratic, was the first and only revolution to wage a resolute 
simple in this respect both against reaction and feudalism and against 
die usual hypocrisy of the ruling and propertied classes. 

II' 92 divorces for every 10,0(10 marriages seem to Mr. Sorokin 
a fantastic figured, one can only suppose thai cilher the author lived 
and was brought up in a monastery so entirely wallcd-oif from life 
that hardly anyone will believe such a monastery over existed, or that 
he is distorting the truth in the interest of reaction and the bourgeoisie. 
Anybody who has some slight pcquainiance with social conditions in 
bourgeois countries knows thai die real number of actual divorces 
(of course, not sanctioned by churoh and law) is; everywhere 
immeasurably greater. The only difference between Russia and other 
countries hi this respect is that our laws do not sanctity' hypocrisy 
□ad the debasement of the womaii and her child, but openly and in 
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educated feudaiuitt. Mai a few ofthum, very likely, „ e j n 3 
our y^uth, aMough they ar c m> tho* Cited for rim than biS« 

«» very Hddy dk^hed such tewcters ^ *^££3 
societies to tuimIri?s with a bourgeois '"deinacracv " VhJ k t.7 
Proper pl* ce for « lch feudalists. W*W EsUisiha 

But it mil leam, given the will to Team. 
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To the Non-Party Conference 

of Factory and Peasant Women 

o£ Moscow City and Moscow Gubernia 3 * 

Dear Comrades, 

My besr thanks for your kind wishes and sweetings, 1 am very 
sorry (hat I am unable to attend iti person. 'Congratulations on the 
occasion of the Fifth Anniversary or'the Revolution and ail test wishes 
for the success of your meeting. 

Yours, 

Lenin 

t"uF«]ished in November (922 
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APPENDIX 



CLAR.A ZETKIN 
My Recollections of Lenin 

{An Interview on the ftfurtam Question) 



From My Memorandum Book 



right*, He obvr.ou.Iy attached grc M impose to the women's 
owwmflat which w« to hin K n ^^VSffi 

wrtreB no Cnrnmimisi could dispute. 

We M jft first length mlfc ou % object i„ the autumn 4 
in Um " s »»» study j. the Kremlin. Uuin ue at his daft 
vvh.cb was ccvercd with tyafe and papers, indicaii™ sfctdy ^ 
*» "brilliant didder" associated wiU, 
We must by all means S4 l up a pow^fw) W0Jner ^ 

SrSS^ff ba5, - s '" ta «*P <*« 

^ ■ h ' VarA,sr **« we *** 

SS ST' ,Ve Com T iSte " ced *• * rei,tar "Wily of 
ST& n T**™* shs,r - 5 ^jKiwwn us and all o**^. 
Oie Second International Confess* uttfefinMrty did uot cLe up 

SSSfS ***** # ™net, l« posed the 

1 i ! 1 "f*f ° f lhe ,ni, " er 11 13 * ^»ICt lon> those, S 

dircc ,vc 5 but te s made little so f ar . Yo„ must h,lp it " 

I bad akeady hard from rfUers wj«,i Lenin was now £mL mc 
RusMar, w^en had d„ ue dun* the m<0M aad ^ *43 

model party - mdecd, ike parrv. It afo^ supplied the 

ZmwM movement with a vajJe trained 

M4 expencced force an d «t agreat eSBmpIc tor 
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Natural] & I spoke in great detail about the slate uf affairs in 
Germany I loldl^in of' the vast importance tvlttch Rosa Luxemburg 
attached to drawing the greatest number ftf women into the 
m-volulionaiy struggle. When die Communist P*trty had been founded, 
she jusisted thai a v- wuctTs newspaper be published When Leo 
Jogiches and I met for The Ih&i dirtis thirty-six hours belong lie was 
murdered — he discussed tb.e Parry';? plan of work "witli rnc. He 
gw-ve iiie various casks 10 perform, among theni a ptan for the 
organisation of work among xvorkiug women. The Party tackled this 
question at its first illegal conference. The trained and experienced 
women agitator? and leaders who had become prominent before add 
during the war bad almost without exception remained Strcial- 
Democrats of the one or the other shade, and kept the stgifated and 
active proletarian women under their sway, E&imX&t, there was 
already a small nucleus of energetic, devciied women who look parr 
p the Party's every job and foartlc. furthermore, the Parly 

itself had already organised methodical activity among the working 
women. Of course all this was merely a start, but; a good start 
nevertheless. 

u NoL bad, not bad at all/* Lenin said- 'The Coiriruunist women's 
energy, devotion and enthusiasm, their courage and firtelligenc* during 
the illegal an J SefftWegal periods, promise well tor the development 
of our work, Jr would be useful tor the expansion of the ['arty and 
the growth of its strength to win over the masses and cany through 
actions. But how about giving all the comrades- a ctear understanding 
of the fundamentals of this question and training ihem how an? 
you getting d©r*g in this respect? This is what, couots most in the 
work among the masses. Jl is very important m lenns of the ideas 
wc convev to the masses, and of the things we want the masses to 
adopt and take inspiration from. I eatlttOC remember at the moment 
who !?aid It takes inspirarion to do great deeds.' We and Ihe working 
people of the whole world still have really great deeds to perform. 
VVhiti inspires your comrades, the proletarian wwmen of Germany? 
What about their proletarian cTass-wnsciQusitoK? Dcs their interests 
and activities centre on the political demands of the moment? What 
is the focal point of their thoughts? 

"I have heard strange livings about that from Russian and Germau 
comrades. I must, tell yon what 1 mean. \ understand thai in Hamburg 



tQ&/?keLmimdpation of Women 



a Ififtcd Communis woman is bringing out a ne^pa^er for 
pro^httires, and is tiyfog r organise- ihem Am the revolutionary 
HtniggJc. Now flosa, a true Comn^Ht, felt and acted like a human 
berPig when she mm an nnide iu defence of prostitutes who have 
landed in jar! for frfefeffiv a poliee regulation concerning their sad 
trade, fhey are unfortunate double victims of bourgeois society 
Victims. Jlm ? Of its accurst system of property m <L sccondJy of 
Us accursed moral hypocriiiy. Therms no doubt'ahont dri«. 0m * 
coarse-grained and short-sighted person eonJd forget this. To 
undmfRfid this is »ne foing,:biil it is quite another thing how shall 
I put it? — to or^uiise tiie pn> s ritiiLc:s as a special revolutionary gnild 
contingent and publish a txadc union paper for Ureal. Are there* rfcgjty 
no industrial working women lef in Germany why ueed orgauism^, 
who need a newspaper, who should he enlisted in your struggle? 
J'his » a morbid deviation. It m<mg\y reminds ane of the Ht^rV 
vogue which made a. sweet madonna out of every prostitute. Us 
oixvju was sound Too: social sympathy, mid indication ngamsf the 
moraF hypocrisy of the honourable bourgeoisie. But she healthy 
principle underwent bourgeois corrosion A od d^n&ndctl The 
question or prostitution will confront us even in our couiHry with 
mmy n dlfifenll problem, Return the prostitute to pTOduciive work, 
rind. her .1 place w the social economy — that is the ftang to do. Bill 
the present state of our woapmy. and nTI other i-ircum^lanoes 
make it a diHioih and co;r»plicai:ed mm Here you have an aspect 
or the wennan problem w-hich faces us in ail ii* n^nitnde. aticr the 
ptofefaiiat has cotnc to pmver, and demands a practical snhition h 
wilJ still xequire a gfeat dwd <tf effort here in Soviet Russia Bur to 
return l» yw fecial problem in Germany. Undej- no circuimlances 
W*W tfo Party look calmly upon such iirsproper acts of its members 
ft causes confusion and &phGs our W S . Now vim have m done 

10 stop irr : 

Before I could answer Lei) in conTiniiutl: 

"The record of yew sins, Clara, is even worse. I have been Told 
that 31 the evenings arruaged for reading mid discussion with working 
women, sex and aiar/iaye problems come first They are said to he 
the main objects of interest in yoiupoJiTieal iiiN-Jmcrion aud cdttcational 
work. I could not believe my ots *hen 1 heard that The first state 
ol pvoletanau dictatorship is battling wilh ihe counter-rtvolntionaries 
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of flie whtile world. The situation in Germany itself calls IV ihe 
greatest unity of all proleiiiritm revolutionary forces, & lhat they can 
fepzi the coiuiier-rcv<iIution whrdi is pushing on, Uui aclive 
CoaiimmisL women are busy discussing sex problems and the fornix 
of nianiiige — 'past, presem ami future/ They consider it Lheii inosi 
important task to eallgJiten working women on Lhcse questions, ft is 
said thai a pamphlet on the sex question written by a Communist 
authoress from Vienna enjoys the gheafa^ popularity. What rot that 
booklet is! The workers read what is right in if long ago in Bebcl. 
Only not in Uic tedious, cui-suxi-dried form found in the pamphlet 
buL in the form of gripping agilah'on thai .strikes out at bourgeois 
society. The mention of Freud's hypotheses is designed to give the 
pamphlet it scicnii (1c veneer, but iii&so much bungling by an amateur. 
Freud's theory has now become a fad, f mistrust sex theories 
expounded in articles, treatises, pamphlets, era — in short, the 
theories dealt with in that specific literature whith sprouts so 
luxuriantly on the duug heap of bourgeois society, f nri&husi those 
who are always absorbed in the- sex problems. The way an Indian 
saint is absorbed in the contemplation of his navel, K seems to me 
thai rhis superabundance of sex theories, which for the most part are 
mere hypotheses, and often quite arbitiaiy ones, stems from a personal 
need- It springs from the desire lo justify one's own abnormal or 
excessive sex life before bourgeois morality and lo plead for tolerance 
towards oneself. This veiled respect, for bourgeois morality is as 
repugnant to me as -fooling about in all lhat bears on sex. No matter 
how rebellious and revolutionary it may be made to appear, il is iffl the 
final analysis thorough ly bourgeois, intellectuals and othe» like Ihem 
are particularly keen on ibis. There is no room for jr. in rile Party, 
among the tflaSS-cetlSCIOUS, fighting proletariat." 

J interposed that where private property and the bourgeois social 
order prevail, questions of sex and marriage gave rise to manifold 
problems, conflicts and suffering for women of all social classes 
and strata. As far as women are concerned, the war and its 
consequences exacerbated the existing conflicts and suffering to the 
utmost precisely in the sphere of sexual relations, Problems formerly 
concealed from women were now laid bare. To this was added the 
atmosphere of incipient revolution. The world of old emotions and 
thoughts was cracking up. Former .social connections were loosening 
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appeanng. nteresr m me relevant problems was an expressifmof the 
need for enl.ghtenrnent «,rj a m orienttltion |f — "g^SE 

place n ihe course of history; and of their dependence on ceotiomk ' 

SSSSf 'f'^f ^ m cri "'^ ^totfcal afrits 
tins had k lead lo an unrelcitmy analysis f bourgeois soefelv an 
exposure ot i, S essence and hs conneq W SSS 
of alse «» momUt^Ali roads led to Rome. Every tn.lv S3 

of ™ po r ' m ot rhe 

SoMSS a f ff*^ M& it &2 

lead «> the concltisK-™ tiiat "Carthage must bg destroyed " 
Lenin nodded ivith a smile. 

-There yot, are! Yon defend your comrades and your mm lilr- 
* awyer What yon say Is „f m W ; BuL SSSS 
□ot justify; tl^mfstofcemade in Germans It. 
m&m me in nlhinceritv .hntdnrmg those veaC aX tmioir 
•WK question, of sex and marriage are deal. 3 SS 
of v.ew of maft.ro. vital historical materials Phis presuuposT 

2SS W ^l^W^ m mmnm instead of 

,a of 1 ^ ^m«m l^blems are not treated as on! v 

SS aS 3 P5 .0 die SeX problem. The inwtant 

poim recedes mft, the baeUmumd. Tbu. uot onlv & thi 5 a Lsrion 
obscred but nlso thought, and the cla,s-eo, 15 d„ JJ® 
women m general, is dulled. * 

SSiS^l *W bUSV f0r mom,ls at - ^efi with such 
quest,,™ as how to fcve.or be loved, how ,„ mK> m & H , wed , 
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This., of course, with regard ro die ^past, present and future, 1 and 
among the various raced. And it iu proudly styled historical iimlerinlisin. 
Nowadays all the thoughts of Communist women,, of working women, 
should be centred on the proletarian revoJutiou, which will lay the 
foundation, among other things, for the necessary revision of material 
.and sexual relations. Just now we must really give priority to problems 
other than ihe forma of marriage prevalent among Australia's 
aborigines, or marriage between brother and sister in aocienr Limes 
For the German proletariat., the problem of the Sovicto, of the Versailles 
Treaty' 6, «nd Us impact on the lives of women, the problem of 
unemployment, of failing wages, of taxes and many other thing* 
remain the order of the day. To be brief, T am still of the opinion thai 
this sort of political and social education of working women is wrong, 
absolutely wrong, How could you keep quiei about it? You should 
have set your authority against it/' 

I told my fervent friend that I had never tailed to criticise and lo 
remonstrate with the leading women comrades in various places. 
Uut, as he knew, no prophet in honoured in his own country or in his 
own house, By ray criticism I had drawn upon myself the suspicion 
that ''survivals of a Social -Democratic attitude and old-fo&hicmed 
plulistinisiu were still strong" in my mind. However, in the end nay 
criticism had proved effective. Sex and marriage were no lunger the 
local point in lectures at discussion evenings. Lento resumed the 
thread of his argument. 

"Yes, yes, I know that," he &aid. "Many people rather suspect 
stttf of pLliisrinisui on this account, although such an attitude is 
repugnant to me — it conceals so much narrow-rniiwlcdness and 
hypocrisy. WclLTm unruffled by it. Yellow-beaked fledgelings newly 
hatched from their bourgeois.' Lain led eggs are all so terribly clever. 
We have to put up with that without mending our ways. The youth 
movement is also affected with the modern approach to the sex 
problem and with excessive interest in it." 

Lenin emphasised the word ''modern*' with an' ironical, 
deprecating gesture, 

*l was also Inld that sex problems are n favourite subject in 
your youth organisation* too, and thai ihere are hardly enough lecturers 
on this subject This nonsense is especially dangerous and damaging 
to die youth movement. Ft can easily lead to sexual excesses, to 



overstimulation of sex life and to wasted health and strength of young 
people. You irni&t iight that too. There is no lack ol conLaet between 
the youth movement and the women's move-meat Our Communist 
women everywhere should cooperate methodically with youn±£ people. 
This will be a eonlinuation of motherhood, will elevate it and extend 
it from the individual to the social sphere. Women's incipient social 
life and activities must be promoted, so that they can outgrow Lhc 
narrowness, of their philistine. indi vidua Italic psychology centred on 
home and fomify. But this is incidental 

"lu our country, too,- considerable number* of young people arc 
busy ^iv\%ing bourgeois conceptions and itu>uu:T in the ^ex question. 
And let me add that this involves a considerable section of our best 
boys and girls, of our truly promising youth. Ft is as you have just 
said. In the atmosphere, created by the aftermath of war and by the 
rcvoluciou which has be§uu, old ideological values, finding themselves 
in a society whose economic rouudaiions- are undergoing a radical 
change, perish, and lose their restraining foftsBi. values: i:;ysi:iH!:.i- 
slowly, in the struggle. With regard to retations between people, and 
between man and woman, fee lines and thoughts are alio becoming 
revolutionised. New boundaries are being drawn between the nghte 
of the individual and tlm.se of" the community, and hence also the 
duties of the individual. Things arc still in complete, chaotic ferment. 
The direction and potentiality of the various contradictory tendencies 
can still not be seen clearly enough. It. is a slow pnd often vory pair) ml 
process of passing away and coming into being. All tins applies also 
to the field of sexual relations, marriage, and the linn sly. The decay, 
putrescence, and filth of bourgeois marriage with its: difficult 
dissolution, its licence for the husband and bondage for die wife, and 
its disgustingly fttise sex morality and relations fill the best and most 
spiritually active of people with the utmost loathing. 

"The coercion ftf bourgeois marriage and bourgeois legislation 
on the family enJiance the evil and aggravate the conflicts, It is the 
coercion of ^scrowmel 1 property. It sanctifies vcnalitv baseness, 
and dirt. Trie conventional hypocrisy oP'rcspectable' bourgeois society 
lakes care of the rest. People revolt against the prevailing abominations 
and perversions, And at a time when mighty nations are being 
destroyed, when the former f*>wct illations are heiny dimpled, >vhcn 
a whole social world is beginning to decline, the sensations of the 
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has given bur also what has become culture, wheiher of a high or 
low level . that comes into play in sexual Jjffi . Kngek rjfthifefl out in his 
Origin ofthv Family bow significant it was that* the common sexual 
relations had developed into individual sex hive and ehus became purer. 
The relations between the sexes are not simply the expression of a 
mutual influence between eamumics and a physical want deliberately 
singled out for physiological examination. Jt would be rationalism 
and not Marxism to attempt to refer the change, in these relations 
directly to the economic basis of society to isolation from its connection 
with die ideology as a whole. To be sure, thirst has tft be quenched. 
I3u£ would A normal person normally he down in the gutter and drink 
from a puddle? {>r even frtitn a glass whose edge has been greased 
by many KjisS But the social aspect is more important than ^vflitflg 
§Lsc.; The drinking of water is really an individual matter. But it takes 
two people to make love, and a third prncm, a new liic. is likely lo 
come into being. This deed has a social complexion and constitutes a 
duty In the community, 

''As a. Communis I have no Jildng at all ftir the 'glass-of-water 
theory despite it* attractive label; Emancipation of love.' Desides. 
emancipation of Jove is nddier a novel insr a. communistic idea. You 
will recall Uiajit was advanced hi fine 1 iteraiurc around the middle of 
the past century as 'emaneipntkm of I Ik heart.' in bourgeois practice 
it materialised inio emancipation of the fic&h. It was preached with 
greater talent rhnn now, though I cannot judge how it practised. 

that I want my criticism to breed asceticism. That i& farthest 
Jrommy thoughts. Communism should uoi bring asceticism, but joy 
and strength, stemming, among odicr things, from a consummate 
love life. Whereas lodjiy, in my opinion, the obtaining plethora of sex 
life yields neither joy nor strength. On the contrary, it impairs them. 
This is. bad, very bad, indeed, in the epoch of revolution. 

"Ycmng people are particularly uineedof joy and strength. Ilealt hy 
sports, such as gymnastics, shimming, hiking, physical exercises 
of every description and a wide range of intellectual, interests k what 
they need, as well as learning, study and research, and as far as 
possible collectively. This will he for marc- -useful to young peopfc 
than endless lectures and discussions on sex problems and the so- 
called living by one's nature. Mens sana hi corporc Jiano, Be ndelw 
monk nor Don Juan, but not anything in between either like a German 
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jrfnhsmie. You lcjmw foe y „ung, comrade X, He is a splendid lad. and 
highly g! fted. Por all that l am afraid thai he «4lJ never amount to 
aiiythmg. He hits c. U e love affair after anotiier. This is not go.ni for 
Ac political simple nad fur the revolution. I wilf not vouch fur the 
reliability «• the endurance of women whose love affair is mu.-1-rwLwd 
with politics, or lor Hie men who run rffc every petticoat al1< 3 l e i 
twelves m with cvary $ft£jfc femak. No, ho, that docs not go 
mB with revolution." 

Lenin Hprsng- hi his feet, shipped the table with his hand And 
paced up and down the room, 

'The revohitioa t-alis for concentration and rallying of every 
ne ve by the masses and by the ind^Mual It does nor tolerate orgiastic 
coxidmoiK si. common among d'Airrnnizio's decadent heroes and 
heroines. Promiscuity in sexual matters is bourgeois. Iris a sign of 
degeneration. The proletariat is a rising class. 11 does nor need an 
intoxicant to stupefy oi-stimuliire ii, neither the intoxicant of sexual 
laxity or ofttlcohol. It should and will not forget llie vilouass jh c tilth 
and the barbamy of capitalism. It derives its strongest inspiration to 
>;! lit from its class portion, from the ^immunise ideal. What it needs 
ft clarity, clarity, and more clarity. T herefore, I repeal, there 'mm he 
no wealoaiing, no waste and no dissipation of energy, Self-control 
and scliHlisciplme arc noi slavery; not in matters of love cither Mr 
accuse me, t.'lara,. ! have strayed far from the point which we sot out 
to-JacoBS. Wn - V few yuu not called m to order? Worry' has set me 
talking. I take die fit tore of our ywilh very close fo heart, It is part 
anil parcel of the revolution. Whenever harmful eluncntsappear. which 
creep Bona bpiv&m society p Hie world of the revolution amlspreaii 
like tne roots of prolific weed*, it is .better intake action acniiist theni 
quickly. The questions we have dead with are also part of the vomen\ 
problems," 

Lenin spoke with groat animation and deep persuasion. I could 
feel thai hs every word came from the heart, and the expression on 
liffi face added to tins feeling. From lime l0 time be punctuated some 
•Jea w,|l» energetic gestures. I was astoni.shed to see how much 
atfenrrew hi: devoted to trivial mailers and how timiiliarhe was with 
ttei.ti, side by side with highly important political problems. And not 
only % concerned Soviet .Russia, but afso the still capitalist countries 
Splendid Marxist Ihar he was, he grasped the rmrricular wherever 



and in wSjateyer form ii revealed itself, rn its relation jfcjj: and its hearni g 
upon, the whole. Ail his zest And ^irpo^ti was concentrated with 
unshakcable Sijigleae5S, like rm&istable forces of nature, upsm ihc 
one goal of speeding the revolution as a w#rjfc of The masses-. Bfc 
evaluated everything in terms of lis effect on the ccmi^iwfc motive 
forces oi the rsvohikoiL bulh national and irrceftiflti&uah for while he 
evaluated the historically -conditioned features xif the individual 
countries and their different stages of development, he always had 
his eyen im the indivisible world-wide proletarian revolution. 

"Comrade Lenin, how I regret/' I us claimed, "that ycwi words 
have not been heaix! by hundreds aud thousands' of people. As yon 
know, you do nor have to convert me. ftut how important k would 
he for friend and ftfe u> liear your opinion J" 

Lenin smiled amiably. 

ft I may speak or write some day on llie questions we have 
discussed. Mi» later, not now, Now oil our unit- and strength must be 
concentrated oa other ituiigsi; There are bigger and more difficult 
jobs to do. rtjs struj£j{le to maintain and strengthen the Soviet sta&Ss 
not yet over by any means. We have to digest the outcome of the 
Poliwh War 17 and. to make the most we cm of it. "Wrangel in still 
hanging on in the South, It is true* E am deeply convinced that we 
shall cope with him. That will give the British and French imperialists 
and Lheir small vassals soinethingio think about Bill the mosi difficult 
parr of our bisk* reconstruction; is still ahead Tti.nt will abo bring the 
problems of sex relations, marriage and the family to the foreground. 
In the meanrime, you will have it* handle it as beat you (.an wrjerq 
and when it is rieeps&f?. You should ncil allow tee questions to be 
handled in -fin aa-Maf&tftt way or to serve as iht basis, for disruptive 
deviations and intrigues. Now ai lust I c^rneto-yewr wcrk." 

Lenin cousuhed his watch. 

"Half of the time I have at my disposal icr you,^ he said, 4 'has 
already expired- I have cliatte*! too long. Yon are to work out the 
leading theses ou communist work among women. I know your 
principled approach and practical experience. Soonr tail; about this 
will be brief; you had better get busy. What do you think Ihe Ihcucs 

should be'r 

I gave him a concise aeecnmt on Ibis score Lenin nodded 
apr-rnvingly u tew times .without intcmirHing. When I was through i 
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looked attaint queslionitigly, 

about .r and to d.seuss « wifl, lllC m. Too bad Comrade feessa* 1S rot 

Sitl!! SS^ has B!me $ «* c ~ s - p »t 2 

wnbng 3 ,ier the discussion. AcoiamiTree u.lil^kthc,* over and the 
J**,ut.ve Lomnmree will wke the final *■**». I give my opinio. 
m*te some of the main roints, „ ,M I f ul , v £ Sf£ 

qS Jl " t0pai " c rhe way % TOSS f ul 

"The theses njtast aaph^ 5(r()I ^ Jy u , at true emancipation of 
women 1S 0trt poss ^ lc ^ ^ coinni[Jllis , u ^ £ 

on the unbreakable ejection between woman's human an d 
seed po^ou and the private ownership of .he means of production 
2* W,n d f raVY u fl ineradicable li ne ^ (hc bourgeois 

movement for , he •emancipaion of woma,' this will gfcgj a 

^.sfcaexan^nmgrhewon^aqucstion^partofthcsod,! w „rkin, 
class question, and p bind it Hnmlv with .he pafefada class struct 
and the revolution. The co,r, tnU ri s i women's movement itself S 

on y f the ptol^rian^ but fa!i the exploits and opposed, of all 
vtetnns o. eapuai.sm or of the dominant class. n,erem. loo, |£ , he 
^f.cancc of 0* women's mo™ for the d« S stn,™ e 5 L 

We cp bo teguanately proud rfiat we have , he flower of revolutionary 
womanhood ,n our Party, in (be Comiiwrk. But this i s net decisive 
we have o vvia over d* millions of working women ,n town and 
country | uy our vtmgjrle and. particularly. f tir the communist 

SSf* 01 I* no real ,„ ass 

wiihism the women. 

ron,-^ ^2? " Ur 0r « aui5a "'" nal from our ideological 

woincrn* She who rs a Communist belongs as a member to the Party 
just as he who n a Communist. They have the dgbts aj ,d 
duties. I here m be no - dil We of opinion on that .score. Hc-wever 
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we mutt not shut our eyes to the mm The Party must have mm 
— working groups, commissions, .committees, section.-, or whatever 
else they may be called - wift the specific purple f ft,™ (hc 
broad masses of wtaea: bringing them into contact with the Party 
and keepmg diem under m mfluenee. This ua ( un.t|y 'tcqmts thai 
we earry on syslemalie work among the women. We must teach 
the awakened women, wh them over for £he proleiurian class 
|U^ggli^ undo- the leader^ of the Com.mmist Party, and eouip tliem 
for it. When T say this 1 have in mind not onfv proletarian womea 
whether they work m mill* or cook the family meal, I also have hi 
nwnd the peanut women and the women of the various sections of 
the lower middte class. They, too, are victims of capitalism, and 
more than ever since the war. The lack of interest in p „huc* and 
the otherwise anti-soefal and backward psychology of these masses 
of women, the tiarrow scope of their activities and the whole pattern 
of tbeir lives are undeniable facts. II would be silly to ignore them 
abwhticiy silly We must have our own graft* to work among chfim, 
special methods ofagrtatiiin. and special forms of organkation This 
Spsli»5^^ fi ' fcmi,lis,1, ' ; il is » m&DSii revolutionary 

I told Lenin that his arguments were a valuable encouragement 
for me, Many comrades, very good ones, ira, vehemenily (opposed 
the Parly's setting up apeeia! groups forplaiuied vvork among women. 
They denounced it ns- a return p the notorious "emaneipation of 
women-' movement, to Social-Democratic traditions. They claimed 
that smcc the Communist Parties gave equality to women mev should 
consequently, carry on work without differentiation anions' all the 
working people in general. The approach tome,, au d fa women should 
be the same. Any attempt to consider the circumstances which 1 enin 
had noted eencernitig agitation and organisation would be. branded 
by the exponent of this view as opportunism, as rennneiaiior, and 
betrayal of fundamental principles. 

I Tus is not new and noi conclusive.'" Lenin said "Do not. lei it 
mislead you. Why arc there nowhere as many women in the Party as 
men. not even in Soviet Russia? Why is the number of women in the 
trade umons so smailfV These facts give one food for thought. Denial 
of the indispensable special groups for work among th/masm* of 
women is part of the very principled, very radical attitude of our dear 



friends of the Comniunisl Workers' Party. They arc of *he opinion 
that only one funn of crgtfiii&flticwu should exist — a workers' UDion. 
■ ] kitow abouut.Priuciptes are invoked by many revohnsoiwy-mirtdcd 
but eonfusod people whenever there i& a lack oi' understanding, i.e.. 
whenever lhc iiiind refuses to gpsp the obvious facts that ought to 
be heeded. How do such guardians of the * purity of principle** cope 
with the historical necessities of our revolutionary policy? All their 
talk collapses in ftceot'thc inexorable necessities. We cannot exereiias 
liie dictatorship ol the proletariat without having millions of women 
on our side. Nor can we engage in communist construction without 
them. Wc must find a amgf t» reach them. We must study and search 
in order to find this way. 

"It is tfuacfore peitectly right toi us ic put forward demands 
for the benefit of women. "fifes is not a innuonim programme, nor a 
programme of reform in e Social-Democratic sense, in lhc sense of 
The Second iiucnaaEiosml w H cfe&s not go to show diat we believe the 
bourgeoisie and its state will test forever, or even for a long time. Nor 
is il on attempt to pacify the masses of women with refcrrn$ and lo 
divert thmii from rile path ot> evolutionary .struggle. H ii nothing of 
the sort, and nor any sort of reformist humbug either. Our demands; 
are no more than practical conclusions, drawn by us from the crying 
needs and disgraceful humiliations that weak and underprivileged 
woman must bear under the bourgeois system, We demonstrate 
(hereby that we arc aware of these needs and of lhc oppression of 
women, lhaL vvc are conscious of the privileged position of the men, 
and that we hate ye.v hale — and wan* to remove whatever 
oppresses and harasses the working woman, lhc wife of the worker, 
the peasant woman, che wife of the liiiie man, and even in many 
respects The woman flit the propertied classes. "Die rights and social 
measures vvc demand of bourgeois society fur women are proof thai 
we understand the position and iriicrcstfi of women and that we wiH 
take note of them under the proletarian dictatorship. Naturally, not as 
sopjinfic and patronising reformists. No. by no means, But as 
reyoluunriiiries who call upon the women to take a hand as equals in 
the reconstruction of the economy and of the ideological 
superstructure/' 

J assured Lenin that 3 was of Lhc name opinion, but that it would 
no doubt be opposed. Uncertain and timid minds would reject ir as 



suspicious opportunism. Ivor could it be denied thai our present 
demands for women might be incorrectly understood and interpreted. 

"What of "it?" Lenin exclaimed, somewhat annoyed. "Thi&ri&k 
exists iu everything we say and do. If we are going to lot fear of this 
stop us from doing the advisable and necessary, we might as well 
turn into Indian stylites, We mustn't budge, we tnusuVt budge an 
any account or we shall tumble frorathetoftypiikrof our principles' 
<u our case it fs not only a matter of what we demand, but also of 
how. we demand. I believe I Lave made Lhat sufficiently clear. It 
stands to reason thai in our propaganda we muyt not make a fetish 
out of our demands for women. "No, we must tight now tor these 
and now tor other demands, depending on the existing conditions, 
and naturally always in association with the general interests of the 
proletariat- 

M Every tussle of this kind sets us at loggeiheads- with the 
respectable bourgeois clique and it* QO leas respectable reforrnjsi 
lackeys. Tiiis compels the larter cither u» fight under our leadership 
— which they do not want — or to drop; their disguise. Thus, the 
struggle fences ns off from them and shows our communist few. II 
wins us ihc confidence of the mass of women, who feel themselves 
exploited, enslaved and crushed by die domination of the man, by 
the power of their employers and by bourgeois society as a whole, 
Betrayed and abandoned by all, working women, come to realise that 
they must fight together with us. Must i avow- or make you avow, 
that the struggle for women's fights must alio he linked with our 
principal aim — the conquest of power and the establishment of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat? At present, this is, and will continue to 
be, our alpha and omega. That is clear, absolutely clear. But the fepnad 
masses of working women will not feel irresistibly drawn to the 
sinnjgte for stare power if we harp on just this one demand, even 
though we may blare it forth on th& trumpets of Jericho. No. a 
thousand times no! We must combine our appeal politically in. the 
minds of the female masses with the sufferings, the needs and the 
wishes of the working women. They should all know what Hie 
proletarian dictatorship will mean to them complete equality of 
rights with men, both legal and in practice, in the family., the state 
and in society, and dial il also spells the annihilation of (lie power of 



The Emancipation tg. Wmwn /// 3 



"Soviet Russia pro/ 3 lhis 1 ^clamiixi. This- will beGur^raU 
esampter 

Lenin went on; 

"Soviet Russia castf a licw Vi % hx ou <Rtr duiMuafc for women. 
Under the dirtaliirsbip at the P^^®^ Ihey are no longer an object 
of struggle between the 3roJel *nai and the bourgeoisie. Once fliey 
arc cairied out, they scr\ c as hric * s fm " te building of cnqununfcf 
society. This, shows the / oanu,a 0tt side of the border the 

decisive importance 6fM WJ ^ uest of j3<jwer by the proJciariai. The 
difference between their : Utus ar,d ffiero-ttii*t be dertiGilSt^f^ 
in bold relief in unfer to • , ' ln tIie -*W or3 of" the masses of women in 
the revolutionary class s^P 1 ^ ° r ,he f^Tf-tgrkt, Mobilisation of 
the female masses, carrie<f n,n !' ilh a c,Car upstanding ofprinciples 
and on a Jims organisation? bas,St IS a vilal *p&&w (he Communist 
Parties and their victorie 5, ttuL lei us l!or deceive ourselves. Our 
rweional sections .still Inek lliepjtlI>er uxHlersiamdingof toia question. 
They adopt a passive, wan aiK, " s ^ *Wtad<; when ir comes to creating 
a mass movement of wnr Jn * , WWU5n ,Jl ^er communist le&idershijp. 
They do not realise that def fc,ping lvn ? a mass movement 

is an important pari p&vlF ^ ^"'"^^ Sls much as hair' of all the 
Party work. Tbrir occasio ,al reo «^th^ of the need aad value ciFa 
purpcj^ptiil, slrtmE-andTiui 1 ^ 13 women's movement is 

but platonic Iip-servjee ra 3CT t,3ai1 a sCefu| y concern and task of the 
Pany. 

'They regard agitata' and among women and the 

task of ratiSitig ami rcvolm^ 1 * 1 , 1 ^ a,i " o^'wufary importance, 
as the job of jusr thie wan en e *^Ur>jstts. None hid die letter are 
rebuked because the matte - nnl inov '' t ' a fi fta $ "lore qtiickjy and 
strongly. This is won ^^^^^flty wrong? ft is outright 
separatism; ll is equality i w < imL '" 3 ttw^Btt, a* fl?e French Hay, i.e.. 
equafity reversed. What is" ^ ^Itoin of the ineorreet attitude of 
our national sections? (F a. } not of Soviet Russia.) In ifo 

final analysis, it is nn ui^ 1 ^ 11 "^'^ 1 ' of women and of their 
accomplishments. That's jL :L c v * hai '* is! Unfortunately, we may still 
say of many of our comrade' i?!cTflrc ^ Lhe Communist and a philrstine 
appears ' To be sure, you iavc 10 scral ^i trie sensitive .vpots, - 
such as their mentality "j-eg;"^ 11 ?' wo ™i- $3tjW there be any mote 
paJpahle proof than the cor mon of a ™« calmly watching a 
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^n wear hersef fem with trivial, monoroaoi,s> strength- and Km 

worK among wcirlang wonien.' J 
S tt,en ^ w °™» ™ absojuiely e. ]ua | brfqre the law A SI 



litem, so tat they can improve ttetr professional and .social training. 
We ;we organising eormmiuiiy kitchens and public dining-rooms, 
laundries and repair shops, creches, kindergartens; children's homes 
and educational institutions of eVcry kind. En brief, we are quite in 
earn.cwt about carrying, out the requirements of our programme to 
shift the functions of housekeeping and education from I lie individual 
household to Society. Woman is thus bsing relieved from her old 
domestic slavery and all dependence on her husband. She is enabled 
to give her capabilities and inch' nation* full p] ay in society. Children 
are otTered hotter opportunities for their devdupmeni than at home. 
We have list most progressive female labour legislation in the world, 
arid it is enforced by authorised representatives ^'organised labour. 
We are establishing maternity homes, motJier-and-shild homes, 
mothers' health centres, courses for infant and ehild care, exhibitions 
of mother and child care, and Lhe like. We are making every effort 1o 
provide for needy and unemployed women. 

" We kuOW perfectly well I hut Jill this instill ton utile. tHjnsiderulg 
the needs of the working women, and (bat i\ is .^lill far from sufficient 
for their real emancipation. Yet it is an immense stride forward from 
what there was in tsarist and capitalist Russia. Moreover, it is a lot 
compared with the stale of a flairs where capitalism still holds undivided 
sway. It is a good start in ihc right direction, and we shall continue to 
develop it consistently, and with *dl available energy, too. You abroad 
may resi assured. Because whh each day thai parses il becomes 
clearer th^L wc cannot make progress without the millions of women. 
Think what this means in n country where the peasants comprise a 
solid K<)% of the population. Small peasant farming implies individual 
housekeeping and rhe bondage of women. You will be far better off 
than wc are in this respect, provided your proletarians at lasl grasp 
that (he time is historically ripe for seizure of power, for revolution. 
In the .meantime, we are not giving way to despair, despite me jgrtsat 
difficulties. Our forces crow a* the latter increase. Practical necessity 
will also impel lis. to find new ways of emancipating trie masse& of 
women. In combination with the Soviet state, comradely solidarity 
will accomplish wonder*. To be sure, 1 mean comradely solidarity in 
die communis!., not in the bourgeois. in which it is preached 
by the reformists, whose revolutionary enthusiasm has evaporated 
like the smell of cheap vinegar. Personal initiative-; which grows into, 



and fuses with collective activiry, should accompany cernracfelv 
solidarity, tinder the proletarian dictatorship the emancipation of 
women through die realisation of communism will proceed aJso in 
rhe countrywide. Li -his respect T expect much from foe electrification 
a* our industry and agriculture. That is a grand scheme! Thc 
diiTicohies in its -way great, monstrously ixrear, Powerful forces 
latent m the masses pfii have io be released and trained m overcome 
them. Miffiohs of women ithtet take pan in this." 

Someone had knocked twice in the last ten minute*, hut Lenin 
had continued to speak. Now he opened the door and shouted: 

"Tm coming!" 

Turning iu rny direction, he added -with a smile: 

"Vou know, Clara, I am going to lake advantage of the fact that 
J was conversing with a woman and will name (lie notorious female 
loquacity as the excuse for being late. Although this time it was ihe 
man and not the woman who did moat of the talking. Li general, I 
must say that you are really i good listener, But it was this that 
probably prompted me to talk no miich^ 

Wiih rhi& jocular remark Lenin helped me on .whh my coat. 

*You .should dress more warmly," he suggested solicitously, 
"Moscow is not Stmm'i You need someone to look after you. Doivt 
catch cold, pi^^fe/* 

He shook my hand firmly. 

* * * 

I m another talk with Lenin on the women's movemem about 
a fprttffgM later. Lcnia came to see mc, As almost always, his visit 
was unexpected. It was an impromptu visit: and occurred during an 
intennission jn the gigantic burden of work, accomplished by the 
leader of the; victorious revolulion. Lenin looked very tired and woirieri. 
Wranirel had not yet been crushed and the que&tion of supplying the 
big cities with food confronted the Soviet Grjvernmenr'likc nu 
inexorable sphinx 

Lenin asked how ths theses were coming along. I told bim thai 
a big commission had been in session, which all prominent worm 
GommnftiBts then in Moscow bnd aiuS'id^J and where ihcv had spoken 
their opinions. The dieses were ready and were now to be discussed 
by a *m a !l committee, Lenin pointed out iMi *fe should strive to 
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have the Third World Congress. 4 ' 1 examine the prohtem with due 
thoroughness, This fact alone would break down the prejudice oJ 
runny comrades. Anyhow, die women Coxnmumst> should be the 
first to take things in hand, and wild vigour, 

"Don't twitter like a buaoh of chatterboxes, but speak out loudly 
mid clearly like fighters should," I xriitt exclaimed with animation. "A 
congress is aot a parlour where women display their charm, as we 
rend in novels. A congress is a battlefield in which we fight lor the 
knowledge we need for revolutionary action. Show that you can 
fight, tn the first place, of course, agaiu&t our enemies, but also 
within the Party, should the need arise. After ai I, die broad masses of 
women arc at stake. Our Russian Party will back all proposals and 
measures that will fculp to win these masses. If the women are cot 
with us. the ctmiucrrcvoLLitionaries may succeed iu setting them against 
lis. We must always bear this in mind.'' 

"We mil st win ihe tnass of women over even if they arc riveted 
to heaven by chains, as Straisund puts It," J said, pursuing Lenin 
idea. "J Jae, in the eenme of die revolution mi\i its richly seething 
life, with its .strong, rapid pulse, a plan has occurred to me of a big. 
joint inleiiuttiorial action among die working women, It vyiis prompted 
primarily by your big. non-partisan women's conferences and 
congre&ses- yftp should try to transform them from national into 
international ones. It is a tael that the world war and its aftermath 
have deeply shaken the bulk of the women of various elapses and 
sections of socicLy. They are in fennenl. They have been set in miuioa. 
Their distressing worries about securing:!! liveu'hoodjand the search 
for t!ie purpose of life confront them with problems, which most of 
them hail hardly suspected and only a small minority had grasped in 
Lhe past. Bourgeois society is unable to provide a satisfactory answer 
ro their questions. Duly communism pari do it. We must rouse the 
broad masses of women in 1he capitalist countries to consciousness 
arid should for that purpose call a non-partisan international women's 
congress. 1 " 

Lenin did tkjL reply at once. He sat lost in thought, considering 
Lhe problem, his lips pursed, the lower lip protruding stiglnly. 

"Yes, we ought to do it " he said finally "The plan is good. Bui 
a good plan, even an excellent otic, is worthless unless it is well 
executed. Have you thought about how it should bo executed? What 
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are your ideas on this score?" 

I *et out my ideas to Lenin in detail. To begin with, we oxmht to 
form a committee of Communisr women fiom various countries in 
close and constant contact with our national sections. This eoitonttee 
vyould prepay conduct and make use of the congress. l E J.a<l to he 
decided whether it would be d^hftbfc for the committee to >yofk 
openly and officially from the very beginning At any rate, it woutd 
b-c the first xpk of the committee members to ina&e contact with die 
leaders of die org^ed female wor^rs in each eountiy, the 
proletarian political women's movement, bourgeois wonWs 
organisations of every n end and de&rijftian, and finally the prominent 
temafe physicians, teachers, liters, etc.. and to form national 
nonpars preparatory Cbmnrttees. An jjucrnational cnmtinCte would 
be termed from among the members opfcese national committees to 
prepare and convene the fotwwti&wl congress, to draw up Fts agenda 
to pick the time and place for the congress, 
[ii my opinion the congress ought fir^t to discuss tlte women's 
right to engage m irades anil professions. In doing so ir should deal 
vvkh the questions of unemployment, equal pay for equal work, 
legislation on the S-hour da j and labour protection for women' 
organisation of trade unions, social cure of mother and child, social 
measures ro relieve housewives and mothers, etc. furthermore- the 
agenda should deal with Lhe status of women in marriage and family 
reflation and in public and political law. Alter subtotiatW these 
proposals i explained l.ow tht national commutes in the various 
countries should thoroughly prepare the ground for the confess by 
a planned campaign at meetings and in the press. This campaign was 
particularly importmt in rousing the biggest possible uutmW of 
women, to stiniulAfc a serious study of the problems submitted for 
discussuro, and ro draw their attention to the confess and thereby 
ro communism and the partis of the Con.nmuisi liUenwiiorml -rhe 
campaign had to reach tiie working women of all social strata h 
would have to secure aitendanee and participation in the coiigres* of 
rcpieseruatives of- all organisations concerned, and ak<> of delegates 
from public women \ meetings, The congress was to be a >opniar 
representative body" entaeiy different from abouracnispariiameut. 

Tl went without saying dial women Communists were to be not 
merely the motive bnt ajso the leading foree in the preparatory work 
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m should have Hie energetic support of«ar sections. Naturally. 
4fune applied aVso to tlie work afg* international commit**, the 
W odt of the confess itteg and t» extensive «*e. C ™«™ st 
theses absolutions email items on the agenda should be submitted 
to the congress. They should be chilly worded and well ~d 
with schXly « Ste r>. of the wleyarit social fem These these 
should be discussed and approved beforehand by the Exeeutn-. 
Committee of the Canimleri. The communist sofc^pn* «nd Jjng 
should be the Steal poiiit o« work of the congas and 

public attention would ccncctunlfi. Atlar the congress they should 
be disseminated among the broad musses of women by ineansol 
agitation and propaganda, so that they may become detenmna n-e 
for international women's mass actions. Needle to say all Otis 
requires as an essential condition thai women Commui.tsts work m 
all the committees andatthe congress itself as a m solid body and 
that they act 1ogetner on a lucid and uushakeable plan, There should 

be no out-of-tum actions. 

In the course of my explanation l-ctiin nodded several turo-a in 
approval aud interposed a few remarks. 

'-It seems to me, dear comrade/- he said, -that yon have 
considered the matter very Qwrougiily in the political sense, and a so 
the main points of the organisational angle. 1 fully agree that such a 
congress could accomplish much in the pt?sr*t Situation fl offers 
w the opportunity of winning over the broad m« S «.f«« 
particularly women in the various trades and professions, the industrial 
women Workers and home-worker,, the teachers and other 
titcfmOuk women. This would he wonderful Thi.tkof the Situation 
in H.e big economic struggles or political slrikes. What a reinforcement 
the revolutionary proletariat would gain in the elass-conscious masses 
ofwomen. Provided, of course, that we are able lo win them over 
and keep them on our side. Our gala would he great It would he 
nothing short «r immense. But what would you say to the Jotowmg 
few question.? Tire authorities mV probably frown very severely 
upon die idea of this congress and will try to prevenl tt However 
they are not likely to dare suppress it by brute lore*. Whatever tfity 
do kl not frighten you. But are you not afraid that the women 
Communists will be overwhelmed in the committees and at ft* 
congress itself by the numerical superiority of the bourgeois and 
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reformist delegates and their unquestionably greater experience. 
Besides, and most impommt. do you really have confidence m the 
Marxist schooling of our communist comrades, and are yon sum 
that a shock group can be picked among them thai will come out ci 
the battle with honour?" 

I told Lenin in reply that the authorities were not hkely lo use the 
mailed list agalttst die congress. Intrigues and boorish attacks auiiwst 
it would only act in its favour, and ours. We Communists could more 
than match the g» number and experience of the non.emmnun.st 
elements by the scientific superiority of historical materialism with 
its study and illumination of soma! problems, the perseverance with 
which we would demand that they be solved, and la* but not least, 
to references to the victory of the proletarian revolution in Russia 
and its fundamental accomplishments m the work ot emancipating 
ihe women, The weakness and lack <>r training of some ot our 
comrades, their inexperience, could be compensated by plumed 
preparation and teamwork- In 1his respect, I expect the very bjst 
from the Russian women comrades. They wmiid 1otm the tron core 
of our phalanx. Tn their company I would calmly brave much more 
hazardous clashes than the congress battles. Besides, even il we are 
outvoted, the very lict that we fought wilt put communism m the 
foreground and will have a big propaganda effect. Furthermore, .1 
will give us points of" departure for subsequent work. 
Lenin laughed hearii I }'i 

-You are us enthusiastic as ever about the Russian women 
revolutionaries. Yes indeed, old love is not forgotten, [think you are 
rieht Even defeat after a stubborn struggle would be a gain; it would 
prepare the ground tor future gains among rhe working women, All 
tlm.es considered, it is a risk worth taking. II cannot possibly prove 
a total failure. Bm naturally, 1 hope for victory and wish you success 
from the bottom of my heart. It would considerably enhance our 
strength it would widen and fortify our battlcfiont, it would pxiL lite 
into our ranks and set them in motion. That is always useful. Moreover, 
the coneress would foment and increase unrest, uncertainty, 
contradictions and conflicts in the camp of the bourgeois and its 
refermis. friends. One can just imagine who * £#g to Sit down 
with Ihe "hyenas offoe revolution,' and, if things uowdl- todchbera fc 
..nder their leadership. It will be the brave, wcll-disciplmed female 



Snrial-Iteraocrnts under the supreme guidance oi Scheidumann, 
. Dilhnann md Legien; the pkus Christian y?mm blessed hy the Pope 
«r devoted ft> Luther daughters of privy counsellors, wives ul'newly- 
appwnted councillors of state, lady-like English! pacifisteind 
French suffrage-Lies What a picture of* chaos, of the decay of die 
bourgeois wfld ftc;.aon^e|S is hound to presetttl What* portrayal 
of ii.s hopeless conditions! Tbe congress would add to foe di virion 
and thereby wcaJctn the forces of (he conmcr-rcvohihon. iyefy 
vveakeiuug of" the enemy jp, tantamount to a stxerigthtumg Ol' our 
forces. I am in favour of the congress. You will gel our vigorous 
support. So get started, and I wish you hick in tire struggle." 

We spills ahouc *e rfti&steh in Germany, particularly me 
impend^ "Unily Congress" of the old and tile Left 

wing of the Independent.^- Thereupon, Lenin left in a hurry, 
exchanging friendly gratings wiili metal comrades working in the 
rooiii he had liad to cross. 

I sei about the preparatory work ft-ith high Lopes, J towever, the 
congress floundered, .bvewae it was opposed by the German and 
Bulgarian women cfsmcades -who Wiv then leaders of the higge&t 
etmimimist women's moi-emejits ootfiide Soviet Russia. 1 hey were 
flatly against calling ihe congress. 

When I informed Lejtta of lins he answered: 
"It is a pity, a grojii pity! These comrader. missed a splendid 
opportunity ro gfve.fl new and better outlook of hope for the masses 
of women and thereby ro draw them into ihe re-vofui ionary jzfa&gfcs 
of Lhc proletariat. Who can tell whether such a favourable oppof Umity 
will recur i n the near folate? One should strike while the iron is hot. 
Bttt die task remains. You miusi look for a way to reach the 
ol wiiiwn "whi>ni capitalism has plwuged into dire need. You roust 
look for it on aiJ accounts. There is no evading this imperative task. 
Without the oigam.sai activity of the masses under ccimrnuiii&t 
leadership iWcau be no victory over capitalism and no building f 
eouumuiisfn. And so fet hitherto dormant mum* of vnmen mu#l 
be finally set into motion.'" 

The fust year spent hy the revolutionary proletariat without Uuhi 
has passed. lth£t*.di0WJt the strength of his cause. It has privet: die 



leader's great genius. U has shown ho* .great and irreplaceable the 
bus has been Salvoes, mark die sad hour when Lenin closed his 
far-seeing, penetrating eyes for ever, a year ago. [ sse an t*ndle.&s 
procession of mourning working people, as they go to Lenin 's resting- 
place. Their mourning is my mourning, flic mourning of the millions. 
My newly-awakened grief evokes ovcnvhelmiai; metnoricH in me of 
the reality chat makes the painful presenl recede. I hear ugam every 1 
word Lenin spoke in conversation with me. I see every chanti^ m his 
fjwi — Banners arc lowered -it Lenin's tomb. They are banners steeped 
in Ihc blood of fighters for the revolution. Laurel wreaths are Laid. 
Not oae of them is superfluous. And I add to them these rocdcsl 
lines. 

Translated fnun the German 
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Notes 

L SSffebn^ ha ™ C TPUI UP S^W^ OtaHhov 
1 TL l ««^urv *garr.s. pnl. w Md troop, on May 7, Protests 

S C! " le ' 3 * 'n*H tads 

mciu. fed ,r rtwdu.-u™ a( m aghl-tour working Jay, a itf*. « ,| le lsto r 

ami fro,,,, sen, g dislpci , a ft6 ^ ^ 8B$g 
aoirf r<» etuis || lc deimmslrHdon. ^ 
Jr232' SUh ''' fnetl T C casua[lfus - sn « >™ters united tfa 29 

Sffi^ss^ ^ fe im ,,s **** 

" h ! CH dFttd. works hv 

iote ot the kberal (x, U rgco, S , t u, ,hc revolution ^ underesiimmcd ib 

Ite proivUrtHl M J peasants tor victory over (sflffem 
Tr, wj>rj* *.^ncipitibft of Laoo.rr ea».up was «t connect M| rjae 

&Uftfe£fe laid a Efc^fl li)u|idali<ln for ^^^^ 



movement arid look ihe first step towards die workuig-diwa inovcmenf ' 
(UsnbJ. p^- j 1 

3 The fafWiMTfo/tiff XociatisS Ctw^TK^ w Snfttgori (tJie SeverkCli ( IimgTessy of 
the SKiVftd Tnivmatioual) was held oii August (8-24. 1907. 

The R.S.D.L.P. «rnc 37 delegates to the Coughs*. The Dvl^bcviks "« r cce 
rcpreseiueJ W J-cniu, X-itviuov, Luiwchai'sk.y and tilhcas. The' Congress 
ilisciissc^ tfte trtlhrwinyqiiesi.iojis.; l)milicarism and. inttfrn^HoTui] conflwts: 
2) rckiinnwhcKvccn poJidcfil jtariicd anil irode unions 3) the colonial ques£k>ri: 
4) liiroiigRrtion and eiHigr-aiion of m^rVurs and 5) women s fratichiiMi- The 
C'OJigi'ess w«hi the scene of a clash behveen Iht; rcYolirriwiaiy wjjtg of the 
intematiojial suuialijrf myvotnenc. icprcsetited hy th£ Russian Bolsheviks 
>YtthLeflih atlhcirhttwl, the GcrnianLertSacitiJ-DemiHjralsKy^ Luxemburg 
»nd ofhei-s, and the iifipcirlunisf wing rVollmai; Berrislein unci cilhenj), The 
uppoTlunisrs surteied o deJcai — wnd (hr- Congress adopted resoluLiiiwi 
which biipplkd a revohiLioiwry K-far^ist fonwulacion ofthe iriain ia*k* ©ftfap 
soeialfKL fiartics. Pag,e ] 1 

4 Cade® ineinHctT, «f ihe ConstitutionaE-Deniocratic: Pally — \hv k;«lin» 
panyof lEift liheul monarchist bourgeoisie i n Russia. Il wsw farmed in October 
I atiul uclud^d rcprasoiiiinsvcs of the bourgeoisie, ZefHMvu k-adcrx from 
ainoTigthc- landowners, Olid Kiui^w mlclloccuals. Subsequently it became a 
paity o/the impei'iafist htiiirgrfoi-"?!!?. 

During i.hc First World War ihe Cimsiiiutioniil-UciuocraTS gave their 
wl:ole>itarLc4l support to rhe :savisx goVefnilb^ii mo «s io help the Russian 
ini[»erialiKi bourgeoisie achieve its predatory aims. Fn 1^1"''. wfacaThc party 
was represented in thx bfllirgcois J*rovisioflal CrOvernmertL, il irtyi^atcd anii- 
Tcvoiutioiiar>' stmyylc. 

Afret tlie vicuiry tiTlliu October Socialist Revolution the 
OivinocTats became ii'r-eco-nciliiblc: enemies of Soviet power antt look p;u1 in 
all eonnitT-ivvoludonaiy actbsis and the campaigns ofthe iiiccn-'entionisrs. 

Page 12 

5 Women Deflates* ConfcwncfS were set up at. iiacioriea, in villa^us an4 
workers settlements. fS i"*iait klu i kmy -of women factory v;orkers and peuwaTi is 
elected delegAtes to Oicse VhwIigs. Women delegare? we« attacheJ i<> vm^iOvps- 
Soviet, co-opcrarive aikd liade union organin«tion5 (departments ot" Soviet^ 
variouh tomiTiifesions) foi the purpose oi" organising and supervising the 
wtrrk of cdueutioiial and aiedica3 iiiKtiiiiii<iT>« ( nuvsciics, children's 

playoitiunds, omtcvny, shops, CtC. 

In rhe periCNi f'n>m Lin: iMtablishjiicut of Soviet posver up Oi \95} ihc 
Delegates' Can ferwrii;ei wurp the main form of the Connuwiist Parly 's.wtTrk 
eunong vonien. Tire eorifei'eiiws played an huportant role in developing 
women's political consciousness atnl in drawing them into slate administration 
and ihc countries social life. 

The Delegates' Conferences functioned umler the guidance of the 
coriesporiding primary Party organisaiion.^ wbieb appointed women 
organisers for wotk ^moug women and tin- guiding ihe adivitics ofthe 
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Delegates* Conferences. 
A tfrcii! number of women, vho «er* subsequently appointed to teadina. 

l'artv; Siiviet and managerial posts hutL passed tfwnigli the school ofLhe 

Defecates* Confciences. ^ 
ft Kt/tefo — "rich peasant who exploit other people's labour dlher by hiring 

worker* «r by lending money o-u intercut, eit* {Lenin). Page 1 5 

? PvMxiu/dL'parjmenitwsrz sat up >>>• Uw Central Curwninee of rfhc O immunise 

Party for the purpose of nrhuncing leadership and strengthening political 

work on ihuse fronts of socialist coiwruetion which were <if particular 

Lmporisinee far the national economy and Life country, 
The politic?] departments at ihe MTSs were cxiaUlashod in fcJ&S and 

CgisledLill 1934. Page 15 

8 The P&iy Prttgramw. adojued. at tltc Sccwd rmiamss of tries R.S.D.L.h in 
1903 was worked out by ftifl eoitors of flic Leninist between ISO! and 
1902. The original draffe orilw programme had been madahy Piekhanov- 
Realising cti&r PlettanaV's. drafts wen: mH acceptable Lenin worked nut a 
dral't »f his own in Jamiary-f ehrnaty The feifegfl editorial board 
appointed a commission w draw up p single draft programme based on the 
drafts- made % I .en in and PLckJiatov-, Lenin infilled on iaacafiog m ifae final 
draft the Sitrffinely import-im elauso on the dictatorship of the proletariat, a 
dear -cut definition ol I he proletarians Icjntituj role in the revolulion, and on 
laying a ajweial emphasis on the proletarian character ofihu Party. Lenin alao 
drew np the agrarian ^air of t\k programme. The draft programme Vitas 
published hi lshra No. 2 1 on June I . » Page 2 L 

9 Factory Cwfis were suppoual hs deal with conflicts between workers and 
tinploycrsuHiceniingwiiyes, labour protection, etc., and pa:»£ decisions on 
tlwm. A^uuljtural a6\m were to be vcsW3 with the riglit lo lower very high 
rents, invalidate idntcMing contracts, etc. Page- 23 

3d Fabian *oci«iy— a reformist society founded in 1 884 by a group of ruHirjaeois. 
intellectuals in 3ri1ain.lt was nailed after the Korrmoyenetal KabjusCuftcrator 
(the ^delayer") known for his cautions latfiefl nod avoidance of decisive 
battles. Tlie tabians renounced rhc class struggle and aci. llicmscJvcs the iHflk 
of u pcsrri«atinft- the bourjieoisje with 'Wialisf* ideas. They maintained lhal 
iLwAs possible to effect transition to socialism by mean* of petty reforms, in 
I WO the Fabian society joined the Labour Parly. Page 24 

1 1 Sfulfhiiwmi.Km - reactionary doctrine propounded by the English economist 
TboroM* Malthua (IV<Wi-IK34). who Miugllt to provr (hat the population 
was growing faster than the means or subsistence and thac the rniiscry and 
poverty of the working class under ^tallsin Iwcre due in the rapid growth 
of Ihe population, and not to the capitalist espJoiiatkai of the woT^ers. 

Vlalthn-siunisin was au aitwtipi on the part of bourgeois inlcoloaiits to 
exo-ucratc capitaltirrs and to prove ihe inevitability of privation and misery 
for the worliins class under any social system, It was an attempt to conecal 
from ihe masses die real causes of i-Kesir grievous ^onm'lions aud to diveri 
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iWn fwwn the sirugglv ^alrtst fea capitalisl system. 

Mars Keailiioelv eoiicised Lhe tJicorv at Malihuf. and proved Wiat the 
rkwertv of ihe masses &as product of capitalism and that It wasuauiwd 
Uy tlie'apoi-opriation of the wC*fcaV unpaid lanour by iht capi'toli&te. He 
shim-edtliatthe destructidn af capitalism ftP'd iraHsiticwi to tiMfo&h would 
put an end to the misery and privnlions of the WCtffe3tr|5 L-iase. 

Marx showed that no overall low of the ptwlh of population 
enisled and ItWt wry socm-ceonomic fimnation had its own Uwof populaoon 

ISTOsMalrlmsianisJiucapp^fed hv Ihe shape c.raeoiiyilmnsiajiTSTfi 
which tried to justify tho gnawing impo^hm-Wtf ol Hie woAm& pcop.e- by 
psoiKliMeicntinc theories wfatnoluw evcr-pupnlsriorv diimnislnngrctun.s 
nl theioii ale- WcomaltbusianiMii regardn birth wtiWoI. \vm andcpufcniKs 
as means of bolstering up capitalism ami allevwtin S the nmxry ot the masses. 
Many of jla^JtponcnUi advowie race discduiinHtion. Page-.- 
32 Firagift Congrwes — agttrftftf of Russian doctors ■ cfflxwied by the 
Russian Ooeloi'S' Society in nKinoiy of the gronl Russian sur&cen and 

anatomist N. I. Pirogov. , M . u . 

rt) this article the rcferecctt ifi to the X" l>jro#»v Congress, bold m at. 

Petersburg on M*y 2** luue 5 S p ^ e - u 

appeared iu Mohcow horn <« »*»?7. 1 

14 ieipziger. IWA^e/W«fr - German Siielal-tiomncratto Jaily newnpapor 
runlished fnim lS^to 1913, • - 

15 Xarorfmks - representatives of an ideological and political trend which 
arose in Ltussia an the I a7l)s. 

The distim ; tiv* fmm of the Narodnik ideolog>- V?erC the denial or the 
leading rote »rdic pmleuriat hi the revohitinoaiy moveiaant mid Hie emmeout 
rieliefthai«octaliiJlr«voh!tion could be carried putty the small propnerora, 
the peasant*. Thcv regarded the village commune, wnich ^ aottwlly acdlfr. 
offotnlHlwmanci seldom in the Russian coumrj-Mde, as ^nucleus orwwiahsm,. 
etc. NarcKhiift sccalisra was diyorcfid Trow the acm^ ttevelon™*! ot ^eLy 
Olid was mcrelv a jduast: a drean\ a pious wish. 

In the and ISWs the Nafodaiks reeoneileil themselves to tsari^m, 
heaau io diaiupion ihe micros of Inc kulaks and foughl iunounly $%UW 
Marxi3m. P 

1 6 lh i ^refers ro a pnjuphio! whjcli Ino^a ,\rn^md uilcudedto wrile mi' 
women, but never did. 

IS ( F»^g - Mcn.hcik and T^.kyi.t daily ncw^apcr; M appcaml in 

Paris irom Seplember i?14 ro J«n.iar>- 19 1 5 1 *S* 4; 

19 These chests* were wrilMn in Russian ;nid German, traoslaicd into French l>y 
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Armxnd and ciiniributed ^pig Swm Left-wing Social-Democrats lor 

discussion. , . . . 

me li»rm^'M Utt , W was formed by I.crtil) at ?h« Tirsw Soe?ul St 
ContWiceof the ihtei-aalibrtaiist^ Keld ar t&c bea..nrjirjg otSflfflW i TO 
in ZimmemM (iMtzeriaod). Lenin described the wnftantw as "a nrsi 
atcp" in the development ofifae iitferna^al #frw^ movement, lii the 
Zimmeiw*ia Left jtw+up only the Bolshevik? Jed Kg Lenin occupied iha 
-correct, thoroughly coti^gusnt anti-war position. Paye 4s 

20 The weseiK publication contains, in extract Horn the draft R.S.D.L.F. 
prograittfticdniwD up iti April -M*y Far toiivcniciiwof r^amfl Lcnm 
put together Use old and riie new Lest of the nrofirarnnie; those .pares of the ujd 
prorauirnc Dtaf remained imchmieecl in the new pro&rauinKf are given in 
urdimtr nnd inttfc which are w be completely deleted are given m 
mifesL Those pwti or'tbe new programme th»l SNS in fta old propamine 
arc given i ti bold type . Pa S e 5 1 

21 fcvfcv/te — adherent* of a pcLrv-bourgcois opportunist trend in the Russian 
Social-Dcmocratic movement who spread bourgeois iifflwencs? among the 
wo«i-Lfl3cl^s. Thcvemiieio Ik called Men slwviks after UK Second Congress 
nf the R S D LP in August fttt, when tfce|p were in the mummy 
rurawriinswo" in Ri&M during the election of the central Party bodies, 
while Uie revoluticmatv Sociai-Detiwenjls headed hy Uma mewved a inajorrty 
rbolshinsW irt Htisskn) and w&e called BaUlicyiJc.s. The Vumahcvilp 
SOU^ttd bringabotit ar. afiwemefit betas* thepioLcfciriat and the bourgeoisie 
and liiirutcd a" opportunist line in the wnrkitifL-clwwi movement. Atrer Uie 
Fehrnarv 1917 revolution the MenshcVftS *K*g with Hie Soci&lifct- 
ftevolutinrusries entered the bcmre.eoTS Provisional (Jovcoiment. salted 
lis imperialist pobev end fought against the growing proletarian revolution. 

*fler the OOohcr'Socinl «st R-evoltitiaji the Menshevik Pany became openly 
counter-revolutionary, and O^UWll and took r#?» gOT.^W«fe «*W 
aimed ftl die ^Jhrepv of Soviet power. 

MKimr^d^'Md*! ™ a I>ettybour S eois party rounded ar the end 
a riWJ nnd the bctfim.ioa of 1002. At first the party MjttrtBCiUlw cfcmocrauc 
demands oA pcM and their desire to lake over the landed estate*. As 
time wept on, howevei. it became the puily of the kulaks and, following the 
October Socialist Involution, at! openly eounier-revolutioiiary part* wiiiyM 
joined rorccs wilh the bonr^% the landowners and tiwsign intvvemuircfc 
in iheir struggle against Soviet power. The S.R-S called ihemsdves social wte, 
hut ch^wiialism whn fl tarcry from sci^lifLc Sfltfia1i5Jn f fwm Maoism It 
was a pcltf-lJOHrgcois eqnalilarian soeialism Ha&ed on the so-eaUed 
"sociaJisatioa of the ktcT* ami e^ralitarim use of the land aeouEding ui labonr 
srandarc^,- which actually meant thtr provision of the most lavourable 
eoudilicms for the- ik vetoproecw of capitalism. Pa SC ^ ■ 

llThe Fh-irMi-Rmsia Confess ofHartivg HWr m convened by ill* 
CftKf4 CmtDittec ciflhe R.C.P.^.> in Moscow; ^^^g^J^^ 



llie Congress approved the foreign policy of the Soviet Government and 
called upon women workers and peasants ro support and chanrpicm at. The 
Congress approved the establishment of delegates" confeicneee *> a new 
c^rgaitirisitHHiul liirin i>l" drawing. non-l l 'arty working women into fcocialisr 
eonstruetion. IlieConqresa marked ifac beginning 6('t;siensivx Parry work 
among xtftrnen woj'kers and peasants, l 3 age 02 

25 i*ooy Pert&mr Commixes were set op by decree of the AH-K:ystia Central 
PxwMirye Coinirrtiltee ou June 1 1. I^IS. The following questions fell within 
the competence of ihe committees: disuibution of grain, oecess-arles of life 
and JmplemeitB. assistance to local foml organs in requisitioning grain 
surpluses held by kuteks unci rich puawnw. The decree granted privitc.^ 1° 
the poor peasants witb rc.eard to uhe di^ti'ibudott of grain *nd agricultural 
imp-lenienis. The Poor Peasant Conimitrcc3 were the slrongUolds- of the 
diciahn-Nhip oi the pmlMflriai id die couutryside. Th'cy ptayad an iniponant 
part in the stnigglK iL^ainsl the kulaks, uirc-dislribuLinv. umfiscated lands and 
*ujiplyiii£ \h<*d for thfc industrial G&irrcS and the Red Arrriii The sotting up 
of these coimdttees was a further step in rhe development of socialist 
revoliuiou i"ri the eoiuitiysidc, whero they contriliuied to the consolidation of 
Soviet powci' and "& r erc $£-fy$bcjitow irnpurtance in winning the rniddie 
|>casant5 over t» the aide of Soviet po-wer. 
By decision of the Exiraorjiiuny Sixth Congress, of Soviets (NoveiMbcr 
Ihc Poor Peaaant Conmihtee.% wliiehhuil by l"iuI rime tiiltitled their 
tasks were merged wuh the village Soviets. Page ftt 

24- Materials and documents written by Lenin far a draft programme ol' ibe 
K-ClXi* •) formed iLk basis of the work ofihe eonimi^sion wntch dralted ttis 
Paii.v frugramme. An^w Party Progranstue w»t adopto.1 at the Higlirii Congress 
of ibe K.C"P-CR) in Marcf. 1919. l*»gC 0$ 

25 Couununist s'k!^t>enJh voluntary unpaid work indicative of ilrc working 
peopled comiunnast attitude towards labour 

The tot soibhotniks were organised *\uxh\}2 the Civil War, wlicn Uic economy 
was mined ?nd there wsw a \hortage ol'lahonr. In response ti> lite letter of the 
R.CJP. Central OmnnitLee calliag upon Them lo work in a revfj!ttikma?y way 
the *»vorkcr5 of ibe MoKam -Kazan railwaj' line urned out for chc first 
totiurtuTiiai &ubb'olttife on Sititrday. May 10, ^fter knocthig-ofl'inrie 
rhey plit in <i hours' etofa work rcp-airinij' railway cantagw and locomotives, 
loading materials and performing other jobs withour payment. T\\eir Liiitisirve 
evoked a response and siibbotnifc* became a mass nwvemem. 

On May 1, 1920, an uli-RusAta subbotnik was organised. 

ComTDHTiiiii snbbotriiks pTaved an iaiportanl part hi the poricxl of the 
eootioniic rehabiliuiiim and development nrler the Civil War and lontfgn 
military imervention. They aroused a mighty vvave of social^ emnlatiob. 
Leniei attaclied steal importance to comntun^i suhborniks and called them a 
'"great heghniinft'' in "the development of labour product iviry. in the 
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2(> : Paotl — mold Russian mcastueo]* weight cquaUo 16.^S( kg. Pa^e68 
27 Uie Ctmasimetit Assi'irrhty vv»* convened by the? Soviet Government ck 
January^, 191$. affections to ihv Consume* i Assembly had in the main been 
h^W'^efolfi the October Sociah'M RcvoJutJOfL and its compusiiiim reflected 
the past, stage in the cotimry'5 devdiapmcnt. when slate power was in the 
hands of the McrihhcYiks. Sociulint-Rcrvoiulionsiricij mti Consiii ulional 
DenincraK A note wa<> a vvfejc gap between ehc will oflh* vast majority i>f the 
people, wvliichftumdexprc^iciu iutJiewtaWkhniciuof Soviet power and il* 
decree. and if w policy cwiauetaUiy tlie Soeiuli!it'RFi'Olu(i£Jrur>', Monshevik 
are! ConstituTion-d-Democrat seciinji of die Cunslilucnt Assembly, which 
championed the iiuerexU of The bouigeni&ic and Hie kulaks. The Assembly 
refund i<> discuss The One laiaiioji ol'llie Rights ol'tiie ftnrting and Exjrioitocl 
l*eo|>le ,? proposed by the Pi>ldbeyJ]cs and. u> approve ihc decrees on neafci; 
»nd tiielaiid, ar>c* The decree LnuTsfcrrin.e stale power 10 the Smarts, which 
were adopted by the Second Congress of Soviets. 

Ate making ihcirdeclaiaiEun, thcBoJsbe-WU.s walked out of the Constituent 
Assembly which W obly Coo clearly revealed ity hostility towards *lie 
gewuinc- interests of ihc workup people On Jamjar,}- 7, 1 9JS ? the Oinistituent 
Asscmhly was dissolved by decree of the All-Russia Centra] E^cutive 
Committee, ra^e?, 

fnfpwtmwjai Wwfimg Women s Day or International Women's. J>ay, March is, 
is u day of iiiiernaiiiHial unity ol\vorking women all oyer Hie wuild in die 
struggle tor i>cace. dfciriociaGy and fcoeiausu.. March 8 was tnsrituieci as the 
tuierijwtional Women's Day on (he proposal 01 Clara Z'irtidn at iho Second 
Uiternaiiirriiilt^iifeienL-eorWomeiuSiKialists, heldalCapcailiagen in l*i|0. 
with The aim of mobilising hroad sections nl' women for ihc struggle aeairisi 
bourgeois domination. lniern»rional Women's Uay mis iTrsi observed jfl 
1 9 1 1 La Germany, Acsfria, Denmark and Swiiyerhrrid. It was lj«'t observed 
in Ruydi»anly3J. PageK3 

29 iiueroaitooa] 
revohilkmury organisation of the proletariat, which exi-jlcd from J9I9 to 
1943. 3t was a union of coniiiirmisr. parties Of-difltaeht ciu«itj^> 

The Comintern sot icteEf the task of winning the working people Kir the 
en use ofporajmunism, achieving diciaiarsliip ordie proletariat, ar>r>|jahjrjg die 
capiialiKl system and replacing il with the aocialbl xys.icro.ajul doing away 
with ite-e^ptoiratipn of man by man. The Cominieni resiored and cemented 
the ties beJwccra the working people ofaii utuintrics which had been disrupted 
ay is result Of the treachery pf the Second TnienwriMKu Jeaders during the 
First VVorJd War; il upheld Hit: ^rxjriiffi of Marxism-Leninism and prevented 
itii being tfistorieil hy chcc-ppOi'tunislt;irworfced(uii a number ol'lhwrchxal 
prohlems of Che Wiitking-ciascS m.uvem.cnt and llie .slnnjjdc for Miiowlism 
betweun the two worlo war?, did muoh to spread Lhe idcaj of srienrific 
sociali^ti nmong; Uie masses and helped Ui scrcngrheji the eonurjunisl patlios 
of various coLiiflrics, 

It Mb diwolvcd irj May i ^ by a decision of the i-xecmive Conntiiitcc of 



m C^miMurn bemuse ^ L]lc uew coudkrons ^ fom ^^^^^ 

Pa°e S4 

TurkeHtnu. toibaijm r.a S h kintl! the QJ.nca. tfe f'aucains he Ta'ar 

SSSSSrf" ' ckpll "" c Ules, - ,se ^ ,blis, « J ^« S 

i-ciiiii 3 iepiy to (he iriVilutton. ^ ^ 

Item Janusij- ! Q-22 till June 19*4. Ife to 

M Ekunomisi — a jiiuinal Published bj | hc JnA^rial-^on.mHO D^ann^ «f 
the Russmr. r CC lun«i Sftdc^ in Petfood, i 921 22. " Tag" W 

33 •Worv Q^rS (jfj^ fl/M^^ Eihi (W rf 

2&$S* ^ " ^ Viltlb " & ' 1921 ^™ W to, 
to invite Jinn to spwik at Lhc cin&ience. p m 9i 

35 HIM -f «7" R,lssia *<>«« «««U»8 omear »efe^2 
™ b Ut -,a„ 5l R, V0 Jud, >u and fee r , riod (h , r , rltnlcdia(e ^ 

SLd 31 a ° 0ie " ,haf ""t we,, cve, r ,i,ci.6 




Cennmy. on (he fitivfr. 

The Versa i lire T^WyMM0$ ia consolidate , 
«pnali.sl world iji Tavcu, of :| le riefof power-i. Frajju i 
I-raramc the Sa* re g «>n wis put u^ter Oie adminiscraikm oft,, 
gallons ft* i 5 ydHr , an,1 ih c ciJKcries in rJiis rcg l0 !, bWune Frciltn r •• 
liiofNTjam cdkraes were divwlcd arnuug tlie ratfr^uutries. {i^manv n| 
lo ail tsprffiws sum of tejiaralmns. " 

lite whole bunfcfl imposed by He Trc«y of Veisaillcs VKW bot .» bv the 
Oe, man j)^>p| e . who had fo pay huge luxes an,! su ,fe, £» QW [ Ka | ofdu^ic 
|f-.e, t , P loym t nt AS fe.ti^ir^^Hsti^nfa, lycpfJBK ^ rctaiu S 

Page 101 

J7 H» rcfei^uc is |i, the war bunutod by the K-urg^us -londnw-aia,, Foland 
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against the Soviet Republic in April 1 920. I'agc 109 

38 Commjmi.i( Workers' Parte uf CSermwy — unar^lust-sy^dicalisl petty- 
bourgeoi* group, former! in 191 9 by lbs "Left" elemcws which h*3 
From the Communist Pifiy of Cicrmany. T.acVina. support arnmig the tierman 
workers. the group degenerated itrfci an iiisignificnrii seci hostile to the 
Communist Party and flw working oHlss. 1'agc 1 1 1 

39 'fiieSeccjiul lutentatiofwl — an t n temational union uJ socialist parties founded 
in ISK9. When the? Ficsl World War broke out the leader* of the Second 
biternaionaJ betraycel sialism and went over to the side of dieiriinperialist 
jsivenunenfe. Thus the Second Iutcrjialxninl collapsed. TrKsr.irflgri»ur»aiid 
panics nfjiiiausd with the Second Tnternacioualjoinc^ i>« Comrtwinist('l liirJ) 
International founded in Moscow in 1919. The S&wjihI rmemauoiMl was 
rcsuirocusd at a conference in Berne (Switzerland) jti the &anm year S919. 
Only ihepattLcs which represented the Kight, upporlunitt wing Of tfce socialist 
movement jomcd tt. Psae 1 12 

40 The Writ OmgfvsS' ttj the Cownmm held on June 22- July 12, 3^21, heard 
a report by darn Zefidu on the revolutionary vwnicn'i movement and adopted 
the following resolutions* 1 M^ri wncnjMlicnmg international lies of women 
communists and trjC lanks <af liie International Secretariat of [he Cominlerri 
*ith regard to work among women and 2} On UK form!: and methods of 
coraiiumistwork armmL', women, Page 117 

4} The SparftJi-Mfs - mcmbvf't W die Spartaous i.taguo, a revolutionary 
organisation of the German [.eft 3oc3aH>emovr>iK founded at the. banning 
of the first World War by Karl UeWcnecht, Rosa Luxemburg, f ranz Mchriru^ 
Clara Zetkiu. Jogiches iTys/ka) and others, Memheraoftlie Sparine u.s league 
camcd on rc volulionary props g?tmln.aimmg ft* masses ajjainsi the imperialist 
#kc and exposed the predatory policy of Ine {ierman imperialist?, and the 
treachery of Siuial-Democralk- IttidorS. On a number of Ihoiirelwal aitd tactical 
questions, however, they held ermneous views . I .cftitt criticised their riify&M 
in "The Junius Pamphlet/' J 'Tiie Caricature of MarM&ro and 'Impcriali-Sl 
E^iioirusms'^ and oilier works. In April 1 9 1 7 Ifee Spattaous League arliliated 
with the Centrist Indepaudew Sooicil-Deniticratie Party oCOfcrmaiiy retaining 
its. organisational independence. After the November 1918 re-voliilion in 
Germany the SjHutacus League trfcofe widi tilt "Independents" and founded 
chtf Communist Party of Germany in December 19 I S. pgfi tjj 

42 The tmhptmdent Swiai-Dewocrufte Party cf Germany Centrist party 
formed in April 191 7 farm Use opposition groups within the German Sndal- 
Dcniocmtie Party. 

In October 1020 lite party sptit #t lis wrtujew in Halle. Ihe greater part 
united with the f'onnmmi&t ^arty orGtnn.iisy in December i920 5 the Tti^lit- 
wins elements fonujllf a 5ep»mte parc>' and adopting Ihi: old najne of tilC 
Indopendoni. Socia'-UemiKiralit Parly, in 1 922 the ^Inclcrx-ndctus" re-joined 
cheOcrman S<»eial-DemocratioPariv Page 123 
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Name Index 



A 

Wiaorimi-Xm) — one of 
the founders of the Auztirian Sndnl- 
Deitincialit Parly; al'te-rwartly a 
reformist leader -of die Second 
International. 24 

d*Annunz*fr t ththriale (j:?if$-W.$ : ) 
— ductidont Italian wntct and 
poJctician. chauvinist during the 
First WurliHVar.— 108 

A rni.i/r,!, Tn$S$& (Ycftzavcta 
Fyottqravnti) {\X75 1^20) 
prominent figure in ihc intcn>ational 
wurn.cn 's and communist 
movement joined the R.S.OJ..R in 
1004. _40,42 

doctor,, author of a number of work? 
on social insurance, prevention of 
accidents. cfc.~32-3S 

B 

Rebel* August flS40 1913) 
prominent ieaiiw o f I h cs Carman and 
i n tern a t i cm* I w orkillS - C \ US 
movement, one of i3ie founders and 
leader* uf Gentian Social- 
Dcmoctacy. By profession a turner. 
102 

Srexli kit-Iireshka vxfcaya, tykaterina 
KwstanfiftovHJi f]«44 19.34) 
one of Like nrgunixe™ jmi! lewtetli of 



ihe Party cil" Sueialist- 
PevoliU.iunarici. belonged to the 
extreme Right wing; after ihe 
October SodtiliHl Revolution of 

1!>I? ate oamc out against Soviet 
Government. 1 1, 5K 67, 70 

c 

Chrrftav, Viktor Mikhatitwich ( I S7o- 
1952) — leader <if the Sopialist- 
Rcvittsiiionni v Varty; Minister lor 
Agriculture in the bourgenix 
Provi s ional Cicivcmment; cJno of the 
organisers o-f the counter - 
revoUnionari 1 actions againSli Soviet 
government aftct *hc October 
•Socialist Revolution of l*H7; 
cx>untei'-rsvolaiioii}ir\' emigre after 

r> 

I W7) ■ gejieral of die isurist army, 
one of die leaders of the counter- 
revolution organised hy the 
(•OUljieoisir a'jd the landowner*. In 
J OJ - ) ho headed the white-guard 
arinies oi'tlie soul!] <il 'Ruasia during 
cheir Jrive tou'ards Moscow, lu 
■Vlarch lSJ^O his forces were rouied 
by the Red Army; HLnikhi tied 
abroad — 71 



The ttmunvipttfhm of Women/ 133 



one iil'ibc leader.™ ("German Suci.il- 
Dciuocrats, Centrist. 12,} 

E 

Frederick ( ] SOS). — (iu, 

Freud, Skgmipitf 

Austrian ncilrojliCttiMc gist aniE 
psychologist; hi: regarded human 
behaviour ns ocrino. hM.so<! i>H S£a 
inMinct, — 102 

G 

V&Mter — official of the Ausarun 

Ministry of Railways, tocitjber of 
trie International Society*, for 
Comhaiiag fto&ri lotion. - J* 

<i urban ova {Kirftinkx*va\, *#, A!. 
fl^O-l 1 )?]} economist stiiJ 
sialistician, writer of i\mc»dmk 
trcnd. - 18 

J 

priHoiiiciS! fjciarc in ihe Polish 
and German working-class 
mqvemem; together with Rosa 
L u*i!i i iNrg fomtfi i figa iaSt Cet i riste 
among (icrinan Saciaf-Dcmoernts. 

1 0(1 

K 

Key, Etien Cl^40. I0>ro - sWlish 
bourgeois wriicr, author of works 
on women's movement and 
cdiiualkm of children. 44 

hhurizameiw £ Si A. (1S54-I<M7). 



Russian Zcnwrvo -siuiisrician und 
economist. J 8 

K(richak, Alexander PasifyeViCfl 
(1 #73-1920)- Admiral; iii 101 S, 
with Ihc rtelii of ihc U.S., Rrilish 
«rf ftfiOJ^ i"ipcrialwls,<;siablis]ieJ 

military dicrciliirsliip of ihc 
honrgcoisie ami Ihc landowners tn 
Ike Urate Siberia ami Far #ast. Iti 
che Mpdng of 1 920 he headed the 
"Tensive agmnsi the -Soviet 
■Republic, fey tfehnutry 1920 his 

R$tj*s had been routed h-v ihc Red 
Army. -71 

Krifpskteyat -\<tilezhrfu Koastart- 
timtvna < 1 Sd£- I $3$) jmninncnt 
Soviet woman statesman, one oftlVe 
iildoNLrni;mbcr?!OfLhi;<_'.|^.l. : .. wifc 
and slosti associate of I.^niti. 
witstanrlimr Soviet educationalist 
- Ifi- 

L 

Pighr.wii^ ftudaJ-Uenuiunit h trade 
iuuoji lender; rcvfaiotrigrr extreme 
sociur-cfaauvhtKl during ihc First 
World VVnr. — 122 

KCT&K vfudimir Hykh f 1 870-l<J24>. 
9-16, £0, S3, 85. 89, <>5, 
■57-KU, 11)3-104. 108 ]o<], 
HI 115, 117 123 

LhMut, & (T8#H-J 02 (» - doctor 
rHrcoto^r ofilic; Maim why Maternity 
Home in St. !*e!ershary. 32 

Luthe^ Martin ( I4SJ 1546) - 
German reiigioua reformer, 
theologian, and jiiihlfcisr. - 122 

Luxemburg Itasa ( I 8"! | d | <f > - 

proniiiifini figto© intliehitaniational 
worki^-ciass rtKjycmsflt and the 
fce$ wing of life facouil 



International. yn e fW'te fnandcrs 
— 45, 400 

M 

M&rg&ft,> — family ot'AniKricanmuIti- 
niiJIionaireji. — 

■W^r^, ('|8 : 3'S 1 023) Hi^hbli 
pKlirieian and Writer, Liberal, 
SccKtiio' ot' SLatc for Mia from 
1905 to ]0li). sihpjircised naiwu£il 
'ihcratitm uiavemcnt. --21 

-Wvrvttfvs — bi^ tcxiile nianuracii iters 
in Russia —29 

jaonnnerii leader irfrJie Radian and 
inwrriaiiona] wodaliM movcrrium; 
tmJjmndin[i! preipagaadisr oT 
VTuxxism; afterward* a Mcashevik, 

Adeifre/d (\HW- 19:1 <>) 
Aiiyti'ian Social- Democrat, publicisi 
and wtiror. tbin>dcraial leader ol.'chc 

movtf nemt in Aastria. — 24 

A 

hlluhnh cnemisi, knuwn mainly for 
hfs worlw in the Jwkl of physical 
cjjcniislry, 2R-29 

fiitcUv/efters - family of Ante pica n 
Lrjulii-millionaircs. —5^ 

X»th*iein } F A. (FS71 -105J) - 
Kuflftian Social-OLimocral: 
cwnpclJcd to cmisialc &om Rtisua 
in 1890\ he liecamc acrivc; in die 
Briiinh Labour movenwiK and ma 



one Of th* fonndeTS or chc 

CommiuiiHi I'ajty of Ureal. BiitaiA 
(10^0). Author of a rtuinher of 
vor^s on the history of 
iiripcriniiMri. 26 

XyaGusiiiiix/iyx — hi^ Russian 
cairimiiMs (\m\ banker^— 29 

S 

Svheidt'/trarrit, PhiUpff i ; )?iO) 
- ciitf of the leaders fifths oxim^ic 
Ri^bt win^ of German Social- 
Demotracyj he«d of Ihc Geriasrn 
(Mairgoois ^inxnimcnf in Hebmsi^' 
.fimc one i>f|h^ oi>-uni-iers in* 
the brutal siippre^Miou i)T the 
German workiug-alass nu>viwnt 
hcWffen Wli and 102L — \22 

SfujuJisi-Rcvoiulionary. Rcfore 
(O]? Mssistaiil-professnr of th^ 
rfiirograd llmverniiy; between 
I9L 1 > I922 proteKswr of <wiciofo$y 
ai Ihc Higher School in ?utrogra<l: 
suriscqueiiily was ^vpclled from 
Russia For coualcv-revfiliirionary 
activilics, -92-03 

T 

Twen tl /. r?. (18S2-IW0)- an a of 
the k-aderw of lilt Menaheviks. 
Minister at Poals and Tckgraph* 
and laicrMjniMvr of the hareriorui 
the anar^cai-s ProviKional 
Oovernm^nt ft *17); head of iht 
CO Uii Usr-rc w 4 u n onary M esh'sftq sji 
(iovcrimienC in Clcorgia u:"icr ulie 
October Soeialisr. K6v<i[ntion of 
1 M 1 7; coiuit«r-rcvolui kmary crni|»r6 
ailur the iriuiiinh of Sovfct power 
hXtorgiam I021. -1^%^* 
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cbetor. Mb rr Pf * mutibcr »£wks 
an social insurance and 
ticcupaiiwial diseases. — 35 

W 

ptm <xmsc%v*t of die leader* 
of courUcr-reYolulioft in Russia 
during th« Ci vil War. in April 1920 
he became eoiruiumler-in-ctoet of 
tiK cowiler-i-eiv^iitiorian-- "armed 
IbrceK Of the south Of Tn 
November 1 920, follmvir." die ronl 
of hi* force* by Hie Red Army.. 1« 



Zefki^ Cf«r« (1R57-IM3) -r 
m6& rigwrts in iHeC3ttlDMiti and 
ir.Ietnaiiot.al work.ng-cUs* 
iwtement* tnw oi dp iwnJers oi 
Lhc German Coumraijist Party; 
or^amser nn«» leader bf <Uc 
iilittttaUo&fl women's comcm.n.st 
movement tor many years. - m 

leaden of ify* Getiiatt Social- 
Demtficratfc Patty, rcachcr b> 
»ulic Stuart Ongnsa 
ojf <b* Second Ititcrrtati-inal {lW?> 
supported iVie demand for women's 
siirTraHC. -24-25 
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The chief ta Sk of ^ 
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— Lenin 
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foundation 




